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tiſe it ſelfe, ro thy indifferent j 


me our owng opinion. This we 
an 4 hokekg manner 0 ing this Argument;jt will 
winne acceptance with many, eſpecially conſidering, that it is of that 
nature, wherein, though much have beene ſpoken, yet much more may 
be ſaid with geod reliſh to thoſe that have any ſpirituall ſenſe : for it + 
is che moſt ſpirituall afion, mhereinwe have neerer communion with 


ro comveigh an ger to 1,10 the performancewhereaf Chriſtians finde 


jeRion of ſpirit ; which slſo in theſe times, is moſt at" 
k —— Wee * 


es 


moſt backwardneſie, and indifpoſedneſye, ard from thence moſt de- | 
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God, than in another holy performance, andrhereby it pleaſeth Gid || 
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unle [ſe we fetch belpe from Heaven, this nay, we fee the Church, and 
Cane nd te ahrmplante 7 Hhironeader that 
weelct theſe Ry fe forth as theywere delivered by limſelfe, 
inpublike grithous taking that liberty of adding or detratting which, 
perhaps, ſame neuld have rhought meere: for we thaught it beftghat 
his owne meaning ſhould be expreſſed inhis onne words and manner, 
eſpecially conſidering there is little, nhich perhaps may ſeeme ſuper- 
fluous to ſome, but may, by Gods bleſſing, bee uſefull to others, It 
would be 4 good prevention of many inconveniencies, in his kinde, if 
able menwould bee perjnaded to publiſh their orne. Workes in thery 
life time, yet wee thinke it 4 goodſervice 10 the Church, when that 
defett is ſupplyed bygiving-ſome life to thoſe things; which other-/ 


wiſe would have dyed- of themſelves. The bleſſing of theſe La- 
bours of his.we commend unto God, and the benefit of them unto thee; | 
reſting, , Þ ' ' _T | | ) . > 2 ? 
Thine inour Lord Ieſas Chriſt; . 
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out any great pre- 
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miſes and reaſons, arid ced,hath therefore the 
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- Pray continually,” — | 
N the handling of arvxry wee will doe theſe: 
threethj 
Firſt, wewill hew you what Prayer.is. 
Secondly, why the Lord requires this at our: 


hands ; fora m A probed aaFedinoves! 
roo os e, 


mywants well 
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and how Tam affefted > I;bur yet 
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rate pare, in che Name of TeſmaGhrift.. \\ bere you 
ar t@obſerye this - Thatthe. prayers which wee 
, i divided into one of theſe two forts ; 


f 17 wy On <rnnnN the exprefli- 
Ons 


our. awne ſpirits, the yoyce: of our.owne 


yers any aaturall man may make to the 
Lord: And theſe the Lord regards not, he knowes 
not the meaning of them, that is, hedorh not ac- 
cept them,  -4r 
ccondly, theze are prayers that axe the voice 
of Godr.owne Spirit, that is,ſuch as ariſe from the 
i par ge thatis within us,which is quick- 
and — ay from the immediate 
helpe of the Holy Ghoſt; theſe prayers arc onely 
accepted,and of thele it is ſaid, He knowes the mea- 
mgef the Spirit : that-is, be ſo knowes it,and ſees 
it,thatalſo he accepts it. Therefore you ſhall ſee 
in Hoſes 7. 14. when they prayed, and prayed 
earneſtly, yea,not only fer a day apart for prayer, 
But alſo called a ſolemne Afſembly, and kepta 
faſt, yer, ſaith the Lord plainely, Teedjd nor call 
uP0u mee when you hewled upon y0ur beds, fot ( ſaith 


ipirits, and-there is nothing but fleſh-in them ; | pirice. 
uch pra 


Divifion of 
Prayersinto 
two ſores. 


Such as come 


from our own 


Nees, 


he) you 4 ſelves for Corne, and for wine , 
which any peta pho may doe:And therefore 
(ſaith he) ir is but an 
no prayer, for be ſaith plainely, Tow called net wpon 
me,when notwithſtanding, theyſpent awhole day 
1N prayer. The meaning is, that the Lord regards 


thisasno prayer atall. | 
anti : ] And 
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* | Gres td dif 


puſitions df 


men are good 


La 


Anſw. 
That tempo. 


ral chings may 
be defired in a 
carna!ll wan- 
ner, and cat- 
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fn upon” good things, are good. 70 
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Is ir ls Luk} 
thar rather of 4 than 
thar ſt 


OT forme ned tb 


CO de nothing at Gl} 
hands, butgive eats for that ou Have tevei- | 


ved; matke;firdt; chat the 

the defites vary rn es war key g's {5 

thatily arule,' A#the dffetiont and eſires art md booed, 
or exit, que tow o ObjeFs are, thoſe tha 


'Y ouwllt ſay then, whar are the de pood (has 
cu as de dei and dpoſtioine of the 

They are'termporall chingrand I 166th; 
A man may pray for temporal ſehpm gt 
roaltmarirer' dike den gone r 
apaine,K6 may pray for ſpirireal] rh invea 

nall rramner, and the deſire ay bee. 
Therefote char muſt beobſerved withall, that ir 
is prheobjed;bur there is a certaine 
=— ro64 for Bxample, it # than 
thi for ourwitrd comforts, 
Nets N eirees treſtare of his 
body:hoae; Tfhe pray for them with theſe condj- 
tions, that Lt” biave ORIEL 
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food for me , this prayer is good. But ( if any mar 
will be rich,as 1 Tim.6.) it 18 an inordinate deſire, 
when men will have exceſle of theſe ourward 


if you deſire thatwhich is convenient, and ſpend is 
yur laſts, if youdeſire health, and long life, 
t you may live more pleaſantly, if you deſire 
wealth, that you may live more deliciouſly, and 
not ſimply that which the creature may deſire, 
and to & end that you may bethemore inabled 
to ſerve the Lord in theſe things, yourdefire is 
not good, So TI ſay,firſt it muſt be for thatwhich 
| is comvenient, ſecond I, ou muſt not ſþepd is wp- 
#n your luſts, but in G ſervice. 

And laſtly, wee muſt pray forthem in aright 
method, Firſt ſeeke the Kingdome of God, and then 
ether things, that is, Chicfely and in the firſt 
place , pray for ſpirituall things, and then 
afterwards for temporall in order unto them, 
We ſhould fo pray for temporall things, as our 
praters may be ſpirituall.Onthe other fide,aman 
may pray for ſpirituall things in a carnall man- 
ner, as for temporall things ina ſpirituall man- 
net. A naturall man may pray earneſtly for faith, 
and for grace, .and repentance, not out ofany 
beauty thathe ſees in them, not out of any taſte 
and reliſh-chat be hath of them, but becauſe hee 
thinkes them a bridge to leade him to Heaven, 
and that be cannot come thither without them : 
when he conſiders in his heart that be cannot be 
B 3 ſaved 


eat for him, he prayes for ſuch ameaſure as God 
ſees to be'meer, as Pro.z0, Feed mewith convenient | bes e. 


things,and more than is fit for them. Andagain,{'\,. 


1 Tim. 6. 9s 


fire of outward 
things is good 


How a carnall 


man may pray 
for grace, 
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'h rifing from 
' rhe ſpirit, or 
' regenerate 


| parb 


rayer in the 
criptures. 


1 $am.1,15- 


..:| defirerhemandrharearneſtly.It was the caſe of 


,  reafon himſcife, whenhe faid withall, he ſaw to 
. .. | excellency in it, hedefired itnor for itſelfe, and 


Expreſſions of 


a 


ſaved witbour theſethings, i fay, then hee may 


Francis Spira, who- cryed eames k race 
that be re have but adrop of it, ond. yk 
could not be faved without 4 and he gives the 


therefore he thou ught his prayers ſhould not bee 
rm Des ce rhar prayer is an expreſſion of | 
2% __ it is ## offering thew up tothe Lord: Bur 
Iwill not ſtand upon that ( you arewel{ enough 
infiruced in it)that whatſoever petition is ma 
'ro-the- creature, it is not prayer, it muſt obey | 
uptothe Lord. 't 
Then Ia de, it is an expreffion of ſuch deſites 


as muſt ariſe ffom the regeneratt part, that is, looke | 
how muck rhete isvof the yegonarate parrinap 


&, looke how thuch the holy Spit hath to oelt! 
itlovk how much comes om that which is al. 
led the imrurd man, fo farre it is fahAified; ſofar 
thar prayer is actepted, and nofurther. Bur,that 
we may openthis a little more fully,wew 1 thei | 
you itby ſome other expreſſi6hs ofprayer, that 
we finde in the Scriptures. 
Prayer is called : lifting up of the heart th ol 
4 powring forth of ve ſoule _ Lord; 1 Sam, t. 
A ſerving of hies it ſpirit246 Paultalleth it. Now 
ifwee open theſe oe by: F litrle,you ſhall koh 


more Goty wherin the natareof- hepraying to 
God conſiſts. That phrſ©cheA Clerhoipm 
1-4 en ak — 


The Sams daily Exarci) Co 2 WH 
nall that is uſed for faſting and praicr. Now what 
48 it to pray to God in the [pirit 2 for we may lay, 
2. mancaanet make a prayer, but there is an a& 
of his mind gowes to it,and every man,what ſer- 
vice ſoever he performes, his ſpirit muſt needes 
have 4 band in it, fo that it cangot bee perfor- 
med without the mind. 

I take this to be the meaning of it; for the A- 

ſtles ſcope is, to diſtinguiſh the true and holy 
ervices of Ged from thoſe that are but ſhadowes 
and counterſeit,and as it were, but the body and 
carcaſſe of right ſervice. Therfore,when he ſairh, 
I ſerue the Lord in my ſpirit,or,1 pray in the ſpirit;the | Toſerve God | 
meaning is this, the prayer of a man is ndt onely | in he Spirir, 
that which the rn dicats tohim,bur 
when chewhole ſoule,the wil & affeRions go to- 
gether with bis petition, and whatſoever the pe- 
Lition is;a mans heart is affetedaccordingly. As 
for example, If a man come to confeſſe his fins, 
& yet flights them inwardly in his heart, ifa man 
[ngng nd Gghing nba God,and yet have no 
ne 


and ſighing in his heart after it;if he ear- 

my grace,6 the mortificati6 of ſinful luft, 
when the heart doth nor inwardly ſeeke it, now 
he prayes not inthe ſpirit. To pray in the ſpirie 
is es that in /oh. 4. 24. He will be norſbipped in ſpi- 
rit aud in eruth : the meaning is, ſo to pray as the 
heart gotogether with our petitis.The ſame alſo 
is the meaning of that whEa man powreth forth 
his ſoule before the Lord: So Hannah ſaith of her 
ſclfe,1 am emoman troubled,07 c.and powre out my ſoule 


before the Lord: which-is not when a man deli- 
_: vers 


ASE. 


$ 
Fo — 


To powre out 
the loule to 
God, what. 


eAnitin. 


Sinnle. 


Note. 


| mind bath deviſed only, (for prayer is nora work 


| forth his whole ſoule(thatis)hiswil a 


- [thatwhema manwill make an acceptable praier, 


| 7 buta cold and diffipated thing,that hath no 


I/pirit;and is diffuſed through the whiole ſoule,be 
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vers to+Ged that which the underſtanding and 


of wit, or of memory ) butwhena man | 
affecti- 
ons, when they goe to ether, and there isnore. | 
ſeryation in his mind; butall within him is ope- 
ned and explicarc, and expoſed totheview ofthe 
Lord, not as Auflin ſaith of himſelfe; when hee 
came topray forthe morrifying of his luſts,Caith 
hee, Thad a ſecres inward dcjire that it ſhould mot bee 
done. Therefore when the- Soule i powred forth, 
the meaning is that all muſt be opened tohim, (6 


he muſt makethisaccompr, be muſt then call in 
al bis thoughts and affe1ons,and recolle&them 
together as the lines inthe center, or as the Sun- 
beames in a burning Glaſſe, and that makes 

yertobe hor and fervent, whereas otherwiſe 


ſtrength or efficacy in it. 

Now this withall you muſt know, that when 
wee ſay the whole ſoule muſt goe togetherwith 
the petition, the meanings, that not onely the 
will and affe tions be imployed, (for:in anatu- 
rall man, in his defire of health,when he is ſicke; 
orwanteth aſſiſtance & guidance in difficult ca- 
ſes, not only the underſtanding, but the will and 
affeQions are buſic enough it 15 likely) butalſs 
wee adde further that that which is calted the | 


ſet on worke alſo in the performance of this holy 
| duty tathe Lord, whenſoeverwee ſeek tohim in 
LA For} 


PI 


= The Gains daily Exerciſe. 


| 


9 


\ -; For this you muſt know, that there are two 
things ina regenerate man, '( for you muſt take 
for granted by the way, that no-naturall man is 
able tomake a prayer wy to-God, ſeeing 
there. ts no Spirit in him, but in the regenerate 
man) there is,I ſay,fleſh and ſpirit:now when we 
come to powre forth our hearts tothe Lord, that 
which lies uppermoſt, will be ready tobee pow- 
red forth firſt; and thatwhich is ſpirituall,it may 
belies in the bottome, and is kept in; ſothata 
man may makea carnall prafer, though he be a 


upper band,as inſome fits it may;wh&the mind 
is. filled with worldly. ſorrow, and worldly re- 
joycing, and wordly deſires, and theſe (lying 
uppermoſt ) will bee ſooneſt expreſſed; ſuch a 
p_ the Lord regards nor, though the man bee 
ly,from whence it comes: butright prayer is 
this;when the regenerate part is aRed andſtirred 
up,g the fleſh,that alwayes hinders,is removed, 
For you muſt know this, that whereſoever there 
is a regenerate part in any man, there is a great 
aptnefe in that to cal upon God, and it cannot be 
disjoyned from it, but that is nor alwaies in a&. 
As we feea fountain, itliath alwaies an aprnes 
| tO powre forth water, itis ready to breake into a 
currentbut if itbe ſtopped with ſtones and mud 
or other impediments, 1t cannot breake out : ſo 
he that is aregenerate man, thar hath a holy part 
in him,there is an aptneſſe to prayer. Which is 
thatwhich our Saviour faith, Afar. 26.41. The 
ſpirit # willing; that is, thereis alwaies awilling- 


| 
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holy man;that is,vhen the fleſh hath gotten the 


neſle | 


Twothings in 
2 man regene- 
rate. 

No nawurall 


mancanmike | - 


an acceptable 
prayer. 


A bely man 
may wake a 
carnall praier. 


Righr prayer; + 
what, 


Simile: 


An aptnefſe in | 
the regenerate 
part to prayer. 
Mat» 36. 41, 


_— 


The Saints daily Exerciſe. 


Offered up in 
the name of 
leſus Chriſt, 


3 Chrax. 16, 


"* | part ina holy man, but, ſaith be, che 


| |fer them; fo muſt we here, and the reaſon is gi- 


enerate | 
| 6 back-' 
ward, that is it that tops this fountain, and there. 
fore Rom, 8. 27. The ſpirit is ſaid there to helpe our 
infirmities, Jaw to make our requeſts for ws, that is, 
evenas a man removing ſtones from a fountaine 
with his bands, makes the vvater a paſſage ts' 
breake out into a current ; ſo the Holy Ghoſt re- 
moves this fleſh,which ſtops up this current,the 
ſpirit takes away thoſe carnall impediments that 
arc in us : and not ®nely ſo,bur ſtirrech up the re- 
generate part z and when that is done, weeare 
able to make a ſpirituall praier unto god in Chrift 
Teſws ; So, that is the thing that you are now to | 
obſerve, that the Spirit muſt helpe our infirmi- 
ties, when wee come to call upon God, and our 
prayers be ſo far acceptable as they be the fruits 
of the regenerate part ; now wee want but one 
added inthedefinition. | 
They are fuch Prayers as are offered to God in 
the name of Tefws ChriFt. | 
This isathing that you all know, that thoſe 
prayers that are not offered-up'in Chriſt, are not 
acceptable, becauſe the perſon is not regarded. 
It was the finne of Yzz:4h in 2 Chron. 26. Hee 
would goe tothe Temple kimfelfe beinga King 
onthe and he would 'offer incenſe with- 
outs Pricft, VVedoe the very ſelfe-ſame thing, 
whenſocver we goeto offerupany prayer to God 
without Teſw Chriſt. In theold Law men might 
bring their ſacrifices,bar till the Prieſt muſt of- | 


neſſe that folloyes the ſpirit, or the 


Ven, 


{ ceffor to make them acceptable to God, that hge 


| dowictcheir children;though they intend ro be- 


i” WT 


—_—_— 
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ven, Revel.8.becauſe prayers that come from 
' us avour: of the fleſh;: which they come : 


| and the Angel of rhe Covenant mingleth much in. 
' cenſe with them,and makes them ſweer and accep- 
: table to God ith much incenſe; that is, as the fleſh 
is more; ſo there needs: more incenſe, thatthey 
may be madeacceptable to God the Father, So 
that we have indeed adouble interceſlor, one is, 
the Spirie that helpes our infirmities, that helpes us 
[to make our petitions, that-quickens ant inlar- 
gethour hearts to praier ; The other is the /»rey- 


mayreceive notrefuſeand rejet them. 
So-much ſhall: ſerve for the firſt thing, toſhew 
[you what the duty is, whataright, true, and ac- 


EU__ / ws is. 
ow for the ſecond, mby we wuſt pray 7 For this 
 obje@iona man may make,the Lord s$ my 


mind: well _ y ————_ EX-/ 
fion of itby prayer? The reaſons briefly wh 
nee will have us to-pray, are taken ; n 


.-- Partly-from himſclfe, 

: -Andpartlyfromus, 1 oo 2 2 1, 
-- 1 From hum(elferbough he be willing robe- 
ſtow mexciesupon us, wil have us aske his 


leave before he gives the. As (you know) fathers 


ſfrow (ach thingswpon them as are needfull, yer 
they witthave thei — them;and as 
it i32c<6mon thingamong menghough they be 
mitt act pat thojow their ground 


— Qi. 
————- ——_ S_ a 


yer thoy-withtane-loayeailid; becauſe by that 


meanes | 


A — 


Revel, 8. 
Why we muſt 
offer our prai- 
ers inChiiſts 
Name, 


— — 


Intercelour 
double, 


_ 

the Lord' 
—__ us 1 
proyſecinghs 
nuwes our 
Wanth 


I 
In reſpeR ef 
himſelfe. 


Simale, 


$t 7: lts 


LR —————_—_—_— 
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'To acknow- 


| ledge bis pro- 


perty in his 
gifts, 


Similes 


meanesthe property is ackrowledg edgpcherwiſe 
itwould be taken eccamothintng ;fothe | 
Lord wall have nv rr come and als that | 
may acknow propetty hee hath in 
ber heebeſtowes aponchee. Indeed 0- -| 
thetwiſe wee would forget by what tenure wee 
hald thoſe _ we yr , and what ſervice 
weoweto the Lord, as you: there is an ho- 
gue to Loxd 6fa. Mannor that hee 
maightbeacknow of his —_—_— ſothe| 
Lord will have this duty of 
that wee _— acknowledge ns hold all of | 
him, and thatwee might remember the ſervice 
we ought todoc him, toriſeand gocat hiscom-| 
mand,tbat is,to doc his ſervice, which we would 


be ready to Falling if we were not accuſtomed to 
the duty of. on him. 


Likewiſahe bave.it done for his honours | 
ſake, hewill bave men call ypon him , that they 
may learne to reverence him, and likewiſe that 


_ mi 
to honour 


Lord, ſtir 


a Prince doing bonour and. reverence to their 


he be ſtirred up to reverence him,and 
—_ "7 rg The ſervants of 


up thoſe that are lookers on: and as | 


| a I 


the Scholemen ſay of glory, Glory is properly 
this, not when a man, hath an excellency in 
him, ( forthat hee maythave, and yet beewith-ſ 
out glory) but glory 15 PW 9 wh 
ing out ofthar excelleticy;, It raſerbar 
is uſed io the Rennie 11 celebrate 
the Sacrament, + = 
u3.cotnk and eall up- 


On 


. — T —_ : CPI” 
ſ 


__— 
"=" p > 
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{ on his nametoſhow-forth theduty of praier, and 
thatwe 
Lord hi fac + | 
| » Now fromoty ſelves,we are todoe it,partly,that 
| the graces of his Spirit may be increaſed in vs : 
for exetciſerh gur graces,cvery grace is ex. 
' erciſed inpraierandthey being exerciſed are in- 
creaſed. See an _ _=_ for this —_ 
| 20» T has you may edifte your ſerves on your ly 
| faith, praying inthe Holy Ghoſt ,, 45 ihe ſhould ſay; 
the way tocdifie your ſelves, and build up your 
ſelves,is to-pray inthe Holy Ghoſt;that is,by ſpiris 
tuall prayer, made through the power, and afſi- 
ſtance,and'ſirengthof the Holy Ghoſt t Every fuch | 
prayerbuilds us up; it :increaſcth every grace in 
tts; faich, repentance, love, obedience, and feare, 

all are increaſed by prayer. 
Partly, becauſethey being exerciſed and ſer on 
worke in; prayer, arc more ready and apt to the | 
| per of this duty than ifthey ſhouldbe' 
ſeldomne inured thereto. 
| - And partly alſo; becauſe prayer brings us to} 
Communion with God: For it rhegood company 
ofthegodly onewith another wil increaſe grace, 
how much mote will communion with the Lord: 
timſelfe quicken and increaſe it ? 
' Moreover, this duty is required, that we may 


| be acquainted with Ged, for there 1s a ſtrange- 


neſſe betweene the Lord and us,when we doe not 


 (hew forth his glorycThus is for the | 


cal upon his name. It is the command whichyou 
ſhall fide in 446 22: frqueme thy ſeife with the 


ſhalt 


2In reſpe& of 
our ſelves, 

I 
That the gra- 


ces in us ma 
be increaſe 


Tu de 20, 


2 
To exerciſe: 
graces . 


To bring us ro 
communion ' 


wah God, : 


” + 

To avoid . . 

ſtras genelſle. 

with Ges. 


lob 23,31. 
| Lord, chat then mayeſt have peace with him, and wy : 


i. tb. 


Y — 


| 


The SaimodailyBaereiſe 


To teach us 


ſhals —— Now, you know hew ac- 
rowes amongſt men; itis by con- 


| (nnatens 3 x — n ering rogrthrby peaking one to another. On 
loft. 


de, wee ſay, ws thaf is broken off, 
when bench id not one roanother, 
ſtrangeneſſe growes , ſoit is in this : when we 


come the Ld, are frequent, and fervent 
inchis duty of ca ag apepiie; wee grow ac- 


with die bes withour it wee 


weab to behold him,exceptwe be accuſtomed 
toit,for the more we come into his 
more wee are 


acquaintance with the Lord. 
ore Fate learne tobe thankefull 
ro him for thoſe mercics we have received from 
| bim , for if Ged ſhould beſtow mercies upon us 
unasked, wewould forget chem, his hand wop1d 
not be acknowledged in thera; andwee would 
not ſee his providence in diſpoſing thoſe bleſ- 
wo Ee ur nf Ota Ree re 
every thing beforc him, wee are then ready 
an gr ens ana and to prize it more; and 
wearcdiſpoſed to more thankfulneflſe, So that 
it isa ſure rule commonly, What we winne _ 
prayer, that wee weare with 
that which wee RrIING prayer, wee ſpend , 
et: prom mw, ing i aha 
God, in prai 
jo bef dg i 


eyes us :4{0. 
this duty is. And, 
a Secondly, 


he Letddncles fol net Fans 


with him. Therefore 
CT reaſon why wee ſhould uſe this, 


| 


Te Fo wa? Jy 


> 0. k.q v 


- ——_ 
— 
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o 


Secondly, why the Lordwill havethis duty 
ormed 


eth, ſucha 
requires-it at-your hands. Compare this with 
thatin the ſecond Epiſtleto Timethy r. 3. The 
Apoſtle ſaith rhere, that hee hath him in conti- 
naall remembrance , proying for him ight and day, 
where the ſame word-is ufed that is here. . Now 
wee cannotthinke that the Apoſtle had Timorhy 
in continuall remembrance, that hee was never 
out of his thought,” bar-the meaning is, when 
hee did call upon Gov, from day today, hee 
Kill remembred him. So that to pray continually 
is:to pray very much, to' pray at thoſe times 
when God requires us to pray. For it is the defi- 
nitiorchat Philoſophers give of Idlenefſe,a nian 
13 then faidto bee idle, when hee dorhinot thar 
which hee ought; inthe time when it is required 
ofhim. He is'an idle man thar vvorkes not when 
hee oughr 10 workes ſohee is/faidnor ro pray 


' pray." Ir@fike manner 1 conceive this robethe 
meaning ofthe Apoſtle, Rejojee evermote,;” Phil, 
454+ foderewkia he.comesvothisexhottation 


; as vvee ule 


voy *often;\7bar' pruy 
thing frequently doge;weeſay; ſce that you bee 


elwayesdoingofthis;Bothe Apoſtles feope is 


28711 


cof prayer,bee conrents'norhimſcifeirs ſay, pray | 


ro! 


ance of this duty, as that you | "vo 
doe notceaſe todoe it, at ſuch timezas G ov 1oe--:. 


| 


continually, that prayes not wheir hee ought to | 


'OMrifelves when wee vvoald haven 


Now, thirdly, (in aword) whatis itto pray ' , whazitis 
continually? The word in the originall ignifi- to pray comts |* 


y« 


4AQIT- 


3 T5388, 1+ Fo 


i. 


Ky 
' Idlenefſe, har 


Cog Os fant £5 
ner, keepe Cn 
"13 wee are 80 keepe our ren | 
cage God, «t che leaſt twices dey, wherfuovry S 
by re. ale” LE, x paoanoaSob 

\, | BUT FOU W 3. ground baveyou | 
| that, nhydoe. ou inflace ntheeariepadend 

of it'is this, in thatthe Apoſtle 
concinually, that is, doc cxceeding 


this, when wee haveſuch a proceptas ahiis, prey 
comfinually, and this'rule-jttuſtrared by ſuchex- 
amples as we have in the Soriptweywhy as it re- 
corded, if it be notarue © example in that 


-- | | kind thatis ſaid of the ror. 


Fr oe 


MCMERCILLCCASSSEEM GS. tr. GL 


[ISS KO 
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-| Creature of God us 
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that the Lord might be worſhi (wherinwe 
ſhould follow that _n___ of worſhipping him 
mm, 4 evening.) But likewiſe our occaſi- 
ons are QF 092.990 cs wag doe, tO 
callu im conſtantly morni evenung : 
for rs is no day butwee M— bleſſings , 
and we take of his creatures. Now we may 
not take any of them withour his leave; ſo that 
rw gow ” hs 020 thou take 
them, or a bleſſing uv em, orelſe 
thou baſt <4 re tothem, 11.6 haſt no lawfull 
uſe of them : that place is plaine, r 7im, 4.Ev 
d, and ought not to bee refuſed, 
if it be received with thankeſgivmg, for it is ſanRified 
prayer..So that, if you take common bleſsings 
day, and doe not ſceke them at the Zord:s 
he wonteberiens, chopairce ſanQi- 


fied unto you,you have nota lawfull uſe of them 
you have nori 


runtothem. 


oever 


ſo many mercies, is to fs thankes, and to ſeeke 
to him ſo often, from day today. 

. Moreover, doe notour hearts necd it, are they 
not readyto goeoutof order, are they not ready 
| tocontra® hardneſſe, are they not ready to goe 
from the Lord, and to bee hardened from Gods 


I Ti. 4. 4+ 


3 
From Geds 
command, 


feare> Therefore this ny isnecdfull,in that re- | 


gard, 


_ 
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gard, to compoſe them,and bring them backe a- 
gaine into order. | 
Laſtly, doe not the finnes wee commit daily, | 
put a neceſsity upon us of doing this, that they 
may bee forgiven, and done away, and that wee 
may be reconciled to G o » againe ? Therefore 
doenot thinke that it is an arbitrary thing tocall 
upon God, twice a day, becauſe there is no parti- 
cularexprefſe command; for if you conſidettheſe 
places chat I have named, andthe reaſons , wee 
ſhall ſee there is aneceſsity lies upon as to doe 
it. So much ſhall ſerve for thar, t come now to 


red.. 
Firſt,in that ſuch prayers as the Lordaccepts, 
arean expreſhon of holy deſires, ſuch deſires, I 


| meane, as riſe from the regenerate part ofa man': | % 


Hence then wee ſee that all naturall men are in a 
miſerable condition, when times of extremity 
come,& when the day of death comes, whe there 
isno Other helpe in the world, bur ſeeking to the 
Lord whenall the creatures-forſake them,and are 
notable to help them, 8: there is noway to goto 
the Lord but by prayer, if prayer be an effe& and 
frujt enly'of the regenerate part of aman,wherof 
a carnall man is not partaker,then he is ina miſe- 
rable condition, Therefore let ſuch men conſider 
this as put all off to times of extremity.Pue the 
cafe, thou haft warning enough, at ſuch a time, 
& haſt the uſe of thy underſtanding,yer thon art 
notable todoc any codwithourchis regenera- 


make ſome uſe of this that hath beene delive- } 


tion; for;if there benor grace in the hearr,thou art þ 


not | 


” vo - '- "I 
- : 
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not able to make a ſpirituall prayer to the Lord, 
| ſuch as keeaccepts. Therefore take heed of de- 
ferring and putting off, labour to be regenerate, 
to have your hearts renewed, while you have 
time,and ifthou bee notable tocall upon Ged in 
the time of health, how wilt 'thou doe it when 
thy wits, and thy ſpirits are ſpent and loſt, in the 
times of fickneſſe and extremitie > Therefore 
let that be conſidered, which wee doe but touch 
by the way briefly. "a 
'Secondly, if the L o x Þ command this, if it 
bee the command of God, Pray continually: Then 
take heed of negleting this duty, rather be ex- 
horted to be frequent;'and fervent in it, to conti- 
nue therein, and watch thereto with alt perſeverance, 
It is a common fault amongſt us, either weeare 
ready to omit it, or come to it unwillingly, or 
elſe wee performe it ina carcleſlc and negligent 
manner, not conſidering whata command lyeth 
upon the ſonnesof men to it conſtancl 
and conſcionably.I beſeech you therefore confi- 
der firſt, that it 15a priviledge | a by the 
bloadaf LeſwChriſk,Chriff died torthis end,it coſt 
bim the ſhedding of his blood, That wee 
him, might have entrance to the throne of grace : and 
will you let ſycha privilegeas this lye till > If 

do;ſo faras.is in yon, you cauſchis blood to 
thedanvaine: for if you'negle& the privile- 
gotten by that blood, ſo far you negle the 

lood that procured them ; but to negle@ this 


% 


Wſe 2, 


Epboſ. 6 © 


duty, isto.negle& thar.' Beſides, if we aske you 
{ the reaſon,why you abſtain from other ſins, why! 
OW C 2 you] 


[rt is Gods 


ET 


—- 


_— 
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yourſtealenot, why you-commirt not adultery, 
and murther; The reaſon that you give, is, be- 
cauſethe Lord hath commanded you. Hath not 
the Lord Commanded you to pray conſtantly, at 
alltimes > If you make conſcience of one com- 
mandement,why doe you not of another. 
_-Confider Daxiel inthis caſe, in the 6. of Da- 
niet, he would not omita conſtant courſe of pray- 
er, heedid-it three times a day, and that was his 
ordinary cuſtome. If hee would not omit it to 
ſpare his life, if hee would not omit it inſuch a 
caſe of dangeras that, why: will you omirir for 
buſineſle, for alittle advamage,for alittle gaine, 
fora little wealth; or pelfe; or pompe, 'or plea- 
fare, or whatſoever: may draw you from that: 


duty? - 1436 
| Doe bur conſider, whatan unreaſonable, and 
por By is, that when the Lord gives us 
meat apd erinke, and cloathbes, fromday to day, 
when hee, gives us {leepeevery night; when hee 
... L provides farus ſuch comforts, aswee have need 
i {96 tbatthe leafkcreaturg doth -notny any ſer- 


2 [vice] bur as fane'as bee:fergironwotkedaded 
+5 * * | that ſervice, for us to forget him;and norro give 


Pl 
* 
_— 9 Re by 


lim thankes, and not to-aske theſe things at 
his.hangs, nat to ſcekeunto him, but to-lveas 
without; G:Þ b. 3»: the:world, as many doej-who' 
negle,t thisduty : Lſay,itisa profeſfionr of li-; 
ving without G o Þ in the world, wee are ftran- 
pers to; him, it is open. rebellion againſ him. 
| Thergfaregake heed of omitting it; take heed of 
negleRing it, ws 1 OLE 1; 


DL 4 MY : 
Beſides' 


4 , - 
rs TO VE I — 
—_— - tots. rae ſy RS - 
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this dutie for our ſelves, Is it notthe key that 
opencth all Geds treaſures > When Heavenwas 
ſhurup,was notthis the key that open'd it2when 
the wombes were ſhut up, was not this it that 0. 


| this is effeual. And this doth ir better than any 


pened them > You know, Eliah prayed far raine, (© 
wee may ſay for every other bleſſing. All Gods 
treaſures are locked up to thoſe that doe not call 
upon his name,this opens the doore tothem all, 
whatſoever they be that we have occaſion to uſe, 


thing beſides; Ifa manbe ſicke,I will be bold ts 
ſay,a faithful praier is more able to heale his difſ- 
caſe thanthe beſt medicine; The praier of faith ſhal 
heale the ficke, Iams. 5. You know the woman that 
had the bloody iſſue, when ſhe had ſpentall u 

on Phyſicians, and could doe no good, then te 
came to Chriſt, and offered a faithfull prayer to 
him, that did it, when ſo many _ phylſicke 
could not doe it.Beloved,if there be a Prince,or a 
great man, whoſe mind wee would have turned 
toward us, a faithfull prayer will doe it ſooner 
than the beſt friends. So it was with Nehemiah, 
you know his requeſt, that the Lord would give 
hin favour in the ſight of the man, if wee bee in an 

ſtrait,as it was in /oſephs caſe,if we have any di i 
cult matter to bring to pvſſe,this prayer and fee- 
king tothe Lordwil expedite,8 ſet us at liberty 
ſooner, it will finde away to bring it about more 
than all the wits in the world, becauſe it ſets God 


onworke, You haveno power todoeany thing. 


" Beſides all this, wee ſhould doe it for our 
owne ſakes, if wee conſider what uſewe have of 


lamet 5. 


Nebow. 1. Its 


C 3 Cer- 
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Iris the beſt 
way £0 fill che 
heart wih Joy- 


lob. 16. 24) 


Jamei fo 33+ 


make your requeſts: knowne, and the peace of God _ | 


Certainely a praying Chriſtian that is prevalent 
and potent with G ov, (that ſeekes to him) he is 
able to domore than allthe witches in the world 
for they ſet the Devill a-worke, bur prayer ſets 
Go pa-worke, it ſets hima-work todo us good, 
to heale us,and todeliver us out of extremities : 
and therefore, I ſay, for our owne ſakes, even out 
of ſelfe-love,and for common comforts,you have 
need to uſe this. Certainly, if theſe things were 
beleeved, (for you heare them only, you give us 
the hearing for the time, but if they were belee- 
ved,)many would be more frequent in this duty, 
theywonld not beſo negligent in it,or come in fo 
careleſſea tnafiner to it. 

Farthermore, I befeech you ro conſider this, 
every mandefires joy and comfort,and common- 
ly one thing thatkeepes us off from rhis duty,is.| 
{ports and pleaſures, one rhing or other, that we 
rakedelight in, which dampe and hinder us in 
theſe things,in ſpiritual performances: Prayer is 
the beſt way ofal other to fill thy heart with true 
joy, as we ſee in 76h. 16.24. he ſaich there, nu my 
name yee have athed nothing hitherto, but now acke,, 
that your joy may befull, This is one motive thar 
Ebrift uſerh toexhortus to bee frequent in this 
duty,that our joy may be fulkwhich I take tobe 
the meaning of that ih'/aes 5, If any man be ſad, 
let himpray, not onely becaufe prayer.is furable- 
to ſuch adifpoſition, but likewiſe itwill cheere- 
him up, itis the way roget comfort g awe 
ſad; let himpray. So it is ih PHI, 4. 6. In all things 


i -- day? doewe not need to be kept from the inward 


] all. Whar is it tohave Armor, and not tohave it 


_ 
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keepe you in the communion of Teſus Chri# : That is it 
that brings peace, and quietneſſe; and therefore 
there is much reaſon why we ſhould be conſtant 
in this duty,it is thatwhichquickens us,it is that 
which fills us with joy, and comfort, and with 
true peace, which every one deſires, 
Moreover,conſider it is thy buckler;praier is 
the helmet that keeps thee ſate;zwhen a man neg- 
leds it, when be ceaſeth to goe to God by prayer, | 
when he once ſhewes himſelfe to be a ſtranger to 
the Lord by negleing this duty,then hee 1s our 
of thepales ofhiis protecion,like rhe conies that 
out of their burrowes ; for ſo is the Lord ta 
ofec that pray, the Lord is a proteRion to thoſe 
thatcall upon his name. The very calling upon 
his name is a running under G o Þ s wings, as it 
were, that is, a putting our ſelves under his ſha- 
dow ; butwhen thou negteReft that, thou wan- 
dreſt abroad from him. Now doe wee not need 
proteCtion from outward dangers, from day to 


danger of finne and temptation?Surely __— is 
one part of the ſpiritiua# Armour,as we ſee Eph.s. 
In the compleat Armor of Ged,prayer is reckoned u 
the laſt,as thatwhich buckles up al the reſt; ſai 
the Apoſtle, Continue in prayer, and watch to it with 
perſeverance. And you have the more reaſon to do 
it, becauſe it is not onely a part of this armour, 


word, and to uſe faith,for prayer ſtirres them u 


FO 


condi ik, 


but it enables you to uſe all thereft, rouſe the | re P” | 


ready ? now praier makes it ready. Therfore you 


—_ ſee 


C— 


-callupen him: | bim, and that hee is thy.husband, and that thou 
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ſee Chriſt preſcribes the ſame rule in Mar. 26.4t. 
Pyay that you enter not into temptation : as if that 
were the way to ſecure us, to ſhelter and to keep. 
us ſafe from falling intotemptation.It is a thing 
I would adviſe you to, topray, and to ſeeke to 
the Lord continually. The , if wee ſhould 
uſe onely this one reaſon to you, tobe conſtant 
in this duty, becauſe it is for your ſafety, 

it were ſufficient. You know, when a man is as 4 
City whoſe walles are broken downe, when hee lies 
expoſed toremptation,heis in a dangerous cafe, 
Sol may uſe this Dilemwmato you, it you have a 
diſpoſition,and you think thus, I hope I am well 
enough, I hope my heart is in a temper good 
enough, I'am not now expoſed toany tempra- 
tion,] fearenothing;make this argument againſt 
thy ſelfe, Why doceI negle& ſo good a gale, if 
my heart be ſo well diſpoſed to-pray, why doe I 
then omit it? Againe,if there be any indiſpofiti- 
on in me,why doeTI hazard my ſelfe > what if Sa- 
can ſhould ſet upon thee ?>- what if theworld | 
ſhould ſet upon thee > what if a ſurable rempra- 
tion agreable tothy luſts be offered? art thou nor 
indangerzand thereforea conſtant courſe ſhould 
be keptin it,we ſhould rake heed of being negli-: 
gentinit. Andwilla man now profeſſe that hee 
hopes hee is the ſervantof God, and ina good e- | 
ſtare,alrhough he do not pray ſo muchas others, 
(we ſpeak nor of frequency ſimply, but of ſuch a 
performance as is required)I ſay,to profeſſe that 
thou art a ſervant of Chriſt, and that thou loveſt 


art; 
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art his ſervant,and yer calleſt not upon him from 
day today, that is an idle rhing,it 15 impoſkible, 
ifthoudiddeſt love him; thou wouldeſt expreſſe 
thy ſelfe in calling upon his name. Shall a triend 
that is anacquaintance onely to us, inwhom we 


ſpend many houres with him , and ſhall we pro- 

cſſe our ſelves to bee friends of God, and him to 
be our friend, and that wee delight in him, and 
yet negle@ this dury?- This is a commonrhing 
amongſt you, when you ſee a man that medi- 
tates all his matters himſelfe, or ifhee doe open 
his minde, and tell them to ſome body elſe, 
itmuſt be ſuch a oneas profeſſeth to bea friend 
tohim, now if this friend ſhould never heare 
from him, nor hee ſhould never ſpeake ro him, 
or if heedoe, it is in ſuch a negligent manner, as 
it may appeare, hee doth nor truſthim, hee 
doth not regard what hee candoe for him, and 
heedoth it ſo ſhortly ; that hee can ſcarcely tel] 
whar the buſineſſe is, I ſoy, in ſuch a caſe, 
would you not reckon hisprofeſſion of friend. 


apply it ro thy ſelfe, thoſe that ſay they have 
CE warich God,and they hope theireſtare: 
is good enough, they ſtand in good rearmes 
with him,bur yet, if they be in any neceſsity,for 
all the matters and occaſions that fall out from 
day today, either they thinke ofthem in them- 
ſelves,or they are apt enough to declare them to 
man, or ifthey goe to G o », they doe it negli- 


gently, they poaſt over the.matrer, ſo as _ 
ave. 


delight, bur cometo us, and weeare willing to 


Simale; 


ſhip to bee an idle and empty profeſſion ? Now: 
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have ſcarce leaſure to expreſſe themſelves and 
their doings, doe you thinke he will take ſuch 
for end? and doe your think,that this is a true, 

_ rofeffion > Therefore (toend 
| CIT I beſeech you conſider it, and take 

heed of being remiſle and negligent 
in itzfor for you ſce it is a com- 
mand from the L © x p, 
Pray continually, 


 (*#®) 
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Pray continually. 
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ON ns a little ths thus; (for, what 


oem inthis durie, fince rhe very life 
ofReligion conſifts init?) I adde thistoall I 
one in the morning, that if you 9 ene le& 
this , It expoſeth you to iſ: 
tage ; bow for the cd ——_ for ods in- 
ward man; - and there are but theſe two that you 
need tocarefor. 
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For the outward man, it: deprives you of the 
bleſſing : put the-caſe you have never ſo good 
| ſucceſle in your enterprizes ; put thecaſe you 
have outward comforts in abundance , yet ſtill 
the wm wanting ; and not onely ſo, but ir 
uncovers the roofe, as it were, and the curſe is 
rained downe upon your tables, upon your meat 
and drinke, upon all the endeavours, and all the 
enterprizes you take in band. Vee conſider not 
what wedoe, when we negle& this duty, rowhat 
danger wee expoſe our ſelves unto from day to 
day; for it is one thing to have outward com- 
——_—_ another thing to havethe bleſſing with 
m. 
2  Againe, conſiderwhat loſſe you ſuffer in the 
Intheinwird | inward man, when yee negle@ this duty at any 
Wan, time; for that isreadie to bediſtempered, and 
to goe out of order, it is readie to contratt hard- 
neſts, to contract ſoile, ſpirituall grace is read 
| todecay.lItfalls out with a mans heartas it dot 
with a garden thats negleQed, it will quick! 
bee overrunnewith weedes, if you looke not di- 
ligentlyto it, and the way to looke to it, is con- 
ſtancy in this dutie. That is a notable place, 7 
I 5. 4+ when Eliphsz obſerved ſome diſtemper in 
Tobs affe&tions (as heapprehended it)he els him 
that the ſpeech hee uſe&was not comely, but 
vaincand finfull:and what then? Surely Hob ſaith 
hee) thou reftraineft prayer from the Lord : As if hee 
ſhould ſay, It is impoſſible, 796, that thou ſhoul- 
deſt fall into theſe diſtempers, if thou diddeſt 
keepe thy courſe conſtantly in this duty ; _; 
ore 
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carcaſſe of prayer, when there is no life, no fee- 
vency init, hee regards it not. Bee not deceived 
inthis, it is a very uſuall deceit; it may beea 
| | mans conſcience would bee upon him, ifhee | 

ſhould omit italtogerher,; and therefore when 
| hee doth'ſomerhing; his heart is ſatisfied, and, 
fo hegrowes worleand worſe: therefore conſi- 
der, I ſay, that the very doing of the duty, is 
not that which the Zerd heeds, but hee, will 
have it fo performed, that the'end may beegb-| * 
tained, andithatthe thing may bee effeed, for} - | 
which you pray.;If aman ſend his ſervant;to goe 
to'fuch aplace, it is. not bis going to and fro 
that hee regards, but he would bave bins co dif- 
patch the bulinefſez 10 inalt other woukes, hee | 
| cares not for the fottnality of performance, bur 
would have the thing ſo-doxe, that it may bee 
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find ſinfull luſts there, your bufineſle is to woke 
them out by prayer, to reaſon the matter, to ex- 
poſtulate the thing before the Lord, and not to 
give over, tilt you bave ſet all the wheeles of 
your ſoule righx, till you have made your hearts 
| perfe&with G op y and if you finde your hearts 
ro00 much cleaying to the world, you muſt weane 
them,and take them off," if you find adeadnefſſe, 
unaptnes ahd indiſpofition in you,you muſt life 
up your ſoules tothe Lord,and nor giveover till 
you be quickned ,, and this: is to performe the 
duty in ſuch a manner as the Zord accepts, o- 
therwiſe it is an hypocriticall performance : for 
this is hypocrifie, whena man is not willing to 
let. the duty goe altogether, nor yet is willing 
to.performe it ferventlyand ina quickeand zea- 
lous manner : for hee thas omirs it alrogether is 
a profane;perſon, and hee that performes itzea- 
louſly, and to purpoſe, is an holy man ; bur an 
hypocrite goes betweene both, hee wonld doe 
ſomething-at it,but hee will not doe it through- 
ly. And therefore, if thou findethar thou haſt 
ubbred over this duty from day to day , thar 
thou petformeſt.it in a negligent manner, 
perfunRorily, know that it is an bypocriti- 
call performance; and therefore when wee ſpend 
ſd much time in-exborting you-toa conſtant 
courle in this duty, ſtill remember, that you 
muſt-performe.it in ſuch a manner, that it may 
haveheat and life in it, that it may bee accep- 
table to'GoD, and: doe ,good to your .owne 
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grace, and to a better temper, than (it may bee) | 
ou found them in,. when you wentabout the 


ury. . | | 
| And if you obje@ now I, but it will coſt us | | 
much time todoe this. 

Indeedthis is onecammoencauſe, among all 
the reſt, thatkeepes us off from the thorow per- 
formance of this duty,but (to ſpeake to that in a 
word) remember this, that the time that is ſpene 
incalling-upon'G o », hinders you not in your 
buſineſs, - h it ſeeme.to hinder you, and 
though it takes ſo much from rhe heape, yet in- | 
deed it increaſeth the heape,as it is ſaid of tithes 
and offerings, Bring them 1n, and thinke not, that 
becauſe you lefſen the heape,that you are poorer 
men : no, ſaith the Zord, it will increaſe your 
ſtore, 7 will open the windowes of Heaven, and you 
ſhall bave ſo much the more for it;ſo it is truein 
this caſe. In other things you ſee itwell enough; 
You know, the baiting of the horſe hinders nor 
the journey, and the oyling of the wheele, and 
the whetting of the fb rhoagh there be a ſtop 
inthe worke fora time, yetas our common ſay- 
ing is, -1whez cms ler, and the doing of this is no 
impediment. 

Anſie 2. Secondly, put the caſe it were,yet is it not the 
iegren', | Sredtevbuſineſſe, > whatis itthar you get by all 
 buſinelle, :74 | your jabours, and travailes : if itbee riches, ; 
therefore | comes natintoany compariſen' with" grace an 

— Wag holineſſe,' with that Hohes whonrich prayer 
| makes you rich.” \Bnt, ſayirbee ſomewhat more 
| noble than thar;as learning, or knowledge ; yet | 
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what is that tothe renewing of Go vs Image in|. 
us 2were itnot better,to ſpend rime to get grace 
to make us rich to Godl,to make us to get ſtrength 
in the inward man, to paſſe thorow all varictics 
of aMli&ions, in getring thatwhich is thechie- 
feſtexcellency of all others > for is notthatthe 
beſtexcellency > When Adam was in Paradiſe 
the having of Gods 1mage, you know, it excelled 
all other excellencies inthe worldzand fo it doth 
ſRill;now the more you pray,the more you get of 
this wage : for amanof much prayer is alwaies 
a man of much grace, it much increafeth thoſe 
ſpiticuall gifrs,ybich are better than all che our- 
ward things you can get by your imploimenrand 
2 | diligence inthem : therefore, I ſay,though itdoe 
& | ſpend you much time,yet know (as Chrif faid co 
| Aary) hee that prayes much, though hee bee a 
great.loſer in other things, yet he chooſerh the ber- 
rer part, | | 
Laſt of all, conſider this,yhen thou comeſt to 
offer ſacrificeto G © v, wouldeſt thou offer thar 
which coſt thee nothing > If thy continuing in 
pra ſpending much time in it,ſhould coft | 
thee ſome diſadvanrage in thy affaires;8 ſhould | that our facri- 
loſe thee that which another gaines,ſo that thou | f<< wy col 
ye not ſo much knowledge, as another man 
doth, thou doeſt nor ſo mach in thy rrade,inthy 
buſineſſe, thou doſt not ſet things in order, as 
| i | thou mighteſt havedone yet know this, that ir 
| 1s great wifedome to make our ſerviceto Gov 
coſtly tous;you know Davids choiſe; Shall / er | 
tothe Lord that which cofs me nothing 3 and _— 
| 32: D ee 
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| what thouconR, whenrhou 


= 


Akfiv. 2: 
{The beſt fit- 
ring to it,is to 
fall upon per- 
(formance. 


p occaſions, and other buſineſſe that you have to 


| longe 


| cepts it. 


| 


Tebuſzte for thatwhich he bought; in like manner 
ſince it-is to a good Maſterthat fees whar you] 
doe, that knowes what it coſteth, and what loſſe| 
yougreat, and withall that is willing and able 
to-recampence it, why ſhould you ſhorten this 
buſinefſe,. and poſt it over, becauſe of other 


doe 2+ | | | 

. Oh, butamanwill fay furrher, Tamwilling 
todoeit, but Famrunfic forit, and it may be the 

r [ ſtrive, the more unfit I grow, © 

Tothis-I anfwey, firſt, ingeneratl; if thou doe' 
it as well as thou canſtchoughthoudae irnot ſo 
well as thou ſhouldeft, in this caſe, God accepts 
the will for the deed, when a man puts bis ftrength | 


there js a lezineſſe, (for in. 
[doth bis urmoſt; as thoſe that would have'given | 
more, and could nor, theirwill was-accepred for| ** 
the deed, in-2-Cor., $412. 1ſay, when ichou doeſt| » 
whenthou ſpareſtcollabourrs| | 
gnFebplataphe the wiegtaralſeabd-gatcken) 
1t, and toenl] 
- Bur agaipa,Tadie further, there is amimgkill| 
fulneſſe. in;going about this.duryo tnany rimes 


when wear Rot fir;ye thinke romakeour ſelves'| | h 
|firterdy ſpendingrimeintho | 


ItEL,D tsand medita- 
tions before which Idenynatburchey maybe} 
\prokcable;,hut yertbis Lwillpropound:10 you; 8 
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to.it, when there is no indiligence.in him, when | bi 
n | caſo /hewill nor}! 
accept the will for the deed, but) whenamah\ 


arge it tothis duty; thenGo» ac-| "2 


| qanetee duty; yet; the: remore! preparation is 
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| when we.finde aniadiſpofition untoir, is, not to 
ſtay till wee have prepared our ſelves by medira- 
tion, but to fall preſently upon the duty ; (Iwill 
give you thereaſon of it) becauſe though a pre- 
paration is requized for the performance of every 


which is mhtended,,and:meant,:when _ 
we muſt prepare: for, ifwe ſpeake of that whic 

is immediate, the very doing of — is the 
beſt preparation'to; it; For example, if a man 
wereto'manea racey'if he were todoe any bodi- 
ly exerciſe, there muſt bee ſtrengrh of body, hee 
muſt be fed well, thathe may bave ability; bur 
theuſe of the veryexerciſe ir felfe, the very par- 
ticulara&, whioh is of the fame kind with the 
excerciſe, is the beſbching to fithim forir: ſoin 
this duty of prayer, it is true,to be ſtrong in the 
inrard man, to have much knowledge, - to have: 
much grace;zmakesamanadle and fit forthe du: 
ty zbne o_ ſpeake ofthe immediate prepara-' 
tion for it, I ſay, the beſt way to po us is the 


That the beſt way to fit ourſelves rothis dury,, | 
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Exerciſe of 
grace jacrea- 


very duty it ſelfe,asall ations(of the ſame kind) 
Thrway to codlineſſe is in the 


er, and that isa rule; 


in any grace is the exerciſe of that grace. 
It is apointthar Zurhey prefſed, and hee pre(- 


; goes abour to fit himſelfe, by working on his 


P ſed itout of his owneexperience, and this rea-| 9 
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his uoficnefſe by his owne ſtrength, and to eon- 
rend-with Satan alone ; but when aman feelerh' 
an .indiſpofition,and goes to Ged by prayer, reſt-: 
ing on God to-fit him, hee takes G ov s-ſtren 
ro Oppoſe the indiſpoſition,and deadneſſe of his 
fleſh, and the temptations of Satan, that hinder 
him;and reſt him, Therefore you ſhall find this, 
tO bee the beſt way tafit your ſelves for prayer, 
pamely to-performe the duty.If you ſeeke to ox- 
dite, and devolve your ſclves out of your un- 
fitneſſe, by the working of yaur owne thoaghts, | 
commonly;.you involve your ſelves farther into 
thoſe ——___— are caught more and more. 


But this by the way matter | 
of brat The rn A this objeRioa | 
is, thatwhich-I gave you beforegthat if aman do | 
what he can,and do it fairhfully, and in ſincerity, | | 
that.indifpoſtrion ſhall nothinder him:therfore 
1 ſtill remember ismuſt he done,it is notanexcuſe 
| tous, at anytime, nor onghtto/bee, thatwee 
[ſhould omit the duty wholly; under pretence of 
an unfirneſſe,. art 

' 2. A manis ready to fay again,Burt I find'ma- 
ny difficulties,how ſhall I doe torermmovethem > 


eAnſvv, * — hereunto I-can take, is thevery 


; ments in prays 


gaming 6f the difficultiesthemſelves toyon,that 
[you may know themand makeaccount of them, 
therefore conſider this imgenerall, thariit is not 
an cafie thing to call-upon-G ov conſtantly : 
our miſprifien of the- duty, our reckoning of 
ir,.that it is-a-more facile and eafie thing than 
it-1Sy makes. us, more.to ſlight it, and: caufeth 
x5 | _ 
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us not to goeabour it with that intenfion,which 
otherwiſe wee would, bur conſidera little what 
it is. The dutie is very ſpirituall, and our 
hearts are carnall , and it is no eafie thing to 
bring ſpirituallduries, and carnall hearts toge- 
ther, 

Thenagaine, our natures are very bechward to 
come into.the Lords preſence, partly by reaſon of 
his youu glory, by reaſon of his Majeſty, who 
dwells in light wnacceſſ#le, and our weake eyes are 
apt to be dazled with it; and partly out of unac- 
cuſtomednefle, wee are not uſed to it, and there- 
fore we are ready to flye from him,as beaſts that 
are wilde,and never were ramed to qur hands, are 
ready to _—_ us,{o backward is Our nature to 
come into his preſence. Tz 

Againe, the variety of occafions hinders us,e- 
very thing keepes us backe,for if a mans heart be 
cheorefull,ie is apttodelight inotherthings;and 
if a mans heart be ſad ( onthe other fide ) if it be 
a ſlight ſadneſſe, men are ready todrive it away 
with company, and with ſports, and with doing 
other things ; But ifthe ſadneſſe be great we are 
ſwallowed up with anguiſh of ſpirit, and then a- 
ny thing is eaſier than to pray;as you may fee by 
Iudas, it was eaſier for bim to diſpatch himſelfe, 
than to goe and call upon God, ſo iris with men, 
when they have exceſſive griefe, when their an- 
guiſh of heart is exceeding great : ſo that, whe- 
thera man hath a cheerefull diſpoſition,or a ſad, 
whether the ſadneſſe be great or ſmall, ſtill you 


Note, 


| | ſhall findea difficulty. VE 


Dz ____ nothing 


—— - ———_ — - — — — >—— 


— 


5 
Want of faith 
inGods power 
and provis 


When wee are 
ſo backward to 


| pray 20 God, 


4 | 
Werldly cares-! reſt, and n:oft common, w 


nothing todoe, our hearts will bee poſſeſt with 
vaine thoughts, and ifwe be ful of buſineſſe,that 
diftracts us alſo, and indiſpoſeth us on the other 
fide : ſo ſtill there are impediments. 

But there is one great 1m a5 the 

ich is worldly cares, 
and worldly-mindedneſſe,; worldly cares hinder 
ſpirituall prayer, and ſpirituall conference, and 
& holy performance (almoſt)ot every dury;and 
therefore if you finde a difficulty in it,looke nar- 
rowly ifthat be not the cauſe. 

Againe, another great cauſe of this difficul 
in prayer, of ſueh backewardneſſe to ir, of ſuc 
jndifpoitien toit, is, becauſe wee doe notwell 
conſider-the nature of God, wee want feith in bis 
power, and in his providence ; wee doe not confi- 
der.G o v s diſpoſing hand, which bath the gui- 
dance inevery thing that belongs to us,in health 
in ſickeneſle, jn poverty, inriches, in good fuc- 
ceſſe, andill ſucceſſe : for if wee did ſee the 
vidence of God, and acknowledge it more, wee 
ſhould be ready to call upon him , butthis want 
of faith in his providence, that the Lord isnor 
ſeenc in his greatneſſe, and in his mighty power, 
this cauſeth men to-be backeward- to ſeeke to 


When wee baveany thing to doe, of any conſe- 

, Wee are _ to poſt from this manto 

at man, and from this meanes tothatmecanes, 

butvery backward and negligent rogoto God in 

prayer, to have the thing brought to paſſe that 

wee deſire, ,and this ariſcth —_— 
an 
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pro- | 


| 


tim, but very forward to ſecke tothe creatures, | 


— 
3 a ww LY - 
l - a —_— CTY —_ a> - - 


J | great, thenwe muſt put ona reſolution to breake 


——_— 
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and from ignoranceof G o v, and our not right 
conſideration of him. 

Beſides, Satex hinders usexccedingly in this 
duty ; for he knowes ofwhat moment it is, and 
of what conſequence, and therefore hee doth as 
the Aramites did, hee fights not againſt ſmal! nor 
great,but again the King,he knowes it t3 this duty 
which quickens every grace, it is the greateſt e- 
nemy which he hath, and ifhe can keepe us from 
prayer, hee hath the upper hand of us, hee hath 
wreſted the weapon out of our hands, hee bath 
diſarmed us,as it were, and then he may do whar 
hewill with us. . 

Laſtly, the nnes we commit,eſpecially groſſe 
finnes, they are a great hindrance to this duty 
and keepe 
formance of it : for ſinnewounds the conſcience, 
itdisjoynteth and diſmembers the ſoule, and a 
disjoynted member, you know, is unfit to doe 
any buſinefſe, yea, when the ſinne is healed and 
forgiven, yet there is a ſoreneſſe left in the bearr, 
though ſome affurance of pardon ſhould follow 
wponthe commiſſion of a great ſine, ſo that this 
is another impediment. But I muſt not ſtand to 
reckon up any more, for wee ſhall finde enow by 
continuall experience. 

— The uſe wee muſt make of itis, that ifthe 
impediments bee ſo many, and the difficulties 
that keepe us from a conſtant courſe in prayer , 
and from the performance of it to purpoſe, ſo 


from the ſpirituall and cheerefull per- G 


6 
Satan hinder 


reth. 


xt KIvgr 3 31, 


through all;and lay it,as an inviolable law upon 


FR: D4 our 
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A newindif. 
ofition will 


'TO praycrs, 


Note this well, 


'are againſt 

doth * 
ſtrengraen us 
to the duty. 


be on us daily |- 


Removing the 


wbjeionithat 


our ſelves, that we will not alter. Let us thinke 
with our ſelves thar the thing is difficult, and 
will coſt all the care, and all the intcnfion rhat 
may be; yea,when thou haſt overcome the dith- 
culties at one time, it may be, the next day, thou 
ſhalt meet with new conflicts, new diſtempers, 
new affetions, new ſtrength of luſts, and a new 
indiſpoſition of mind will be on thee.and there- 
fore hee that will be conſtant inthis duty, muſt 
put ona ſtrong reſolutionzas it was the ſaying of 
a-holy man,(one of the holieſt men that theſe la- 
ter times had) that he never went to pray to God, 
but he found ſo many impediments,that except 
he bound himſelfe by an unalterable reſolution, 
which he reſolved not to break upon any accaſi- 
on,he could never have kept a conſtant courſe in 
it, or, if he had, he ſhould never have kept him- 
ſelfe from a formall, cuſtomary performance of 
it. Butt will addeno more, to preſſe this upon 
you, there hath been enough ſaid, I beſeech you 
conſiderit. 
. Icomenow tothat Ipromiſed in the morning | 
todoe, which is, that which doth exceedingly 
ſtrengthen us tothe performance of this duty of 
calling upon God, of praying continually, ( which 
we are here commanded to doe)viz.is toremove- 
certaine objections, which arein the mindes of 
men, that ſecretlyweaken the eftimarion of this 
truth, and. inſenſfibly, take us off, when wee 
marke them not : for, Beloved, when wee are (© 
negligent if it, furely there is fomerhing rhat 
is the cauſe of it,:and if wee could finde the 


cauſe, 
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cauſe, and remove it, wee could not ſpend an 
houre better. 


The obje&ions, that are commonly in the 
hearts of men, are many, I will name to you but 


theſe foure briefly. | 
Firſt, a man is ready to ſay, what need I ſpend 


4 Objections 
againſt prayer, 


Objeft. 1, 


ſo much time,and be ſo large in theexpreſſion of 
my wants to 60d, when hee knowes them ? I can- 
not make them better knowne to him,he knowes 
them well enough already, and therefore what 
needeth it ? 


ly know them,but he alſo meanes, and purpoſeth 
to beſtow them : for he hath made a promitſe to 
us, and his promiſe is firme and ſure, and G o » 


To this Lanſiver ( ina word, becauſe itisan | _4»/w, 
obje&ion that hath not muchweight in it) that | Why God will 
it is true, the Lord knowes thy wants, but with- A—_— om 
all, heewill have thee toknow them becauſe o- | knowour © 
therwiſe thou wilt not ſeek tohim for them,thoy | was. 
wilt not ſet a price upon the things that hee be- | 
ſtowes on thee, thou wilt not be thankeful to him |. 
when-be bath granted them, and therefore you 
ſhall finde our Saviour Chriſt uſeth this very ar- 
gument,as a meanes to quicken us to prayer,ſay- 
ing, Tour heavenly Father knowes what you have neede | Math, 6, 
of, what then > Shall we not therefore pray > Yes, 
ſaith hee, therefore pray yee the moreearneſtly, 
and the more importunately to him: for ſince he 
knowes your wants, hee will be more ready to 
heare your requeſts, 

I, but it will be ſaid again,that he doth not on- Objeb, 2. 


is juſt, and muſt keepe his promiſe, and when he 


hath 
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hath fully purpoſed ir, what necdes ſo » much | 
praying to bring irto paſſe ? 
Anſw. 1, | Lander, the promiſes of God aretobe under- 
Theugh God | ſtood with this ſecrer conditien annexed, Iwill 
purpoſe”... | OC ſuch and ſucha thing for you, if you pray ; 
F7+ apoo con. | though the condition be notalwaies expreſſed ; 
ditioathatwe | and therefore we ſee when Ged promiſed things 
Ay in particular, yer ſtill the ey m——_— and prayed | 
1 Kings 18. | earneſtly. VVhen he promiſedE/iah thar ir Fhoald: 
4's 416 raine, yer, wee ſce, hee prayed, and contended 
much 1n his prayer; ſowhen hee madea promiſe 
to David,that he would make him an heuſe,yer,you 
know, P avidwenttothe houſeof the Lord, 8 fate! 
before him,and made carneſt prayer, as you may 
+$ar,9.1t, | ſeen the ſecond book of Samuel: ſo Daniel had a 
a5am.7-13. | particular promiſe, yer he praicd, & praicd long, 
Dad 9. Theexample = = _ —— _— CX= 
ception,w es ſuretohim 
you ſee, he projenyea,) ns whole nights in —_ 
and therfore you muſt underſtand i thou 
you havea promiſe made, though the thing bee 
never ſo ſure to you, yet it is robee under 00d 
with this condition, if youcall upon God. 
Anſw. 3. | Now why the Lordwill bave you do it, I hew- 
int - ou many —_ inthe morning,towhich we. 
us decir to «>a rr A dy aan en 19 
wuriphim theociliopen b be purpoſe tedocthe 
'To worſhip TT ern" Grchb this _ a—— maiſt worſhip 
God, what. | him?For,whatelſe is it to worſhip the Lord? 
ſhall finde this uſuall inthe Old Teſtament, The 
le bowed themſtives and worſbigped , or "they 
hd won their faces and worſhipped, The a——_ 


me 


—_ 


—_—_— 


— — 


TO The Saints daily Exerciſe | 4 


is this, toworſhip God is nothing elſe, but to ac- 
knowledge the worthineſſe that is in him. As 
when you doe worſhip toa man, you doe uſe fo 
much outward demeanor and obſervance tohim, 
as may acknowledge aworth in him above ano- 
ther man :and as outward geſture,is the outward 
worſhipping of God, ſothe inward worſhipis in- | Prayer ae- 
wardly to acknowledge his attributes, Now you | knowledget 
ſhall ſee, prayer gives an acknowledgement of | vue. 
bis Attributes moſt of any thing : for hee that 
_ to God, he doth,in ſodoing, acknowledge 

is ewnipreſence,and his omniſcience;that he heares | Omnilcience. 
that which the Idols of the Gentzles could not | 
doe; that he knowes the ſecrets ofmens hearts, 
that neither men nor Angels candoe. 

Againe, it acknowledgeth his — ' Powers 

$3 IO0T 
ceke to 


Power, that hee is able to doe any _ 
that is preſuppoſed, when we comeand 
hi 


im. 
_ Thirdly, it acknowledgetbhis Mfercyand bis | Me&- 
| z thas he is not onely able, bur excee- 
ing willing to helpe. | 

ſly, itacknowledgeth his Truth, that as he ' Trub, 
hath promiſed, ſo, I make accountheewill per- 
forme it,vhen I goe and ſeeke to him, ina word, 
all the Attributes of God are acknowledged in 
prayer. Therefore, therein you worſhip himin a 
ſpeciall manner,when you goe and ſecke to him, 
& pray to him, for in ſo doing you acknowledge 
him, yea,you acknowledge him to be a Lordand 
a fatherzas when we ſee a childe runne toa man, 
and aske him bleſfing,whenwe ſee him — 
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| food, and rayment, wee ſay, ſurely ſuch a man 
is bis Father, ſothis very praying to Gov, is a 
worſhipping of him, becauſe it acknowledgeth 
his Attributes, and his relation to us,and ours to 


him. 2 | 
But againe, thirdly, it will be objeQed,I bur, 
alas = can the endeavours or the prayers 
ofa weake man doe ? can they change the pur- 
poſe of Almighty God, if heedoenot intend to 
— thing for mee, ſhall I hope to alter 
? 

- Foranſwer hereto, I ſay this, in briefe, that 
when you doecall upon God, hee is not changed 
by your prayers, but the change is wreughe 
in you; as wee have ſaid to you heretofore, 
when a Phyſician is ſought unto by his Pati- 
ent, the Paticnt deſires him earneſtly to give 
him ſuch a cordiall, and ſuch a reſtorative Phy- 
ſicke, that is pleafing to him, the Phyſician de- 
nies him long, yet in the end, hee yeelds unto it, 
Why > not becauſe there is any change in the 
Phyſician, but becauſe there is oa en 1m the 
Patient, he is now fitted for this, before hee was 
not : ſo then the Phyſician yeelds now, whereas 
before herefuſed , and yet the change is in the 
Patient,and not in the Phyſician : in like manner 
beloved, when you goe abour to ſtrive with God 
in prayer, when you contend, and wraſtle with 
him, (for ſo weought rodoe) whenyouuſe ma- 
| fy reaſons to perfwadehim, you alter not him, 

bur your ſelves : for thoſe arguments that you 
. | uſe, are not fomuch to perfmade him to helpe 

you, 


* 
*% 
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you, as'to-perſwade your owne hearts to more 
faith; to-more love, tomore obedience, to more 
humility and thankefulneſſe, and that indeed is 
the reaſon, why prayer prevailes with God, not 
that the very ſending it up is that that prevailes 
with him, but becaaſe a faithfull and j iritual[l 
prayerputs.the heart ina detter-diſpofition, ſo 
that a*man is now made ready toreceive a bleſ. 
ſing at Gov's hands, that before hee was not: 
And therefore, when: you thinke you draw Ged 
to you, with your arguments, ih truch, you draw 

ſelves necrer to him'z as whena man ina 
ſhip pluckesa rocke, it ſeemerh as if he En 
the rocke neerer to the ſhip, when as indeed the 
ſhip is plucked necrerto the'rocke: ſo; I fay,we 
draw our ſelves'\neerer'to' rhe: Lord's now when 
wee draw' neerer to the Lo =», in prayer, and 
there is a ſpirituall diſpoſition wrought in our 
hearts, by' the execreiſe of this duty, then -in- 
deede rhe Loyd dfawes' necre-to0 tis; to ſend'us 
helpey and to-grant our requeſts; that wee pur 
up to'himgand therfore I ſay (which you ſhonlkd 
marke by the way) that every prayer, as it hath a 
bigher pitch of holinefſe in affeRion; and asir 
hath ſtronger argumentsin it',/ ſ0'it':s a'betrer 
prayer, not becauſe this prayer ſhall prevajle 
with Gov more, or, that the excellency of 
this prayer ſhould move him,- bux-beeadſe this 
pitch of holy affetion, and ſtretpth of argu- 
ment workes upon your hearts :'for the ſtrengeli 
of arguments moves your underſtanding, and 
the holinefſe of affe&ion purs-your will: in a 


el. 


 Simile; 


Whar prayers 


are the beſt, 
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EO frameand TD diſpoſeth your hearts,and fits you, 


| as the patient, weſpake of before, is firted, widen 
$0 Phoyfcian is walling to give. the thing hede- 


ws the laſt obje&ion, which indeed i is more 
thanallibe reſt,is:this; _::: 

\t Aaan is ready to, lay, wee ſee therearemss | 
ny men that dognotcall upon God, and yetenjo 
many mercies.: it may bee, amancan fay with | 
 himſclte, when hee:did not uſe to pray, hee had 
 heakb, and and protection. 11320 .746 | 

- -Againe, on other fide, he bath. prayed for 
ſuch and ſuch wm 4 yet they bave not been 
granted, So this'objeftion bath two parts, char 
a man;bath obtained Lbleflings, withour prayer, 

againe he hath prayed, and yet hee hathnet 
cbeaiood th che bleſings he ſought! for, at the Lords 


.-Foranfwex tothe fieſ, that mendoe obraine 
many bleflings thatdae nar pray,. (as how many 
RED T7 eng 

and peace, a 
ell things,and yertceither they ſeek 
0s if they doe, yer'nat ina.holyand 

Con manner) and therefore this objeQion 

had need:toheanfirered ; which 1 will doe with 
as mych brevity as I can. 

I Firk; though! they havertheſe bleſlings, yet 
Anſwer to the + they havethem uncertainely, ha no pro- 
art parrot the | miſe of them, they- cannot build uponthem 
Anſw. 1, | Whereas they are ſure-mercicsto the, righteous 


may, hoe can build FI blefings : als 


—— 


tht ll ———————. 
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{and hee hath fure promiſes to build om, 7ch&s 
ther, though hee'haththem, a SS aip- 
' pery place, when he enjoyes them ;/ it'is ar wee? 
| dentall thing, he hath them fronuthe hand-6Fan 
' enemy, and he knowes not haw fong/beſtatlen- 
joy them. 5 oO V7 O00 8 D111; LIVE 
ButI anfier againe, (which is the chieſegn- 
fwetto this objeRion) that there'tsa great deale 
,of difference betweenehaving bleſſinghthroagh 
[rhe providence of God, and berivecnc ving them 
fromthe mercy of G o'v;and by vertue of his pro- 
miſe, and out of his leve tousin Chriſt Tefas, 'A 


, 


(6 G od 54d thacthe'made Tervboemd King, hee 
' gave hitn 4Kitigdomez and many ach paſſages 
we ſhall findew nmeneomeunuſtly to thert, 
as hedid to the Kmgdome, yer Godſaith; hedid 


kath remaiot H"inerey: forifahow hattelleſe 
bleflings, health and fleepe, and ſucceſſs/irrh 


enterprizes, ffom day today, and yerthy heart 
fels how itSin thor hodtuabe foughoehonn 
at the LovdZhabide;s chow oughteft; I faywafoch 
 aman,(andinarke it) irwere betterforhiachat 
hee fhould want them :- for certainely, whktrhee 
| FathtReny;in this mariner lie hath thens withone 
+ Helis; yea.he hath them with\zentſe; wt ſb 
bad'bet&r tobe without them, ds ithad birbut 
terfor Hjab to havebcenewithouthis vineyard; 
and a5 i had beene- better for: Gehexi , to bave 


hath'a father t6/goeto, whoſe lovehneknowes; 
| bleflings with | 


| out proyer, 


| certainely, 


| 


traturall man may have tnany bleſſingsof G o »; | G 


it, that is, it was by his providence ) and yevhee | 


we were better 
wantthc my 


4 | 


y 


Men that have 


have them un- 


Anf\v, 2' 
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meas tha Aſſyries, for you know hee had rhe'le- 
with it: it had beene better for the chil- 
| drenof /ſrae/to have gonewithout mo 
for-you know the curſe that followed, death 
bs m_s man thall have 
pRace i nceofal things 
without ekivg ham at the Lerds hands, bh 
day to day, Iſay, hee had much better want 
them ; for there goes death togetherwith them. 
It is {ajd- plairiely, that eaſe layerh the foolfh, 
(&hat is efay)this very | mparkey this heining, 
(notw1 nga ing of prayer, and © 
| bol Gare) Lay, ircure cath R , wr is 
1 as ining of the Vincyard,b | 
to 4Leheb, Cogekigas the Kingdome was the 
deſtruction of /erohoem, and therefore men have 
littlecauſerocomfert themſelves with this,that 
Crap mneny:bickings, and never pray for 
#\/ Dl! es 11 FL (Oro ptiug gt, ape ts 
\ But, to,anfwrer this. point more fully, I bay, 
many:blefſings are beſtowed nog men, not for 
theirowne ſakes, but forthe nee ng." 
man may have ſtrength of body, hee may h 
. | greatgitts of mind, he wy have greatſucceſſe in 
uſing ehoſe gifts,he may bring greatenterprizes 
- | to paſſe; ſothat you may truely ſay, the band of 
Go» is with him,! all this may bedone, got for 
hisowne ſake, but for «be ſake of tkeChurch,and 
| Soyo G ©» ſome other way, that bee mighe 
ae ſome ſervice; tothis ſe you ſee, it is 
plainely ſaid of Cyrus, ([ſeigh45.4-) faith the 
lava the, For 1acoh my ſervancs ſeke,und fer Ni 
cx rae 


— 
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racl mine eleBs ſake I have called thee by name, and. 
have given thee this great porer, and all this great 
ſweceſle, although thou thy ſelfe have not knowne mee, 
(Marke ) Cyrws was a moſt proſperous man, 
Gods hand was mighty with him, and yer all 
this. was not for -his.. owne ſake, bur the] 
Churches ſake: ſoyou may tbink it is when men 

roſper,, many times, it is not for their owne 
likes, bur tq fulfill ſome other end;of Gaps 
rovidence therefore; marke this,and keepe 


2 


doeſk not 


oo 
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Anſw:r tothe 
ſecond part of 
. tke objeQions 


Anſw. 
Our prayers 
are ofc times 
amiſle in one 
of theſc rbree 
reſpedts. 


Furſt, in re» 
{pe oi the 
principle 
whence they 
flow, when 
they are bur 
-naturall de- 
fucss 


chilg 


rides the cane ts 16 cnit- AGe pra 


unfir,moſtrmilookt for, Its quite evhtraty with 
che:Saimrs, he'eurs them indue ſeaſon, hee lops 
them in duetime, whenit is beſt fot them, thar 
they miay grow the better for it. 

Botrow for the other pdtr of the abjealant 


miy be, ctiatty among you ate h&vw ready T7 


I have Grapes for fuch ahd ſiich thin 
have beene carheſt;and yer the Lord hack & Fo ind 
me:My Beloved,ifwe can{atisfie this ob} 


 wee{hall thet/rake this impedimniehr r away; pre 

| wee nb In this 6b which, as T| 
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mecd'tobeUneAtd in/d 3 ficift TN p- 
ooticenies bit - when oers.r hngtrs | 


rricured, and taken ont Mr A 
Archer i i$ Nena 


Germ Tara: = 4 


_ Lord 


| not bean expreſſian of holy deſires to the Lord; 


* | fires may makeus more importunate, and may 
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Lord in ſuchacaſe, and yet bis prayer may bee 
amifſe, is may not beaſ) pirituall prayer, :ir may 


for they onely prevaile with him : and yer I ſay 
nor, the naturall are excluded, (that is not my 
— they may adde winde to the ſailes, 
though bolineſſe may guide the rudder,gnd keep 
the courſe,and make the ſterage,yet gaturall de- 


adde much tot: therefore, I ſay, confider thy 


rayer. OE | 
: Secondly, Conſider againe, when thou haſt 
ſought ſocarneſtly to God, whether it be not to 
beſtow it upon thy luſts,as the Apoſtle ſpeakes, ſav. 
& may bee, thou art carneſt with God, but haſt 
thou not an eye to thy owne glory, tothine own 
praiſe and credit init? when thou waſt earneſt 
for health, was it not thatthou mjghteſt live 
moredeliciouſly>»whenthoudeſireft wealth,and 
ſucceſle in thine enterprizes, that tend to mend 
thy ſtate, .is it not out of ſome ambition > you 
know, that deſire is condemned, 1f avy man mil 
berich; is it not adeſire of greatnefle > would 
you nat be ſome body in your place, and ſet up 
your houſe and family > Such things indeede 
G,o p .beftowes upon men, but to have ourde- 
fires pachedupon them,and to pray for them in 
that ſenſe, is amiſſe,; and my rule for jt is inthe 
firſt ro Tzmorhy the (ixth chapter,the ninth verſe, 
If a menwill berich, &c. that is ,whena mande- 


roſpe®d che 
1c whenthey | 
4-3- when thou haſta buſineſle tobe performed, | * 


Naturall de- 
fires not ex- 
cluded in true 
prayer, 


Swale, 


Secondly, in | 


rt Ti6.9. 


f 


fireth exceſſively more than faod and rayment 


E 2 conenient 


y_ G_ 


— Suing - << Oa- 2 - —— — 
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When the na- 
turzl affedion 
| degenerates 
inco a luſt. 


Queſts 


eA n/W . 
4 How te know! 
when we pray, 
to beſtow 
rhings on our 


5 ile. 


L 


| is theexpetice of the things God hath beſtowed 


{oh you, when” hee hath put a price into your 


|" anfiver,If a'man conſultwith his owne heart, 


| ard have a'great fumme of money 'thar his 
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convenient for him, then certainely the naturall 
affe@ion 13 degenerate into a luſt , forwhen any 
affeion exceeds, ir ceaſethto bee art affeion, 
and begins to be a luſt : and therefore where it is 
ſaid, If anyman will bee rich, &c. itis faid after, it 
isa buſt. - Fo ror 
But you will ſay, how ſhalla man know,ywhen 
his prayeris to beſtow that which he prayeth for 
n his luſts > 


and deale impartially with himſelfe, hee m4 
know what his ends are, bur if you cannot finde 


| it out that way, you may know itby the effe& , 


6a may knoiv it by the bils you bring in. What 


hands,” conſider how you beſtow 1t, Ifa Stew- 


Maſtethath ttaſted him with, and his bills bee, 


our owne plots, and our owne worldly buſinef] 

without reſpe& to God , not ſerving God, nor 
men {rr ourcalling, as wee ſhonld doe, and rhar 
there hath beene little time beſtowed'in prayer, 
in' reading, in making our hearts perfe& with 
God, intaking paites with them from day today; 


1 fay, if wee thus looke upon' the'bill of ex- 


'thathe hath beſtowed ſo much in riot, ſo much | 
\infine apparell, &c. but there hath beene but & | 
; [much beſtowed for-his Maſters advantage, it 
Mis at argument he harh ſpent it ill; ſowheh wee 
ſee there hath beene ſo much' health ſpent, ſo- 
'F muck time; and ſo-much ſtrength, in rowing 

© 


pencc,! 


| and not with carnall and corrupt affeRions,then | 
and to waite, and the Zerd will come in duc 
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pence, and confider how wee have beſtowed our 
time, our health,our ſtrengrth,our wits, from day 
to day, and our diicourle ( for that is oneprice 


good, it isas a Bucket by which wee may draw 
trom others ; ahd likewiſe it is asa ſpring, and 
fountaine, wherewithwee raay feed others, with 
the waters of life, )conſider how we have laid out 
all theſe things, and by that we may know, how | 
we arc diſpoſed to uſe the bleflings wee ſeeke for 
at G o ps hands, whether wee ſeeke them to be- 
ſtow them upon our luſts,or to ſpend thoſe gifts 
to our Maſters advantage and, if wee findewee 
doe it for our owne luſts; in this caſe I ſay to you 
gocand amend your prayers, and Go will a- 
mend oi eding, We muſtdoc'in this caſe, 
as an Angler doth when hee hath throwne the 
bait into the River, if it ſtay long, and catch no. 
thing, hee takes up the bair, and amends it, and 
when he ſees it well, hee then continues, and 
many in SE muſt — = __ doe 
it thou pra ylong,and haſt not obtai 
thethi - «rs for,look diligently to thy 
prayers, cewhether they beright orno, ifthey 
e not, amend thy prayers, and God will amend 
his readineſſe tq heare thee ; if thou finde they 
be ſincere and hearty,mingled with holy deſires, 


let the bait lye ſtill, that is, continue to pray , 


that we have in our hands, by which we may doe| 


time, BY ET. 
Dare ner athonghic beone maine thing 


for | 


—_ I 


Sinvele. 


Simvite, 
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lareſpeR of 
the manner , 
when they arc 


utrered care» 


lebely. 


What moves 
God to dec us 
good and cvil, 


Anfvv, 3+ 


Ged grants 
our praiers oft 
times, yer, 


Firſt, not in 


that manaer, 


aswedefirc, 


| have miſcarried in his bu 


| for beſides this, when thou art not heard , conſi- 


der,if thou haſt not prayed remiſſely,it is acom-| 
moa fault amongſt us, when wee facced not in 
our praiers,we attribute it to many other things, 
but not to ur remiſneſſe and careleſneſle in ſeek-' 
ingtoGov; ifaman want ſleepe, ifhee finde 
ſickneſſeand weakeneſſe,and diſtemper of body, 
be thinkes that he hath catenamiſſe, and con(i- 
ders not whether he hath _— amiſſe;ifa man 
fe, hee begins to 
thinke, whether he hath not beene improvident, 
whether he hath not dealt fooliſhly, whether he 
hath not omitted ſuch and ſuch meanes, as hee 
—_ have uſed, hee never thinkes whether hee 
bath prayed amiſſe or no;when that (perhaps) is 
the cauſe of our miſcarrying, and not the thi 
which wecommonly atrriduceirunto:forthough 
G o +benoethe immediate cauſe you know hee 
9 o_ cauſc z- There no iff, that hetharh ior 
dave: that which moves him is alway either grace 
or ſin, as that which moves him todoe us good, 
is ourmbediehce tohim:; and'thatwhich moves 
hitnqothe comrary;is neple&ton oor part,” * - 


— Kut toanſeer further; fe thyprayers be 
right, yerthivis to bee conlidered', that Giren, 


aremot-heard;; and therefore you raft 
that miſconceit, Av for example, tmetime 
wheawee would have the thing inone faſhion, 
Gbo beſtowesrhe fame thing uponus inano- 
ther; and therefore thou maiſt bee deceived in 


times aman isdeccived, i rays 
Sh 
ens 


that; itumaydec, aman'prayes — 
ec 


p_ 
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enemy from doi 


heemay have a irong body, to doe G o p ſer- 
vice withall, when as, perhaps ſicknefle of body 
makes himdae him better ſervice, becauſe it 
keepes him/in more awe, it weanes him more 
from theworld, and makes him more heavenly- 
| minded; You know the caſe of Fas/, hee would 
fain have bad that luſt taken away that is ſpoken 
of, 2 Cor. 12.9. and m_ ſurely the thing hee 
would haye had, was, to have his heart in an ho- 
ly and right frame of grace ; now, though Pu/ 
had not his _—_ granted that way he looked | 
for, yet hee had it another way, the Lord increa- 

ſed in him the grace of humility by it, hee ſaw 
his owne weakenefſe, and the power of Chriſt 
the more; and when this was diſcovered unto 
him, he was content. . 

Is it not all one, wherherthe Lord keepes an| 
us hurt, or thathe gives us 
a ſtrong helmet or buckler to keepe off the blow 
from wounding us ? it may be a man prayes for 
money, and for eſtate; if God provide him meate 
anddrink, and cloathes ſufficiently, in ſtead of 
this, is it notall one? It may beanothcrwould 
have a greater d of convenienicy for his 
dwelling houſe,and many other things, if G o Þ 
give him a body able to endure that which is 
more courſe, all is one, as ifhee were provided 
for more delicately. It is all one, whether a Phy- 
ſician quench the thirſt of his —_— giving 
him beere and drinke that is comfortableunto 
him, or by giving him Barberries, or ſomewhat 
elſe, that will doe the thing as well: and ir is c- 


2 COM, 189 e 


Side, 


— 
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| 2 Not by thoſe 
meanes,which 
ve pr opound. 


X 


| Inft ances» 


— A. ta, te... 


; KITE 


quall ro the childe whether the Nurſe fcedes it 
with mille and other nouriſhment prepared for 


| it, or gives it thebreſt which it moſtdeſireth : 


Even fo it is all one to thee, whether the Lord 
anſiveres thy 7 ney: and gives thee the thin 
in the very ſelf-ſaine manner that thou woulde 
have it; or beſtowes it in another manner every 
whit as well, if not better for thee. 

Secondly, as weeare deceived in the manner, 
ſowee are deceived in the meanes oft times, in 


upon ſuch a particular meanes, and thinkes veri» 
ly that this is the way,or none, yet it may be the 
Lord will find out another way,thatthou diddeſt 
never dreameof, Payl-prayed to bavea proſpe 
rous journey to Rome, bee little thought, that 
when he was bound at 7er»ſalem, and poſted up 
and downe from one priſon to another, G op 
was now ſending him to Rome, yet he ſent him, 
and fent him: very ſafewith a-great company at- 
tending upon bim,he ſent him it maybe in a'bet- 
ter manner than hee himſelfe would have gone, 
and yet it was by ſuch a meanes as he could never 
dreame of, Alſo you know, Neamas the Afſy- 
rien, hee had pitched upon a p—_ meanes, 
he thought the Prophet would have ſurely come 
forth, and have laid his hands upon him , but to gae 
jand waſh in /erdan,he thought his labourall loft, 
jand bis requeſt which hee madeto the Prophet 
tono purpoſe, for itwas athing that hee never 
thoughtof, it was a weake and poore meanes 


thathee made naaccountof,. yet that was the 
L ., meanes, 


ſeeking to God, When a-manprayes,he pitcheth | 


bl 


—_ ERIE Ep OY 
he Saints daily Exerciſe. | $7 | 
It meanes that God intended : fo I ſay, wee oft de- 
for | ceive our ſelves, wee =_ opon ſuch particular 
bh: wayes, and when theſe faile us, ſeeing that wee 
rd have prayed that theſe meanes might bee uſed, 
os and G o v doth not uſe them, wee thinke pre- 
e - | ſently itcannot be effeQed. Zoſeph thought verily 
Ty | Pharoahs ſteward ſhould have beene the meanes to 
- | bring the promiſe to paſſe, 8& afterthat,Pharoahs 
cr, Butler he uſed as a meanes, when hedefired him 
in | to remember him; and yer all this was not the 
th : | meanes, bur another,yhich he never thought of, 
The ' | which wasadreame of Pharoahs : the like was in 
be * | thecaſeof Morderai, deliverance camea ſtrange 
eſt Y way,a way that Mordecai never imagined. So A- 
»i | 6r4ham thought verily that Iſmael had beene the 
1at ſonne of the promiſe, bur God tells him hee was 
up deceived,71ſasc was the ſonne, in whom he would 
OD + | make good thepromiſe. So the/ſraelires thought 
m,| - ** | that Afoſes ſhould havedelivered them, rhar it 
at- | | ſhould have beene preſently true, that the yoke 
et- : | ofbondage ſhould have immediatelybeen taken 
ne, off from them ; but wee ſee G op went another 
ver| + | wayto worke, heeſent Moſes away intoa farre 
iba Countrey, and the bondage was exceedingly in- 
es,| * |creaſeduponthem; ſothat they rhoughr they 
UE _ [were Farther off now thanever they were before, 
OC bur in truth, they were neerer : for the increaſe : '1 
MN, of the bondage, increaſed Phaeroghs finne, and | '*, | 
et . , | madehimripe for deſtrution: Againe,it increa- | 
er | '* | ſedthepeoples humility, it madethem to pray 
> | harder, and to cry more fervently ro'Gov for | 
(deliverance, and ſoritmade them more fir for _ 


—— —— 
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and Miſes at the laſt was more fitted to bee a 


deliverer after hee was ſo long trained up, and 
was ſo much humbled ; fo that when Go » 


ſeemes tous to goe a cleane contrary way,yet it 
is his next way to bring it to paſſe. Beloved, it is 
a common thing with us, wee pitch upon a cer- 
taine particular meanes, wee thinke ſuch a man 
muſt doe it, or ſuch a courſe muſt doe it, when 
the Lord intends nothing lefle; -And the reaſon 
often is, becauſe ifwe ſhould have deliverance, 
many times by ſuch meanes, by ſuch men, and 
by ſuch wayes, wee would attribute too much 
to the meanes. Therefore, we ſee, while Gideon 
hadagreat Army the Lord would not doe it, it 
was too great forhim , and therefore wee fee to 
what a {mall number hee b 
times men thinke,oh if I had ſucha mans helpe, 


or if I had fach « meanes; it would doe the 


thing, the enterpriſe would be brought to paſſe: 
when we make too much account of it, th Lond 
(it may bee) caſts away that, which ſeemed 


| moſt probable, and ( even as he doth moſt of his 
workes, as hee builds his owne Kingdome 
able meanes 


by the moſt fooliſh and improb 
of all other, ſo ) often hee doth our buſi- 
neſſe by ſuch meanes,- that wee leaſt dreame 
of : therefore bee not diſcouraged. Suppoſewe 
pray, that ſuch a great Prince ſhould raiſe the 
Churches, that ſuch awarre, that ſuch an enter- 
priſe, and proje& may doe it, put the caſe the 
Lord will not doe it fo, arewee then preſently 
undone ? and is there no helpe, non + uch a 

ttaile 


tit: ſooft-. 


| 


—— 
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battaile is overthrowne, becauſe ſuch a King 
did not ſucceed, becauſe ſuch a General! had nor 
ſucceſſe according to our expectation? It may 
bee that is not the way, the Lord wilBelpe the 
Church after another manner, than wee dreame 
of, and ſo for a mans ſelfe, hee hath a great buſi- | 
neſſe ro bee done, or hee is in diſtreſſe, and 
would have deliverance, and hee thinkes this: 
is the way, or none; and therefore hee is car- 
neſt to have it done: now it is good, in this 
ca ſe, to leave it to the Lox», tomake our: 
requeſts knowne to him;andwhen we have done 
that, to-bee no further carefull, bur leave it to 
the Lord, todocithis owne way ; for hee is moſt 
'$kilfull, 
If you take a skilfull Workeman, and ſay no 
more tohinr bur thus : Sir, I pray you doe mee 
ſachaching,; if it were the bringing of warer, 
orthe ſetting up ofa building, it may bee, hee 
will goca way to worke, that thou knoweſt not 
what it meanes, and yet thou wilt truſt him : 
why then wile thou not traſt Goo, and ſuffer 
him to goc his owne way? 'for when thou art 
cro(ſed ini that thing, wherein (it may bee) of all 
others,thon wouldeſt not be croſſed, perhaps thar 
ſame is rhebeft way of all other, tobring the 
thing. ro paſſe that thouwdeſireſt. 
Thitdly, ag wee arcdeceived inthe manner; 
and the meattes, ſo likewiſe wee miſtake the 


| 


the thing, burhor'ir that time that thouwoul- 


time :' it may bee the Lord is willing to doe | 


Simile, 


deft have Hitn,- When fhan prayes to bee deli- || 
| pdnbvte | vered || 
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vered from ſuch trouble, from ſuch a diſtreſſe 
and afiaion, hee Thinkes the time very long, 
and faith, hee is not heard, becauſe hee isnot 
delivered®preſently : wee would all have the 
ſmarting plaiſter preſently tooke off, bur the 
Lox» 1s wiſer than wee, (as the Phyſician 
knowes what belongs to the Patient better 
than himſelfe) though hee doe it not pre- 
ſently, yer hee will doe it in his good time. 
Therefore ſay not, thou art not heard, chou 
muſt rake heede of taking delayes for denyals , 
the Lord will deferre to doc the thing, yet hee 
will doe it, and doe itin the beſt ſeaſon : for this 
is a generall rule, Gods time #u the beſt time. 
When thou commeſtto pray for a thing, thou 
wouldeſt have it' done preſently , and thou 
thinkeſt it is the beſt time, all the controver- 
fie betweene Gap, and thee is, which is the 
fitteſt time to have irdone, thou thinkeſt per-; 
haps preſently ; God againe ( it may bee) will 
doe it a yeere ;{urely he is the beſt chooſer, 
and wee ſhall finder fo, and therefore be con- 
tent to wait his leaſure : For he may have 

ends in deferring ir, it may bee to 


— 


(as hee did the faith of the Canaaxite, whom 
therefore hee would not heare 3) it may be toin- 
creaſe thy holines, to pur thy heart into a better 


temper, and therefore he de l . ' Hee 
meant to doe that for 7aceb, that ke did, yethee 
ſuffered 1acob to mreftle al night, and yet, hee | 
would. not doe it till the inſtant of the moyx-! 


* ew * 1 
_—— 
T4 = . 
a” * 4 y—_ 
= ix 


try thy faith, | 


ning appeared: ſo it was with Daniel, wy = 
| wer 


_——— 
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ſerwent forth when hee began to pray, yet hee 
would have him-inſtant, and continue inprayer , 
fo (I ſay) the Lord may have many ends why hee 
deferres, let us therefore. bee content totake his 
owne time, | | 

Laſtofall, conſider this when thou ſeekeſt ro 
the Lord, to have anything done, it is poſſible 
that it may croſle ſome other paſſage of his pro- 
vidence ; and-in this caſe thou ſhouldeſt be con- 
tent tobe denied, 

But, youwill ſay, why may not both bee ac- 
commodated > 

I anſwer, fo they ſhall, though thou ſee not 
how ; for it isnotwith God as it 1s with man : if 
a man doe a good turne to one,two being earneſt 
petitioners whoſe welkbeing wholly depends 
'on the ſucceſle, hee muſt needs doc an ill turne 
| toanother ; bur Godcompoſeth all for the beſt. 

As for example, David deſired exceedingly to 

build a Temple z yet the Zerd had anotherend, 
for hee had reſolved in his providence to make 
Salomon the builder of it, which indeede was 
much better for David? forwhat more than hee 
had could David have gotten, if he had done it >: 
ſceing the Lord gave him as full areward, as if he 
had done it: for he tels him,that for that purpoſe 
of building G o p an houſe, he would build him 
an houſe : ſo that David had his end tothe full, 
| though Sa/emon did build the Temple. In like 
manner in the Land of Canzar amonſt the 1ſrae- 
lites the Lord kept the Canaanites but it was for 


3; 


Anſw 3. 
Our prayers 
way crofſe 
ſome paſlage 
of Gods provi- 
dence. 


Objett. 
Anſw. 


Simmnle, 


their profit toexerciſe them, and keepe them in 
feare,. 
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feare,leſt at an tings they thould forger him, $0 
alfowee finde by.expenicnce, there are ſame pal- 
of wy Ds __ <tc 
we would wi to,in that itwere 
better,thar it abr be ſo,than other- 
won therfore ic isberter,ja | 
_ ſome caſe,thatwe ſhould 
| bee denyed. 
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thiswee muſt yeeld to Go »; as heedoth allhis 
worke$4 tr oder —LUgs Hhagramwour ee 
titiatis Dpointed 
time for apy roms NE Ws cheek for or 
bleſſing, for any tran andex- 
4 from his i Now,if our ſelves p] right- 
ſy fre: it, wee would: have things done for us in 
x ts moſt inconvenient time, wee would have the 
ſmarting plaifter pulled off, before the wound be 
bealcdy whereas x is beſt for ave it kept | 
on ? Befoved, you thall finde, rhac Goddivides-be- | 
tweene Sara and us,in this calc, as we ſee Revel, 
2.10. Satax Thalt caff fame of you ihre-priſon, ard | 
you ſhall bee there for tenne dayes * it was not ſo lon 
as Satan would havehad it, ie maybe, hewauld | 
have had it tenneand ten too, nor againe, it was | 
not ſo ſhort as God would have had ir, bur God | 


ſers downe the tim eene, chem both + and 
thereforewe muſt Rena thinke that 


many.times there is great reaſon,why.we ſhould 
NOEPPNOED bedeferred, when Tk things athis this liarids, 
of Gods deſer- | NOW ot Pal fog Drier | 


ring to grant 
our Lg: 
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earneſtly, bur God rold him, that hee would de- 
ferre him, becauſe he needed more humility : ſo 
hedeferred to grant the requeſt; rhat the men of 
Iſrael put up to him againit Benjamin, when the 
cauſe was juit, and God intended to helpe them, 
yetthey fell before rheir cnemies twice, though 
they faſted and prayed, his end was, as we ſee in 
the Text,that they might be more humbled,thar 
their hearts might be more broken, that they 
might be more fitced to receive it, 

Againe, ſometimes God delcrres,that we mighr 
be moreable to uſe thoſeblefſings that he means 
to beſtoy upon us:ſ9 he deferred to raiſe zoſeph to 
preferment ; ſohee deferred to bring David to 
the Kingdome; that thoſe aflitions that they 
endured mighr the better fit them to enjoy fo 
great proſperity;as he had provided forthem af- 
terwards. 

And laſtly,he defers,that he might ſera high- 
er price upon his bleſſings, that bee might 1n- 
haunce the price of them , as the fiſher drawes 
away the bait, that the fiſh might follow it the 
more: ſo Gop with-holds bleſſings, that wee 
might have a greater edge ſet upon our defires, 
that wee might pray harder for them, thatwee 
—_— prize them more, when we have obtained 
them, 

Now, as he doth thus for the time, and as we 
are often deceived in the time, in taking delayes 
for denials; ſolikewiſe wee are hate 
in the meaſure : many times G o y grants the 


things that wee woald have, but becauſewee 
F have? 


3 
Toenablens 
to ule his bleſ- 
fings whea we 
have them, 
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Alefcmes- 


ſure may ſerve 


as well as a 
reater. 


learcd inIn- 


NRances. 


: Wealth. 
Pſal, 37. 16. 


Simle. 


bave not ſo large a meaſure as we expe, there- 


Lord hath denicd us our prayers, when indecd 
hee hath not, for a leſſer meaſure, many times, 
may ſerveas well as a greater: as Gov ſaith to 
Paul, My grace is ſufficient for thee, Though the 
temptation doe abide upon us, if there be ſufh- 
cient grace to keepe us in acontinuall conflic, 
and warre againſt it,if there be ſufficient graceto 


| obraine pardon, touphold, and ro comfort us in 


it, it is enough, it raay bring us to-heaven , wee 
have a deliverance from it, even when we ſeeme 
not tobe delivered, though wee have r.ot ſo-full 
a vitory, as wee would have, yet that grace may 
be ſufficient. 

You ſhall ſee this almoſt in all thethings we 
have occaſion to requeſt at G's Þ s hands, that a 
leſſer meaſure may ſerve as well as a greater. 
Take it firſt in outward things. 

A little wealth may ſerveas well as great re- 
venues,as in Pſal. 37.16. A little that the righte- 
ous hath,ie better than the great revenues of the wicked: 
becauſe a little, when G-o Þ ſhall fill iewith his 
blefſings, it ſhall ſerve the turne as well:, but, if a 
man hath great revenues, and God-blowes upon 
them,and leaves anemprineſſe in them-ifa man 
have great revenues, if hee have great outward 
comforts,yect if there be an emprines if there be 


]a vanity in them, if theybeas rhe huske withour 


the graine , as the ſhell without the kernel!, as 
they are often; though there bee a great bulke, 
and they ſeeme very fit'to comfort us, yer they 


will 


fore wee thinke we have it not at all,and that the 
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for inthis cale it is as *twas with anne, Thoſe 
that had little had ſufficient, and thoſe that gathered o. 
ver, had never anhit the more, that is, for their uſe 
and coinfort, You know,the little thatD anie/had, 
itnouriſhed and ſtrengthened him, as much as 
the great portion of the Kings meat, that others 
had; and therefore a little,in this kind,may ſerve 
as well as much, 
And ſo likewiſe,a little grace may be ſo uſed, 
and improved, that ir may enable you to doe 
much, it may preſerve you from inning againſt 
Go v, as ne as a great meaſure, For the confir- 
mation of this, looke to Kev, 3.8. which is a no- 
table place for this purpoſe: itis ſaid there tothe 
Church of Philadelphia, Thow haſt « little flrength, 
they had but a little ſtrength, and yet you ſee 
there what that little ſtrengrh did : Thou ha# bur 
4 little firength, and yet thou haſt kept my word, and 
haſt not dinyed my name : There were but two 
things for them to doe, ro keepe his word, and 
to be kept from running out to thedeniall of his 
name, and committing other ſins : now the little | 
ſtrength theyhad — ficientfor theſe ends. So 
that we ſee, he findes no fault with that Church; 
other Churches,that had more ſtrength, it may 
be, they fell into greater ſinnes.But this is a rule 


tions through the Scriptures, That ſomerimes 


willdoeus little good; whereas alittle, on the 
other ſide,with Gods blefling,wil do much good: 


which is true, you will find it true inall obſerva- | 11,4. aur 
have more 


fall 
_ Camas wg, 
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into great ſinnes, they may be ſubje& to ſome gverfiand. 
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= vn” 
ſtrong prevailing luſt ; as Dovid, you know, had 
Fl png. t,wee ſee, hewas ſubjeA ro 
great ſinnes together with it, 


And _ man may have buta little grace, 
and yetthat little grace may beſo any wand, and 


husbanded, and improved, that that little grace 
may keepe him from finne, more than the other, 
This muſt bee warily underſtood, not but that | 
great enables a man to doe greater workes 

other, it enables a man, in the ordinary | 
courſe, to reſiſt greater temptations, more than 
lefle z bur yer, (I ſay for our comfort, that) | 
choughaman have bura little frength, as it is 
ſajd inthe place newly mentioned, Rev.z.in that 
tittle ſtrengrh,7 have ſer a deore oper: to thee, it Ope- 
ned the doore of heaven wide enough, ſothatno 
man could ſhur ir. 

And as wee ſay of grace, ſo likewiſe for gifts; 
ſmaller gifts, meaner gifts may ſerve the turne |, 
many times, as well as greater gifts : for (you 
know) a little finger, a ſmall hand,may ſerve to 
thread a needle, as well as a greater, and (itma 
be) will doeitbetrer, for inthe Church there 
are varieties of operations, 'and variety of -fan- 
Rions, and meaner gifrs may ſerve forthe diſ- 
charge of ſome operations, of ſome ſervices for 
the Church as well as greater. And therefore, as 
there are vatiety of functions, ſotheteare varie- 

of members, ſome ſtronger, ſome weaker and 

weaker may ſerve, in caſes, as well as 

the ſtronger, a little Barke may doe better in a | 

fmmall river, than a greater ſhippe; ſoa man _ 
$, at 


th. 
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hath but meane gifts, may ſerve meane capaci- | 
ties, at well as greater and better : and therefore 
thinke not that things ate denied,wlien the ching 
is granted, not in ſuch a meaſureas wee defire, 
Laſtly,to be faithfull in a little giftwill bring as 
greata reward, as tobe faithful! in greater, Thop 
baf bin faithfall m little, may make a man ruler over 
much, 8 may bring a great increaſe-of the ralenrs 
afrer : Therefore let not a man be diſcouraged, if 
be have nor{ſo-great a meaſure as others have; 

So likewiſe if a man deſire patience & ſtrength 
to goe thorow all variety of conditions, thorow 
all the troubles he meers with tas ſometimes the 
Lord layes a great burthen upon a mans ſhoul- 
ders, and gives him great ſtrength to beare ir; 
ſometimes againe he gives bur lirrle ſtrength, 
and then hee proportions the burthento it, for 
is it notall one, whether the burthen bee great, 
and the ſtrength anfiverable,” or the burthen 
be leſle, and the ftrength little # Sometimes hee 
takes away calamityquire,fometimes he laies it 
upon a man, and gives him as much ftrengrh as 
enables him robeare ir, and that is as'good as if 
it were removed , elſe, what- is the meaning of 
that, Tow ſhall have an hundred fold withperſecution, 
but that you ſhall have ſo muich joy and ſtrength 
in perſecution, that it ſhall beall one as if you 
wantedit ?: So wee fee Heb. '5.' 7. when Chrift 
prayed for deliverance,in thatgreat houreof tri- 
all, the Text ſaith, Hee was heard in the things hee 
frared;and yer,we ſee,thecup did not paſſe from 


and 


| him, butonely heewas ftrengrhened to beare it, 


69 | 


Fairhbſulnefſe 
in lintle brings 
as great ares 
ward as in 
more, 


4 Inſtance, in 
crofles and af- 
fictions, 


Simle. 
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and ſoitisinthis caſe,  Allwhichmay ſerve for 

anſwer to that, that wee be not miſtaken wy 
J dgingour prayers nat to bee heard, when they 
are 
And now, Beloved, what remaines but that wee 
ſer ourſelves to the duty, todoe that weare cx- 
borted unto heere, namely to Pray conrmualty, 
that is,topray very much, to keepe at leaſt a con- 
ſtant courle in it; for firſt, if we doe negle@ ir,we 
docbut robbe Gadof bis mercies, wetake them 
without his leave, 

Againe, weareguilty of the ſinneofuntbank- 
fulncſſe : for we ought togive rthankes jn all things. 

Beſides, we negle& bis worſhip; for you know 
prayeris a partof | rs negle@& of 
it from day to day, orat any time,when we omit 
joey of that worſhip and ſervice we owe 


l \ Ando ed ns —_-nrwots paratf 
yeu engehich is very dangerous,but alſo 
wee deprive our ſelves of vlings and bring a 
curſe upon us; nay wee ſaffe ou bunsto go 
hard,andcobediftewpered :for fromout negleA 

of prayer comes that deadnefſe of boirit, , that 
worldly mindednefie, and unaprnefletopray, to 
heare theward,and tokeep the Sabbarh:for what 
elſe is thereaſpn,why thoſe that havebeene for- 
ward and zealous-pxofeſfours, in former times, 
Have loſt there light ahd fallen from their place; 
lay,wbat is he yeaſan of itzwhentheywere ſome- 


| ww ome rg ery er ſpirit ſerving the Lord/burbeeauſe: 


4 grace. rogt firewas not kept alivewith the fuel of prai- J 


cr; 
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| not onely what you doe for the preſent, but 
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er,and when they declined from that pitch,from 
thatdegree of faith, which theyhad obrained, 
| you thall finde that it did commonlyariſe from 
remiſneſſe in this duty. Therforewe fay toſuch, 
| Repent, and amend, and doe your firſt workes; rhat is, 
uſe your former diligence, renewthat, and that 
will renew grace and ſtrength againe : therefore 
take heed of being negligent, and remiſle inrhis 
duty. Wee have great cauſe to be encouraged to 
ir,for there isHot a faithfull prayer that we make 
ſhalbe loſt,but-theycome up into remembrance. 
Andtherfore you muſt confider with your ſelves, 


| what ſtocke@f prayers you have laid up. You 
know, a nianme much'in bils and bonds, 
as well as in preſent money; ſo there isacertaine 
gockeof prayer, a certaine treaſure laid up, char 
 ſhallnot be forgotren, The husbandman lookes 
aoronly-upon the graine that he hath in his gar- 
ner, but hee lookes _ that which is ſowne, 
though it be outof his hand, yea, he reckons thar 
the better of the two Hens prayers that have | 
beene-ſowne, (it may be, marly yeeres agoe) are 
ſuch avwilt bring in a'fore increate Thertore tet 
us be exhorted to be conſtant in this duty, to be 


” ance. 


ont in the performance of his duty, which are 
diverg'si! 04110077 ISHS? 0 1 


frequent therein, to continue in it, watching therets | 
o e A | pd . - wit 


| 2"Antd now-wee have fifparched this weewill | 
cometdanſiver ſomecafes of conſcience that fall | 
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Smile. 


| Simvile, 


em 


| {iders the naturall weakneſſe that wee are ſubje&t 


bis prayers, when they are accompanied with 
wandring thoughts, whether thoſe prayers are| 
ſuch as God wholly refuſerth, or what he 1s © doe | 
in ſuch acaſe, when hee is ſubje& ro-wandring 
thoughts, to vanity of minde, and diſtemper in 
the performance of that duty ? 

To this Iagſwere, that wee muſt diſtinguiſh 
of 4 cauſe whence theſe wandring thoughts: 
ariſe, 

Sometimes they ariſe, not ſo much from our 
owne negle&, as from weakneſle, from tempta- 
tion; and inſuch a caſe Goo layes them not {6 
much to our charge. As. for example, one that 
aymesat a marke, and doth his beſt rohiethe 
marke, yet, if hee hath a hand, or an arme, that; 
hath the palſey in ir,or if one jogge him while he | 
is abour it, the fault was not ſo much in bim,.it 
was not want of good will todoe it, not want of | 
diligence; butether it is hjs weakeneſſe; or it ts: 
an impediment caſtin by another; ſo-ir is in this-4 
 cale,this wandring of mind proceeds from a.na-/ 
curall iofirmity.and imbegiliy that hangs u pon 
IE narare of man,ybich.is nat ſoable ro-keep it!) 
ſelfe cloſe 2q ſuch a-ſpirutuall buſipefse : and this: 
God conſiders, forkeiswiſe, and þnowerithat wee: 
are but fleſh.: When a weake ſervant gocs about: | 
a buſincf5e, though hee doe it nor, ſowellas a: 
tronger, yer aman.iswiſe to.can{ider,thar the | 
ſervantis but weake:in like manner theZordcon- 


pnto, and he deales mercifully with vs, i-ſuch& 
calezfor herein a man is as oncethat bath ahay ia 
# is 
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his hand, but he hath a palſey-arme;and therfore 
he cannot kcepe it {teddy,though be have a mind 
to doe it, 

Soalſo inthe other caſes it,wben he is 'ozged 
in his ſhooting by anorher,that is,whenSatan in- 
terrupts bim, who is alwayes diligent ro hinder 
him in ſuch a duty , in this caſe, God chargeth it 
not upon him, neitherdoth he caſt us off, nor re- 
je our prayers becauſe of that. 


mind ſhall riſe fr6 meerenegligence o9'our part, 
from profaneneſſe, from want of reverence, be- 


we come not tothemwith that conſcionablenes, 
with that cazefulneſſe as we ſhould doe, iu this 
caſe it is a great ſinne,and this moves the Lord ro 
anger, when we performe that duty in that man- 
ner, when wee doe not fo much as-ſet our ſelves 
about it with our ſtrength, bur ſuffer our mindes 
to wander without any reſiſtance. | 

Or ſecondly, when wee our ſelves be the cauſe 
of it,by admitting of looſe thoughts, by ſuffering 
| our ſelves to be worldly minded,by ſuffering an 
indiſpoſition to grow upon us,and nor laboring 
toreſiſt it, and caſt, it off. againe, You know, 
when an'inftrument is out of tune, if the leſſon 


-unpleaſan 
and whoſe fault is that > So;when thou commeſt 
to Go», and ſuffereſt thy heart to bee diſtem- 

red before, and doeft not looke to keepe it in 


order, that is thy ſin, as well as thy my" 
I an 


But on the other ſide, when this wandring of 


cauſe we donot intend holy duties as we ought, 


be never.ſo. good that is played upon it, yet it is 
4 2a” the inſtramet is out oftune; 
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' thoughts in 
prayer, 


Smile, 


unaptnefle to 
prayer. 
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| hee findes a great indifpoſition to \ ſuch a 
dulnefſe an dean itirt, thie bee Lnowes | 
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andnegle& inthe very time of the performance. | 
Andbythis yow may learne, how to judgeof 
wandring thoughts inthe performance of this 
duty, and likewiſe you may ſee how to preyenr 
them. Theway to prevent them, is firſt, rokeepe 
our hearts in rune before; tohave them ready, as 
the wiſe man hath hit heart at bs right hand, that is, | 
hehbath it ready when he hath it touſe. When a | 
man is to ule his horſe, he doth not ſuffer him to. 
runneupand downein'the paſtures wildely, but | 
will bhavehim under bridle; ſowe ſhould keepe | 
our hearts in frame;that they may be ready todo 
us ſervice in ſuch an holy duty , when wee have 
need of them. | "T1 
Secondly, we muſt be diligent, when'we come | 
to performe the duty, that though our minds do 
wander, yet we may be ready to recall them pre- 
ſencly, toſet our ſelves to it with all diligence, 
Somuch for anſwering of this firſt caſe, 7? 
The ſecond Caſe is,wliat a man is to do, when 


not how rgoe about de rddomA if. 
hedoetr; irwereas goodbeofidone;” | + 

- To this T anſiver briefly, that in all ſuch caſes,a | 
maan is bound notwithſtanding to performeit,let/ 
his heart be never ſ9imuch ont ofretniperilerther 
be never ſo great a dulnefMeahddeddneſle of ſpi-'| 
rit upon him, yethe is bound todocit., _ | 
==» you will ſay, Why, but Iamalcogether 


Tanſwer, That amanby ferting bimfetfeupon 


| 
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thewarke ſhall gather a fitneſſe, n_ he were 
vofitat the firſt. You know, members that are be- 
nummed, yet by uſing them, they get life and 
heat,and come, in the end,to be nimble enough; 
ſo it is with the beart,in this caſe, when it = 
nummed, the very _ of it makes it fir for the 
duty. You know, wood,though it begreene, yet, 
ifit be long blowed, at the oagth it will bedry, 
and take fire; ſo it is with the heart, a man may 
bee long about getting it on the wing, yetwith 
much = he may do1t; and therefore he ought 
rodoe this duty in ſuch a caſe, yea, ſo much the 
rather, becauſe there is never more need of cal- 
ling upon G o »,tban at ſucha time : forthen a 
man lyes moſt expoſed to temptation, then, if 
any finne come, he is ready to be overtaken with 
| it, he is unfit for any thing : and therefore, ifever 
he have need to call upon God, it is at that time. 
But you'will ſay,It may be G o p will not ac- 
ceptit, 
you ſwer briefly, Although a mans heart be ſo 
indifpoſed, that when hee hath done all hee can, 


performance of fucha duty, yet Godmay accept 
that prayer,as wel as that which is moſt fervent. 
And that you may underſtand this aright, you 
muſt take jt with this diſtinQion : for alwayes 
this dulnefſe anddcadnefle in praier, comes from 
one of theſe two cauſes. 
One is, when God withdrawes his owne Spi- 
1 rit, that js, withdrawes not his fpiritaltogether, 
(for there may bean belpe, when wee perceive it 


yet hee can get no life, hee canget no heat inthe | 


nor, | 


Simile. 


Never more 

necd to pray, 
than when we 
are moſt indiſ- 


poſed. 
Note. 


ObjeF. 
Anſw, 
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not)butwhen hewithdrawes the livelinefle, and 
quickneſſe of his ſpiritzand in this caſe,ifwe doe 
our duty, if wee doethe beſt wee can, the Lord 
doth accept it, though hee hath nor vouchſafed 
ſuch inlargement of our hearts,though hee hath 
not powred out his ſpirit upon us, inthe perfor. 
mance of theduty,as at other times, but he gives 
a ſecret helpe,that perhaps we feele nor,nor per. 
adventure is ſo great as at other times; yet I ſay, 
when ir ariſeth from hisown withdrawing of that 
fineſſe, and wee our ſelves are nor negligent 
(which 1s the other cauſe) but endeavor as much 
as wecan todoeour beſt,in this caſe God zcceprech 
the wil for the deed;as I have often ſaid to you that 
rule alway holds good, when the impediment is 
ſuchas we cannot remove, when the dulneſſe of 
ſpirit is ſuch as it is not in our power to remove 
it,though we have uſcd our utmoſt diligence, in 

Tic is no hindrance. And therefore it's a 


reat comfort untous that we have uſed our di- } 
| wn in this duty,and have imployed our beſt 
ſtrength to quicken our hearts, though it be not ; 
done, yet G o Þ accepts our prayers, as well as if 
they were performed in a more lively and fer- 
vent manner, 

The next caſe is, what a man is todoe after he 
hath committed {ome great ſinne, after he hath 
wounded his conſcience, whether then, notwith- 
ſtanding hee muſt come, and keepe his conſtant 
courſe in praying,morning and evening;whether 
he ſhalbe ſo bold.as to.come into Geds preſence, 
after he bath ſo exceedingly offended him. 


To 


— 


NT” On III 


LS. 4 


-. 
Is. 
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TothbisIanſwere, thata man is bound (not- 
withſtanding any finne that he hath committed, 
be it what it will bee, ) rokeepe this courſe con- 
ſtantly in prayer,and not to omit it,not to keepe 
off,not rodeferre mt. And my ground for it is, be- 
cauſe this is a duty, it isa charge thar God hath 
laid uponall, to Pray — that is, at the 
leaſt twicea day, as we ſhewed before, tokee 
a conſtant courſe in it.Now it is certain, Our fai- 
ling in one thing muſt not excuſe us in another: 
when the duty [ics on us, wee have nodiſpenſa- 
tion to be negligent in itz and thereforewee are 
bound todocit. | 
Againe,confider this, that a particular offerice 
doth not offend ſo much;as if we grow ſtranger 
toG ov, as if wee grow to a generall rebelliori 
againſt him. As, put the caſe, a child commits 


to him, that is more than the patrticularoffence; 
fora generall rebellion muſt needs be more than 
the particular. And to give overcalling upog 


to him, to runne away from his houſe, and (as it 
were) to be ready to give Over all his ordinances, 
and a conſtant courſe of obedience to him, this 
is a generall rebellion,and is worſe than the par- 
ticular ; yea ſuch a carriage, after'finne commit- 
ted, moves G o Þ to anger more than the ſinne it 


1{cife : as many times, the contemptuous, neg li- 


1 
| 


| £ent,rebellious carriage,after an offence,moves a 


the par- 


ma ter,a husband, or a parent more than 
ticular 


God, to breake off that courſe;to grow a ſtranger 


a great offence againſt his father,yet, ifhe runne | f9*e- 
away from his fathers houſe and grow a firanger | - ... 


— 


 Anſw. © 
In thiscaſe, 
prefer isnot 


Reaſon 1, 
Ir is Gods 
cowmand. 


Note. 


Reaſon 2. 
Negle® in this 
is worſethan 
the finne wee 


committed be- 


| 
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eaſon 28 
_— che 
breach in the 
conlcicnce 0- 


Pc. 


].ing to 
| into, And likewiſpthat was theca(e of Salomon, 
youknow,towhat 4 height he grew,by nor com- 


cular failing though it were exceeding great, 
Beſides, conſiderwhena man commitsa great 
ſinne, he makes a great gappe in his conſcience, 
he makes a great breach there, and will you have 
that breach lye open? is not that very dangerous? 
is not that the way ro bring in more ſinne,and ro 
ſuffer thoſe good things that are in the heart 
to ſteale out? I wiil give you but one inſtance for 
this : You ſee, S. Peter,when he had commirted 
a great ſinne,indenying his Maſter,and forſea- 
riag Of him roo, yer, becauſe he came in preſent- 
ly, and ted, and ſought for pardon, (as you 
know hedid,) hewas graciouſly pen from 
running into further a es; forhee madey 
the. gappe, hee.made upthe breach'by his true 
cance. | 
Wee ſee, onthe other ſide, when David had 


| committed that finnewith Bathſbebe,and did not 
| come unto God as he ſhould have done, to keepe 


his ordinaty courſeitt ſacrificing antohim,in re- 


penting, and renewing his repentance,and pray- 
- you know, how many finnes hee fel | 


ming to God at his firſt tailing : And therefore, 


| ſay, there is reaſon; thatwe ſhould doit, though 


the finne benever {o great we ought ro come in, 


| and to keepe our Courſe conſtantly. 


But may Inor ſtay till I be more fitted, till 
or heart:bee-more ſoftened, and morchum- 
bled > : 


Beloved, to ſtay in this caſe is dangerous, for 


the 


— EI 
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the heart commonly growes more hard in finby ' cos. 
| continuance 3 the conſcience.is mNOre render im- | nelſoatier fin 
mediately after the ſinne is commirred,than it is pommicred,ve 
afterwards ; andwhen thou ftayeſt for morehu- ung, 
milny thou findeſt lefle : And therefore, while 
the wound is greene, and when the fire hath ta- 
ken newly hold, it is then beſt tro-quench it, be- 
fore the wound be feſtered, before it hath conti- 
nued long ; for the heart will grow worſcand 
worſe, as itis Heb. 3.12. Takeheed that you be not 
hardened through the deceitfulneſſe of ſine * 'The 
meaning is this, when you commir a ſ{inne, you 
thinke, if you ſtay aweeke, or a fortnight, ora 
moneth,you ſhall come in as well as at the firſt , 
no, ſaith the Apoſtle, while it is to day come in, 
that is,do it preſently,for finne will deceive you, 
& will harden your heart before you be aware, it 
will makea diſtance between God and you,itwill 
take you off from him, itwill leade you further 
on :and therefore take heed, that your hearts'be 
not hardened through the deceitfulneſſe of finne 
that finne doe not deceive you, which it will doe 
before you thinke of it. And therefore in this 
caſe you ſhould doe as you dowith waters,when 
waters breake out a little, it is beſt toſtop them 
pany if you ſuffer them, they will make the 

reach greater, till at length you bee unable to 
ſtopthem, ſo in this caſe, when you bave com- 
mitted agreat ſin, come in ſpeedily, before the 
wound grow incurable, 

But you wil ſay, VVhat,fhall a man come into. 

Goa preſence,who is moſt holy,after he hath de- 
filed 


Heb. I, Is 
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A ſn Ws 
We muſt come 
co God with a 
Ciſpefition 
rurned from 


fiane. 


\of prayer may beuſed : you know, Chriſt pre- 
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filed himſclfe with ſome great finne; is not this 


.| an unreverent thing > 


I anſwer briefly,itis very true, if thou be bold 
to come into Geas preſence with the ſame diſpo- 


fiionwherewith the ſinne was commitred,with 
a minde fo faſhioned, and fo framed, in that caſe | 
ry high _ of profaneneſſe : and therefore, 
when wee ſay, thou muſt come in, and keepe a | 
conſtant courſe in prayer notwithſtanding, the 
meaning is,you muſt come inwith adiſpofition 
turned afide from your ſins, and brought home 
toGop, with a minde toabhorre thatwhich is 
evill, and to cleave to that which is good, there | 
muſt bee this converſion of che minde to him, | 
thou muſt not come in with the ſame diſpoſiti- | 
on, ther muſt bealtered. So much ſhall ſerve for 
the anſiver to this caſe. 

Anothercaſe is , whether wee may uſe a fer 
forme ofprayer ; and likewiſe whether it be ſuf- 
ficient - 

I need not ſay much to you, for I thinke there 
is none here that doubr of it,but that a ſer forme 


forme, you know, there were certaine 
Pſalmes that were prayers, that were uſed con- 
ſancly; and therefore there is no doube butthat 


a ſet te maybe aſed, for we have thoſe and o- 
ther ——_ RE——_— atall 
times inthe primitive times, andall a 

tothe beginning of the reformed ; 


and Calvar; time, fill in all times the Church 


_w— 


| had 


thau doſtexceedingly provoke him, this isa ve- | 3 
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caſe, his ſpiritis limited, it may bee, the hearer 
hath a larger heart (a great deale ) than hee that 


ſtraitning,anda limiting ofthe ſpiritto him 


had ſet formes they uſed, and I know no obje- 
ion againſt it of weight.: One maine objeion 
is this : 

Thar in tinted prayer the ſpirit is ſtraitned , 
whenamanis tyedto a forme, then hee ſhall 
have his ſpirit (as it were)bounded and limicted, 
that hee cannot goe beyond rhar which is pre- 
ſcribed ; and therefore, fay they, ir isreaſona 
man ſhould bee lefr ro more liberty, ( as hee is 
in conceived prayers, ) and not tyed to a ſtrict 
forme, 

To this I anſwer, even thoſe men that are a- 
gainſt chis, and that uſe this reaſon, they doe the 
{ame thing daily in che congregation : for when 
another prayes, that isa ſet forme to him that 
heares ic, I ſay, it is a forme to him : for pur the 
caſe, thar he which is an hearer, anddoth attend 
another praying, ſuppoſe that his ſpirit bee more 
inlarged, itis a ſtraitning tohim, hee hath noli- 
berty rogoe our, he is bound tokeepe his minde 
intent upon that which the other prayeth z: And 
therefore, if that werea ſufficient reaſon, that a 
man might not uſe a ſet forme, becauſethe ſpirir 
is ſtraitned, a man ſhould nor heare another pray 
(though it be a conceived prayer)becauſe, in that 


ſpeakes and praies:ſorhat there isa — 


therefore that reaſon cannor be good 


Againe,l anſwer, though the ſpirirbe limited, 
atthat time inpublike, yet he hath a liberty 
| G 


ar O- 


- Fg 
© ft 


Anſw. x, 
They that ob- 
JjeR againſt a 
ler forme of 
prayer, do the 
ſame thing, 


Note. 


Anſw. 26 
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berty at other 
rimes, 
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A nſw. 3. 
The ſpirit 1s 
not reſtrained 
in aſer forme 
of prayer, 


«= 


forme may be 
uſed in prayer, 
yet that alone 


is not ſuffici. 


cat. 
Anſwv. 


cher rimes,to pray as freely as hee will in private, 
and therefore he 1s got {oried,bur thoughat rhat 
time in the cONgregat ion he be, yet it is nogene- 
rall eye ; at another time, or immediately after,he 
may be as free as he will in ſecrer. 

Againe, Lanſwer,it is nora bound, or reſtraint 
of the ſpirit, becauſe there is atye ot words , for 
the largeneſle of the heart ſtands not ſo much in 
the multitude and variety ofexprefſions, as in the 
extentoftheaffeion: now then the heart may 
be very large, forall that z though he bee tycd in 
words, yet there isnot a tye uponthe affeQion , 
that may bee extended more, in putting up the 
{ame petition, when another mans is more ſtrait- 
ned:therefore there is no tye,and limitupon that. 
And this is enough to ſatisfie that caſe, that a ſet 
forme of prayer muſt be uſed. 

But now, if you aske, 'whether that be ſuffici- 
ent 2-whether a man may thinke,it he have-beene 
preſent at publike Prayer, (which is a commen- 
dableand religious thing to uſe conſtantly) I ſay, 
whether that beſufficient 2. 1; -. 

My Beloved,this 1sa matter of ſome momenr, 
toconfider what wee ought to doe in this caſe, 
for wo may be deceivedin it; and I anſwer plain- 

ly, It is not ſufficient: A man'that is diligent in 
pudlike prayets, that keepes them'morning and 
eveniog, if hee thinkesnow hee hath diſcharged 
his duty, heis in a very grear errour: and this is 
the reaſon,becauſe they are nor ſufficient. Indeed 
they ought tobe uſed conſtantly, for God is wor- 
ſhippedin th&;8& iris a more divine worſhip;for 


when 


——————— 


ry r.y ors mMm= 
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when G 0 v is honoured before many (as a man, 
when there are many ſpectators; more honour is 
doneto him)ir is a greater honour, which is when 
men j2yne in this worſhip. Many other reaſons 
might bee produced for it, bur that isnot the 
thing, I am now upon,to commend it to you; but 
I lay, it is not ſufficient, although irovght to bee 
done, becauſe there are many particular ſinncs, 
which cannot bee confeſſed 1n publike prayer, 
there are many particular wants,which in publike 
prayer youcannotunfold, and open, or expreſle 
untothe Lord, 

Againe, the end ofa ſet forme of prayer isto 
be an helpe for the private, (forthe publike it is 
another caſe) a helpe thatone may ule that is yer 
excceding weake : achild,thaticannorgoe, may 
have a prop to helpe it, but wee muſt notalway 
bechildren,we muſt not alway uſethat helpe, 
Befides,we muſt conſider this, ;that there is no 
man that hath any worke of grace in his heart,bur 
he isenabled in ſore meaſurerto pray, wicthour a 
ſet forme of prayer, heeisable to cxpreſſe his de. 
{tres to God in private, one way or other : There 


knew how tocxprefle himſelfe, where he had li- 
berty ro ſpeake ſoirisin thiscaſe. 

Beſides, the ſpirit of a man hath greater _ 
ty-in private 'a man e-forch»b 
foule tothe Lord, as Hanna i cos tick 
in publike hce cannot doe freely : there are many 
particular mercies, which hee hath cauſe to bee 
thadkfallto Godfor; Lv 
batt} G 2 Beſides 


| 


Was never any men in any extreame want, bur he | . 


83 
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| ture in ſecret 


Reaſon 5. 


Theend why 
prayer is uſed, 


Caſe 5: 


| About uſing 


the yoice, and 
abour the ge- 


| prayer, 


| env. 


{rion, you enuſt not thinke that this is enoug 


Beſides, there is a particular paines that a man 
is totake with his heart, from day roday, which 
in the publike common petitions, hee is not able 
to doe : for, Beloved, know this, that the prayer 
which is required from day to day,is nor ſomuch 
the performance of the duty, the doing of the 
raske, but rhe end is to keepethe heart in order , 
for if ſinſull luſts grow upon it, and diſtempers, 
and worldly mindedneſſe, the cnd of this duty 
is to worke them out againe,to renew repentance 
againe ; and when there is a forgetfulneſle of 
' the covenant, when grace growes weake, when 
good defires begin tolanguiſh, to renew, and re- 
cover them, to put fuell corhem and this isnor 
done by the performance of the publike onely. 
And therefore, I ſay, though you: performe it 
in your families , and meet in the Congrega- 
for you. are bound'to 8 private performance of 
this duty. RE Bed 6400541 4/714 
Againe, this is another Cafe, whata man-is to 
doe in the private performatice of this duty,whe- 
ther hee bee bound alwaicsto uſe his voyceawhe- 
ther. hee bee- bound: alwaics rorduch. a kinde of 
geſture >. 1/4 0 fog =21 
I anſwer this briefly, (ſorthercis nogreat dif- 
hculcy: iachele things, andrherefore I] paſſe them 
geſture in publike, there-is more 


over ). for mat 
. | heed tobeerakep ofithar, Becaule ir is a publike 


| and -open. worſhip. of G 0.03 and therefore in 
pub)ike the geſture is alwayco be reverenr, You 
know how ofcenir is repeated, (50 the QI Te- 


——_— 
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| us 


| kament eſpecially) that they baved downe, and 


neeled dawne,a0d thereſt with him, and prayed ; 
and many ſuch like expreffions you have menti- 
oned in the Scriptures; where you have prayer 
mentioned in publike, {till you ſhall finde an ex- 
preflionof ſome reverent geſture , therfore when | 
wee appeare before the Lord in the publike per- 
formance of this duty; eſpeciall care muft bee 
cakenbereunto. In the private, the cale is diffe- 
rent, there veriety of g may be uſed,and I 
donor ſee butal manner of geftures may benſed, 
there are many cxamples —_— and 1ying, 
and fitting; onely this is tobe caken heed to,that 
even in private, as farreas may be, the geſture be 
ſuch, as may both expreſſerthe inward reverence 
in the heart; for ciſe of the outward man, 1] ſee not 
but there is a liberty in thac, And indeed I think 
this is the beſt 2ule im private,tharthar geſture be 
uſcd.that doth moſt quicken,8:doth belpthedy- 
ty moſt, Some may bring a dulneſſe,and 
indiſpoftion, another may quicken the bo- 
dy,8 make it:more fit forprayer : ſomerimes ly- 
ing is inconvenientand ſometimes more conve- 
nient: And therefore, in this caſe, the beſt rule is 
touſe thatgeſture, which quickens moſt, which 
helps moſt the duty..Some geftures may breed a 
wearinefle in the body , ſome m-_ breed adul- 
nefle; ſome are painefull tothe body:all his is a 
hindrance to the duty, when as the change of it 
may quickenand helpe it forward. 
Now for the A” ſay, for that, (as for the 


PRIEF 3 geſture) | 


worſb; dio Chrif looked up to heaven, Paul 
| ar Yn | 


Note. 


That geſture 
isto be uſed in 
private prayer 


that do 
quicken. 


moſt | 
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geſture) it is not ſimply required: for God i 8 ſpi-| 
Tit,and he will be werſbipped in ſpirit, Menthathave| 
cares, and bodies, they muft have men ſþeake to 
them ; but God, thatis a'Spirit, delights in that 
which is like himſelfe, and thereforeall hiseye 
is uponthe inward-behaviour of the-Spirir, Be- 
ſides the ſpirit may ſpeake toGed,whenthe voice 
doth nor ; as,you know,the Angels ſpeake to God, 
Angel: how | and they ſpeake one toanother. The Schoolmen 
they ſpeake to | have great diſputes about the ſpeech of. Angels, 
Coker, | butchisth io,.that one Agel ſpeakes 
———— utthis they agree in,. that one Avgel ſpeakes'to 
another after this manner: Whenany one hath a 
conceit in his mind of any thing, with a will chat 
another ſhould underſtand ir,& that God ſhould 
underſtand it; that is enough for the expreſhon 
of it;-ſois itwith the ſpirit ofa man; when hee 
hath ſuch a petition in his heart, in his minde, 
and there is a deſfire.in his will, that: God ſhould: 
underſtand thatpetition,that is an offering it up 
tothe Lordi is as true a ſpeaking tothe Lord,as 
when you deliver itby an outward voice; for the 
{pig agrees with the. Angels, ſo-farre as it is a: 
MIrit, and as they ſpeake one to another; and to- 
| the Lord,ſodoth the ſpirirofman, though in- 
JORMGEY decd the tongue be to be uſed;as it is faid _— 


9» Therewith blefſe wee God, and therewith ſhould 
wee pray among Others, and before others, and 
{peake before others: but when there is any cauſe 
__ voice | tO.uſe the voice in private, it is this, as farreas it 
{en 0 p1t- | may quicken the heart, (as I faid of geſture) and' 

as farre as thereby wee may keepe our thoughts 
| { fom wandring,; If theyoicewerenot uſed; per- 


BG haps, | 
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haps, C—_— would bee ſabje& to more' 
watdritg, and-wee (ſideldnor bee ready ro take 
notice of them, butthey would ſlip beforewee 
are aware ; and therefore when the voyce js.uſed 
it niKbEro keepeirrthechoughts, Infome'ca- 
ſes, to omit the voice is moxe convenient, when 
it may draw any other inconveniency ; but that 
is left to every mans particular caſe, as hee 
ſhall find the uſe of it to hinder him, 
or further him. And ſo much 
ſhall ſerve for this * 
Caſe. 


_ bY 
” 1$'FÞ ; 
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r Tunss. 5.17. 
Prog comimnally. 


} Nother Caſe of conſcience in the 
buſinefle of prayer is, what a man 
is to.doe, when he is in a ſtrHitof 

rime,. by reaſon of ſome weighty 

A buſineſſe, that requires a quicke 
and ſudden diſpatch, and gives him not the lea- 

-_ and liberty, that otherwiſe hee might have 

ad ?- 
-;Fathis I anſwer, you ſhall find, thatin Scrip-- 
eprayers of Saints Have been ſometimes 
onger, and ſometimes- ſhorter. Our Saviour 
u K-17, you know, ſometimes ſpent awhole | 
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OLE a rearrange 
time alwayes,; ; wee bave 

ſometimes to be longer, fornetimes ſhortes, ac- 
cording as out occaſions will permit. Butyer this 
ovmudt remember, that 'though the buſineffe 
bn great, yet that buſinefle that concernes the 
ſalvation of our! foales; add the werſhipof God, 
is greater: And therefore, before and above all 0- 


nan greater mament:lake heed rhen-you 


pron z/ for heere you keepe northe due 
wo egfed the groergand — 
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| a time, but Ged in mercy, and in wiſdome, bath 


teft it toour liberty:oalyobſerve this is the com- 
mand, Pra  cniati{dnet ir exceeding often, at 
the leaſt oaza aconſtant courſe in it, (as wee 
beard before) though you ſhould be the ſhorter 
init... 
Now let theſe five Cautions be ebſetred : 
Firſt, take heed that the ſtraitning come not 
from your illh that is,from your il hu- 
banding of time;for,ifa man were catefull to re- 
deeme time before, (it may be) hee need not be 
m ſuch meth as be "4 es erveny he is 
to performe this duty, Suppole you « jour- 
neyt0g0,that requires yrs arte youtnuſt 
be gone early ; you may ſo husband thetimebe- 


'/ | forezthat you ma ——_———_ r 
nopaaiGerie : of pou Ts 
ſ ſoetherbalacth ag TER 3e eines 


23177 113973 £11603! ot) 16% 

F.\ likewiſe;this isanothey part of huvbani | 
ding your tithe, that you ler'gorithatwhich is 
very precious, goefor thingsof ſmall moment, 
for that is ill lenbandey. You err rhe 


timeand with the (oidechir 
finde: Acura Shes thewe 


buſines of your calling,jin things tharBelong 
the good of man; much more hewayes 
that tothe warſhip of Gov: Andther- 


hnomayin ada ſtick ſoars lod fo, 
you 


Read 
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| youought to husband it,otherwiſe you redeeme 
' nor time as you ought. This is the firſt Caution 
that ought-to bee obſerved, to-husband and re- 
|  Theſecondis, if wee be ftrairned at any time, 
| 91 meer irat anothertime: for if it be nor a 
fainedexcuſeand pretence, if you frame not to 
your ſelves a ſtraitning, when:'you have liberty, 
you will bes carefull ro ſpend more time in irat 
/anorhier ſeaſon; by tharyou ſhall know your ſin- 
ccrity in it,that it is true,and that it is not an ex- 
cuſe, and a putting off. 
Moreover, another Caution to be obſerved is, 
that you take nor too. much bofineſſe upon you: 
if you be ſtraitned with buſineſle, and therefore 
cannot beſo large in the performance of this du- 
ry, as otherwiſe you would if you did not take 
ſomuch gpon you,your ſelves are the cauſe of it. 
And therefore, he that takes leſſe, he that fpends 
more time in thethings that belong to ſalvation, 
he hath made the better choice; as Afary made a 
berrer choice than Afarths, though her mploy- 
mentalſo wete good. 12. 
Likewiſe, as you muſt nor peſter your ſelves | 
with too much buſineſſe, ſo likewiſe you muſt 
take care, that your mindes benot too much in- 
| tent upon themzfor too much intention of mind 
upon buſineſſe,cauſerh diſtration inprayerand 
cauſerh us to poſt over the duty, as well as too 
much bufinefſe : whena mans minde ſhoors it 
ſelfe roo farre in buſineſſe, when it ts t6o much 


Cantion 3+ 
Recompence 
it another 
time, 


(antion 4 
Be not treo 
intent upon ' 
buſineſle, 


bt, __ about it, when it .is too much intent, 
when 
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when the ſoulo cleaves to0 faſt upon the buſines 
and cannot looſe ir ſelfe to the performagocot 
ſpirituall dutieswhich require freedome-. 

The laſt Caution is,that the ſtraitriſe aot from 


* | diffidence in Yed,and confidence in theufe ofthe 


meanes, for it falls out oftimes whenwenhaye 
buſinefle of moment in hand, there is a tutniag, 
and poſting from one creatuee to another, fram 
the uſe of one meancs to,anothber, that wee can- 


er-time in prayer,nerilo much for want fim- 
— wv 24.67 the meancs too much, 
p3 4 nm them too much, we doe not truſt Ged 


_ b with che buſinefle; ifwe did,wee might 
loffe time in them and mar in ſeeking to 
nm ar ater farthar Caſe.: |}. : 

Fo 1 ep —_— this bulnele 
of callin oÞ is, VVhat a man 1s1@.d0c 
ortho pntcheeconnd ? for whenwoe are bid 
to pray, and ſecke to: (G om, it is.anordinary 
queſtion amongſt us; But may wee not ule che 


mMCcancs too 2 
Tochis I anſwer, That prayeris © fare from 
excluding the meanes, that it 3nghudes them'y 
for if the defire bee fervent, when wee defire 
| —_— at'G o v5 hands, it will make us dili- 
; |gencin aſcofthemecancs, to uſe a conveni- 
i T——— make you carneſtin ſeek- 


ing to Gedand g up ne rrrey 
For, if aman ray, and bee 

theuſe of the — I will bebop, 
it is but like thedefire of the ſhi ggard, that is, a 


languiſhing,and fainting defire: Hee 


bis | 


xy 


—, i HL 


on 


Nt - »% © «. << 
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his ſoule hath nothing; for hedeſircs but he puts 
his hand into his boſome : the deſires which 
you expreſſe, when you pray, they are nor fer- 
vent, they are not —_ if you bee remiſlc in 
the uſe of che meages. Hee that deſires grace, 
and ſtrength againſt ſinfull luſts & temptation, 
and yet is remiſſe in thenſe of rhe meanes, by 
which grace ſhould bee increaſed, and ftrengrh 
gained, to reſiſt thoſe corruprions and tempta- 
tions, certainely his deſires are but vaine and 
| empty deſires, | 
Beſides, it is an argament that wee truſt not 
in Gov, that wee make no accompt of our 
| prayers, except wee be diligent inthe uſe of the 
meanes, therefore wee are farre from excluding 
them , for, if you ſecke to Gowy, and tru 
to your prayers, and thinke that they will pre- 
vaile with him, itwillworke this effe&, that 
you will be carefull touſe ſuch meanes, as G ov 
hath ordainedto bring thething to paſſe, Even 
as, if a man ſeeke to-a Phyſician, to ſuch a Phy- 
fician as hee truſts to, into whole hands hee 
would put his-life ; when this Phyfician pre- 
| ſcribes ſuch a courſe, ſach a dyer, and ſuch a 
thing tobee take at ſuch a time, themore hee 
reſts upon the Phhſician, the more carefull hee 
will bee toobſerve his preſcription and rules : 
And fo, ir this 'cafe, the more you reſt onGod, 
the morecarefufl you wit be to'aſe ſuch meanes 
as hce hath appointed, when hee hath ſaid; 
thefe and theſe meanes are to bee uſed. Inthis 
mga I ſay, itis a figne your prayers afemore 
. | to 


_ 


| Re «ſon, 2» 


 Elſeitisa 


' ſigne we rruft 
not God, 
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| to purpoſe , when y6u are diligent in the uſe of 
them , when you dare not fleight nor negle& 
them. 

Reaſer, 3. | Againe, you muſt conſider this, that when we 
It ischarwee | pray, at any time, wee doe not pray to have a- 

—_ ny thing done without meancs ; but wee pray to 
havea blefling upon the meanes ; and, if we pray 
for a bleſſing upon the meanes, 'our minde is not 
that they ſhould be omirted : for, you know, God 
doth all chings by ſecond cauſes, he ſaves us not 
without on ro is, hee uſeth us as inſtru- 
ments, hee doth every thing by men, by crea- 
tures, and by meanes z and the end ofour prayers 
is, not to have them done without meanes, but ro 
have ableſſing powred downe upon them. Bur 
that which is chiefly to be obſerved to cleere this 
point to you is this ; That prayer is not the onely 
mou. ſe bur part of the meanes to bring any 

ro . , : 

"Ther! are two —— efteQ a bufineſſe, that 
is, prayerand meanes both : we doe not ſay pray- 
er is the -onely meanes, indeede, then the other 
were excluded , bur fince it-is but part, and 
the other makes up the torall meanes of bring- 
ing any thing to paſſe, it doth not exclude them, 
bur they may be both joyncd together, prayer 
| andthe uſe of the meanes; -This is enough to 
| | ſhew-thar we may ule anganes,we may: pray, and 
| cqurtor a. | 189 0ur band op-the Plough, weemay ſecke to 

bourthe uſc of | God \and be diligent, and as diligent as any body 
the meancs. | efſe., Bur now theſe-three Cautions are tobe ob- 

| even; rogue noon nn ft 6 2h ett TD 
is <7 The 
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' The firſt is, "That, if wee doe uſe meanes, wee 
ſhould uſe thoſe that are right ; for if you-rruſt | Wee wut utc 
God, and depend upon him, you will not ſteppe | "igh* meanes, 
out to any inordinate meanes , nor uſe-lawfull | 
' meanes in at-inordinate manner: af you doe ſo, 
ir is an argument that your prayers are: of:no 
value in your owne efteeme, for you doe not reſt 
on G oy, which if you did, you would'never 
uſe any other meanes, than hee hath appoin- 
ted, + HT SIONg 

Secondly, though you uſe the meanes, and | Caution 2, 
pray both, yer you muſt ſo uſe the meanes and | No: ruſt the 
prayer both,as that your confidencereſts noronly | Tre 
thereupon:for it is onething to uſe the meanes,& 
it is another” thing to have confidence in them, 
And therfore we ſay to you in this cafe, that you 
muſt doe as herhar uſerh the light of the Sun, he 
fouſeth the light,as that he bath an eye upon the 
Sun,from whom that light comes; for he kgowes, 
that if the Sun were ſer, the light would be gone, 
Or as he that takes water in a Ciſterne, or River, 
he ſo rakes it, as that hee hath aneye tothe Foun. 
taine, hee knowes if the Fountaine were ſtop. 
ped, the River would bee quickly dryed up : $ 
vou ſhould thinke with your ſelves, it I ule any 
meanes, any creature, any inſtrument to bring 
things to paſſe, mine eye muſt beeupon God: for 
all the helpe that we have from the creature, -it is 
but asa beame tothe helpe that comes from God 
| himſelfe. And therefore you muſt doe inthis 
caſe, as Phyſicians are wont to doe, they put ma- 
Dy ingredients intoa thing, but ic is one princi- 

pall 


(antion 3 . 
Nor ro ſticke 
to particular 
WMCARCE, 


| 


The Saints daily Exerciſe 
pallingredient, amongſt the reſt; that he makes 


| acconntwill cure thediſeaſe;Sodoe inthis cale, 


make uſe,both of praier,&:ofthe meanes, yet you 
muſt know , that neither prayer nor the meanes 
are the principall effeQer of the thing, butthe 
principall mcanes, indeed wherein yourconfi- 
dence 1s to be,is God thatdoth bring every thing 
to paſſe : There is no good inthe City, nor'no 
vill but he doth it; you know hee takesall to 
himſelfe. All the meanes, by which good and 


| ill-is conveyed to you, doe not doe the thing , 


they are but the vehiculs, they are but the inftru- 
ments ; as the Beere and the VVine whercin the 
Phyſficke is taken, but it is the Phyſicke and' 
the medicine that cures ; So all the meanes 
cannot doevit, it is the helpe and the power 
of Gov, the efficacy that comes from him, 
that brings things to paſſe, therefore that muſt 
bee remembred, uſe the meanes continually , 
but with dependance upon Gow, with an eye 
upon him, let not your hearts reſt upon them 
_ y ; for, ifthey doe, it is an inordinate uſe of 
them. 

Laſtly, you muſt take heed of ticking in any 
particular meanes, for if you doe, it is a figne 
that you truſtnot G o yas you ought todoe. It 
is a fault commonly,we pitch upon ſuch a parti- 
cularway,and we thinke that muſt doe it, or no- 
thing. Now if God be truſted too, he hath more 
waics-to the wood than one, he hath more means 
tobring a thing to paſſe than one: And therfore 
wee muſt leave it to him,who often doth it beſt 


by 


_ a. «4a; 


NG —— 


ron fruninchand conboamuphle head; and 
9 
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by another meanes than wedreamed of. As for 
example, David had a promiſe ofthe Kingdome; 
Now, when he had the Kingdome of ſudah, yet 
you know, the Kingdome of 7ſrael ſtood our : for 


Iſbboſberh had the Kingdome, and Abney was his 
chiete Caprtaine: beſides,in his comming into his 


Kingdome of Indeb, we ſee how God wrought the 
buſinefſe, without his device, by a meanes that 
he never thought of, in that batrtell, when Su/ 
was killed, and ſo many of his ſonnes, there was 
ſo much way made forhim, when himſelfe uſed 
no meanes to bring it to paſſe, Afterward when 
the Kingdome of 1ſrael was kept from him, and 
he had onely /udab, we ſce, God cauſcd divifion 
between 7ſbbeſherh, and Abner his chicfe Captain, 
upon that comes Abner, and offers to David the 
rr but yethe was but a reconci- 

yz and what Abner _, 5 have done, 
he knew not. Therefore, Gedby idence, 
(though 1e«b ſinnedin it) cauſed _7brey tobe ta- 
ken away by 1046 : when this was done, yet ſb. 
wasalive ſtill; then were there rwomen 
ſet by the provillence of God, (though it werea 


Kingdome came wholly ro David: for, 
there were but two ſonnes, AMephibeſberb, that 
was lame of his feet, and 7ſbboſberh that was lame 
in his minde, a weake man, unable to 
ſo great and weighty a buſineſſe to purpole : 
God brought the bufineſſe to paſſe by a way thar 
David thoughe not of. Therefore, though wee 


may uſe meanes, yet, after the uſe of wee 
H muft 


—— _— 
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Wee arc more 
apt to truſt 
men than 

| God, 


Why. God 
' works not by 
our meanecs. 


—_ 


} Caſe $8. 

} Abourgraying 
 $n taith, when 
a man wants a 
parcicular pro- 
miſe, thor the 
thing whick he 
asketh ſhall be 
granted. 


—_— 


——_— 


muſt depend upon Ged, and leave ic to God, to 
rake one meanexy, or other. VVe muſt doe in this 
caſe, as we doe when we goe:toaman that is ve- 
ry skilfull co doe a worke for us : If wee goe toa 
Carpenter and tell him we have ſuch a thing to 


be done, or, if we goe to.thoſerhat we call 4gua- 


rieli, that bring water from placeto place, we tcl! 
him, this is our deſire, but how he will worke, 
and which way he will bring ir to paſſe, we know 
not,and yet we truſt ſuch an one, for we ſay, He 
is an honeſt man of his word, andit hee have un- 
dertaken it, it is cnough :. VVhy then will yon nor 
truſt God, that goes ſo much beyond us, that hath 
an infivite wiſdome, and an infinite power? And 
therefore ler us all ſouſe the meanes, that with- | | 
all we keepe our dependance upan him, that wee 
leaveitto him, to uſe this or that meanes as it 
pleaſeth him, for ſometimes, it may be, he takes 
away that which wee.are about, fometimes hee 
leayes us partly deſticure, and findes a way of his 
owne, that we might truſt co him, and bee confi- 
dent of his power and wiſdome, in that he is able 
to doe the thing wee deſire, So much likewiſe! 


| (hall ſerve for this Caſe, | 


Another Caſe is, What it isto pray infaith 
You know that is required, Now there is acom- 
mon errour inthis point : for a man may ſay, It [ 
pray for the ſalvation of another, I have nopro- 
miſe, how can I pray in faith > When a man 


pr bee guided in ſuch a buſinefle, to have 
ſuch an cnterprize to bee brought to paſle, to 
have deliverance from ſich a trouble, ſuch a lick- 


neſle,} 


—_—__ 


{that , wee are not tryed unto it : for che pro- 


YO 


— 
. 
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he findes no- particular promiſe, and for oughr he 
knowes, ic ſhall never bee granted : How can hee 
then be (aid topray in faith > For, to-pray in faith 
is co beleeve thatthe thing we pray tor ſhall bee 
bronghe ro paſſeand accompliſhed. 


neſſe, from ſuch a calamity, that hee lies aiche| 


deedif wehad'a particular promiſe, as Elias had, 
thatiit ſhould not raine,8&c. inthat caſe, we were | 
bound to'beleeve: in particular, bur not having 


miſe” is the-obje& of. faith',-and' the” Mavir "is | 
17K __{ 


not | 


I anfwer, that co pray in faith, is to gac as farre] e,7nſw, 
as the promiſe goes. Now no particular man hath 
any particular promiſe, that he ſhall have ſuch a 
deliverance, that he ſhall have ſuch a particular 
| Mercy granted him , and therefore it is not requi- 
red to beleeve that that particular thing ſhould 
be done, 
But you will ſay, VVhat faith is ic then thatis| g94;,e. 
required > Whar faith is 
I fay, itis enough to belecye that Goo is a no 
Father, that hee is ready to heare, and not one- | * gl 
ly that hee is ready to heare, but that hee is rea- 
dy to doe that whick' is beſt for mee, in ſuch a 
articular : for both 'are required, that you be- 
ceve him to bee well affeRed towards you, as 
2 Father, as one that tenders your good; and|,, 
not onely ſo, but that hee will doe that, in that | bound rove- 


particular, that ſhall bee moſt for his owne glo- | leeve, tharthe 
particular 


| Ty, and for your good : and, if you doe fo, you | |... a.ube 
pray in faith ; though ( for the particular) you | granted which 
know'nor, whether it ſhall be granted or no, 'In- | © Pray fu. 


/ 
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not to worke beyond the objeR , for the gbje& 
isthe rule and the limit of the habit : therfore you 
may pray in faith, when yet you have no ground 
to beleeve, and to thinke, that that particular 
thing ſhould bee granted. For example, if a 
facher pray , that his ſonne may have grace 
wrought in his heart, that his ſoule may bee ſa- 
ved, it may beethe Loxv will neverdoeit; or, 
if one friend pray for another to the ſame purpoſe, 
chough the thing be not done, yet the prayer re- 
turnes into his boſome, hee 15 no loſer by it, 
there is a reward belongs to him, for ſeeking to 
God in fincerity, it is his duty,that hee ſhould doe 
ſo. The like I may ſay for every other particular 
caſe. Andthis encouragement you may have,that 
_ | there is never any particular prayer put up,wher. 
| in you ſeeke things that are not granted, but you 
miſtake in ic , for, if you beleeve thus farre, as I 


ſaid royou, bee ſure that r$ are accep- 
red, G.op willdoe char which is beſt for you, | 
and your prayers ſhall not beloſt, So much alſo 
for that. | | 
The laſt caſe is, How ſhall a man know whe- 
ther his Prayer be heardor not ? | 
For anſwer to this wee will give you this one 
rule, (and that is as farre as wee can goe) That 
e prayers that are made by the ebiance of 
Gods holy Spirit iiscerraine, they are ahwayes | 
heard : it you finde that at any time, you need 
make no queſtion, but that Ged hears it, and. 
| will doe the thing, obſerving the Caution that 
wee havegiven you heretofore, that is, for the 
meanes,! 


. _—_— >... mo. ND 


;* <©5S we tt mw ww IT 


| The Saints daily Exerciſe. TM 


meanes, the manner, the time, and the meaſure : 
for it cannot be, but thatwhen the heart-is inlar- 
ged by G o vs owne Spirit,and the prayer is an 
expreſſion of holy defires, the Lo x v' alw 
heares. That place is cleare for it, Kew.$.27,thar 
Hee knowes the meaning of the Spirit : that is,'/he © 
knowes it, that hee hearkeneth to it, that hey al- 
waycs accepts of it : andtherefore,'when you 
come in ſuch a caſe, at any time, that your hearts 
are inlarged in a ſpeciall manner: Marke, I ſay, 
when your hearts are inlarged ina ſpeciall man- 
ner, and that,with holy defires, certainely, then 
G © v meanes togrant our requeſts : hee would 
not ſend his Spirit tobe an interceſſox in your 
hearts,if hee did not meane todocit : far,on the 
contrary, he withholds his ſpirit,he gives us not 
that inlargement of heart. Only this diſtinQion 
muſt be carefully remembred; you may be ſome. 
time very earneſt, (the parent may bevery ear. 
neſt for his child,as David was for his;and Adoſes 
for ought we ſee, was eameft to have gone into 
the Land of Canaan, they were things that they 
defired) and yet that may be an expreſſion of na- 
turall defires. In which caſe a man may bee very 
earneſt, and yet he cannot build upon ir, to ſay, 
my heart is much inlarged in prayer, and there- 
fore I ſhall be heard. 

- But obſerve this, when the heart is inlarged 
with holy deſires, and that in a ſpeciall manner, | TR'B*" 
ſomewhat more than ordinary, as that, you ſce, 
itis the worke of the ſpiritof Gov, quickni 


| your heart, opening AM” | ſtreogrhning 
. 3 : 
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inlarging it, and ſharpening grace and holinefſe 

in Sinchoſercquifl you putup toGod, inthis 
eats bail upon ir,for you may be ſure your prai- 
ers arc heard from that ground wee even now 
gave you; Hee knowes the meaning of the ſpirit, $0 
mach ſhall ſerve for thoſe Caſes of Conſcience 
in this ſpiricuall doty of calling upon Ged. - 

Now the laſt thing we propounded was this : 
What th ificarion is rhat is required in our 
prayers : for fince we have ſaid ſo much of pray- 
er, itis a neceſſary thing that wee know what 
wo mpg arerequired, that'it may bee aecep- 
radic. 

And the firſt(we will commend to yongyhich 
is the ground,and firſt in order beforeal the reſt) 
is, that #he be right.The prayer of the righteom 
dethprevaile much, Tames 5.16. 

Theground of it is this; aman muſt firſt have 
Chriſt before he can have any thing elſe, He harh! 
given u all thingselſe with Chriſt : 1f wee have all, 
things elſe, if we have not him,it is nothi 
his promiſes (you know) are yea and Amenbut it is 
in him; ſo that we muſt firſt havehinr; | 

And beſides, the generall Covenant muſt goe 


is this or that particular promiſe, but you muſt 
firſt be within the Covenant, you muſt firſt have 
the generall Covenant belonging to you,before 
youcan have theparticular branchesof it; &ther- 
fore a man muſt be within the covenir,bisperſon 
muſt be firſt righteous, before he be accepred: & 
therfore let none deceive bimfelfe in this —_— 
* TH thinks 


; 


* All, |} 


before tlie particular:for the ground ofall praier 
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chioke thus with himſelte, he hopes bis heart is 
ſincere, and his prayers right, and his ends are 

ood; for thoughall this weretrue, yet if his per- 

on be not right, Go » _— it not, You know 
the blood of a ſheepe, and the blood of a fwine, 
they are both alike, it maybeethe blood of the 
fine is better than the other, yet the blood of 
the ſwine was not to be offered , becauſe it _ 
the bleod of a ſwine. Soin this caſc,the praierof| an uaregene- 
an unregenerate man may beas well framed, for —m——_——_ 

titions,for every thing that is requiredim- | ant YE 

mediately toa praier;butthe heart from whence | ly maa. 
ir comes, the perſon, from whence it ds, 
that is it that makes thedifference:let this there- 
| fore be chiefly obſerved, that the perſon be right. 
And therefore you ſball finde, 7 ſal. 4. 3. Devid 
makes that the ground, why his prayers ſhould 
be beard : ſaith he, Be yee ſure that Ged bath choſes 
for hinsſelfe the gedly man : And when I call upon him 
I ſball be heard. For that is the ground that hee 
takes to himſelfe,why he ſhall bebeard,becauſe 
Ged hath choſen to humſclfe the godly man. As 


| | | 
ifhe ſhould ay, lamofthe numberofthe god! 

le yas mr ure xHar T7 
to prevaile againſt me,l feare you not, for I pray 


to a God that will defend me; Iama godly man, 
and upon that ground I beleeve that my prayer 
is heard, Beloved, otherwiſe though wee pray, 
and pray nay Lap os ſinnes ery lowder than 
our prayers, they cry downe our ,£ 

m—— noiſe than hey forch noi ho 
our ſinnes make is like the noyſe of a Thunder, 
ke tfq H 4 _ _— 


LAGAS 4.4 


: 
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2 


' Remove pary 
ticular inges, 


when the noiſe of our praiers is but like the erack- 
ling of thornes,. which cannot be beard for the 
noiſe that ſinne -makes intheeares of the Lord. 
Thus it is,in this caſe, hen we come before Ged 


in our fins, when a man comes-into his preſence] © 


in his unregencracy. 


Bur this is not all, for certaine it is,a man that| | 
is within the Covenant, may have a particular| | 


ſinne, (as you heard heretofore) that may inter- oY 
cept his praiers,and that maybinder the blefling:| 
ſo-thar, that finge muſt be removed, before his] '* 
pon can be heard. It is true, The Sonne abides| 
in the houſe for ever, but yet the ſon may commit| 


ſuch an offence, thar his father may uſe him as a | $ 
ſervant, hee may deny his requeſts, and refuſe] 


them, when hee comes to ſeeke any thing at his 
kands. And therefore,there muſt be a particular 


reconcyliationaparticulat repentancexhat ſinne AY 


muſt be rarabved, and done away, that ſtands in 


the way. This wasthemethbod theSaints alwaies| | 
liavekept incalling upon God:: Sec it in Daxie!,) |Þ 
nn Ex; allofthem, for-the moſtpart, when| 7 
ey make anycompleat prayer,we ſee;ſtill they| 3 
in with Con, - confeſſion of fin? va 

And thereaſon of itis, that theirperſons might| 
beeclearoand innocent,that thoſe ſinnes might| [2 
be removed; which-would ftand in theirway ; | | 


and this likewiſe isa ground of that '1 Tim,2.8. 
ſaith the Apoftle there , 7 will, that prayers bee 


made in allplaces, that you lift uy pure hands without | J 
#745) aud doubting 7. The meaning 18 this, not] 
onely thata'man beewithin'the Covenant, bur! = 


- thae| 


I. os a Wen 1 


| 


tele _—_— TY has ] ws, s * 


| 
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that he be cleanſed from all particular (ins, that 
might cleave to him, and hang upon him. As 
for example,ywhen thou wouldeſt be accepted of 
Gad, if there doe any particular (in hang on thee, 
'that muft bee removed by renewing thy repen- 
rance,. And befides that, ſee what the Scripture 
takes notice of, when a man comes to pray, his 
heart muſt be cleanſed from pride (for God reſiſts 
the proud) his heart muſt be broughttoan hum- 
ble diſpofition;likewiſe irmuſt be clenſed from 
wrath, hee muſt lift up pure hands without wrath , 
which is oft required, Adat.5.Leave thine offering, 
and goe and make peacewith thy brother. Solikewiſe 
from unthankefulnefſe; our prayers are not'ac- 
eepted,exceptwe be thankfull for mercies recei- 
ved. The like wee may ſay of particular 
finne , wee muſt be carefull rocleanfe our ſelves. 
from all ſinfull luſts,and corruptaffeRions, that 
they have not dominion in our hearts ;-burthar 
we lift up pure hearts, and innocent hands. And 
this is the firſt thing that 1s required, that the | 
perſon be right . that is, notonely thar hee bee 
within theCovenanrt,but likewiſe that thoſe par- 
ticular ſinnes be removed, that may be an impe- 
diment tohis prayers. 

The ſecond thing required is Faith , Lift up 
pure hands without wrath anddenbting. You know 
that in Tames, Let him that wanteth wiſedome aske of 
God, let him aske in faith, and waver not, So that' 
though prayer be the key toopen Gods treaſures, 
yet faith is the hand that rurnesthe key,withour ? 


T05 


When we pray 
we wuſt clenic 
out hearts, 


Y 


2 
From wrath. 
Mit. 5.33 ,24+ 


« 
From un- 


thanktulacſſc. 


2 Requiſice or 1 
condition is 
faith. 

James 1, 5,6, 


which itwill doe nogood,. : 
| | Now 


Pre 
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Now the Zord requires faith, partly, forhis ' 
owne ſake, be Ron not — beacknow- 
if id not truſt him,when you come 
=_— hiw, if youdid not reft upon him, Be- 
ſides he ſhould loſe his glory;for in this we glo- 
rify bim whenwe truſt him, and wee diſhonour 
him whenwediftruſt him ; when wee come and 
ſeeke to him, and doe not reſt upon himywe diſ- 
honourhim, 

Beſides, in regard of us he requires faith, and 
will not heare us withour it ; uſe, as it is 
lames 1,6, intheſameplace, where faith is re- 

red, there is goodreaſonwhy it is required, 
| for faith the {tle there, He theo beleeves not or 
| He that wevers, hee #« like «wave of the Sea: that is, 
ſometimes in his prayer hee is very carneſt, as a 
wavethat ſwels high ; ſometimes againe he will 
be nothing at all: yea,ſaith the Apoftle,heis not 
only uneven in the buſines of prayer, ſometimes 
earneſt and forward, and ſometimes giving over 
again,off and on,but ſucha man is unſtable in al 
his wayes; for he that truſts in Ged,will be care- 
full.norin Rm keepall biswaies 
right; but ttruſts him not,wavers in ey 
thing : he is (ie may be)diligent in praier,hew1ll 
looketo his wayes for a time but be reſts yotup- 
on Ged, he reſts upon other things, Hee s like 
wave, he is not. conſtant:and therefore faith is re- 
_ Now whenl ſay faith is required, know 

is,that there is adouble faith required : 
 "Theone js a faith intheprovidence of God, the 
other isa faith in his promiſe. | 


© ww. aa a © a =w 


Firſt, 


—_— — 


po: on. 


gon lc ye agg [HR ww «© XxX EF FF *F 
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| Firſt, I ay,faith in Gods providence (whichisa| 
thing of much moment, and we are apt to forget | Faith inGods 
it.) We ſee itcleerely,Pſal.246. Blefted is he that | Providence. 
eruſirin che God of Lacob, &c. wha made heaven, and | 71+ 146: 5:6, 
earth,and the ſea, who keepes covenant, and mercy for | 
ever c- you ſee faith there required in the provi- 
dence, He wade heaven and earth,the ſea, he is ſuch 
a God who is able to bring great things to paſle; 
for he made heaven and earth :and is he not able 
to-do any thing beſides ? 

Secondly,there muſt be a faith in his promiſes, 'y 
which is expreſſed-in the next words, He feeperh | Faltbin the 
Covenant for ever. Solikewiſe tocxpreſſe the de- -_ 
fe of it ; You ſeewhen Afartha and Afary came 
to Chrifl to raiſe Lazarus, they belceved he was 
ready enough to doe it (there was faith in his 
willingneſſe)but they wanred faith in his provi- 
dence, for Martha comes tobim, and tells him, 
Lord, ſaith ſhe, Hee hath beexe in the grave foure 
dayes ; as if ſhe had faid, ſurely now it cannor be 
done, if thou hadft come ſooner, irmight have 
been brought to paſſe: ſo ſhe beleeved him to be 
willing,but therewanted faith in theprovidence. 

Apaine, as here faith in the providence was 
wanting ; ſo we fee, in the Leper,therewas faith - 
in theprovidence (it may be,the other was wan- 
ting, but that is norexpreſſed, it is more proba- 
ble hee had both) Lord, if thou' wilt, ghou canf# 
_ mewhole : Here was w __ ot faith in 
the providence, be acknowledgeth his power,if 
thou will cn mae me whole : but beceule 
Chri#t did futfill hisdefire, it is is likely _ os 

alt 


, 


| 


” 
G———— ——— —_ ah «a _ 


— — 
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Math. 7.y; 


Wee doubt of 
Gods willing- 
nes more than 
of his power 
tO g1anc our 
re quells, 


faith in the promiſe too, fo, Ifay, there muſt be 
a faith, firſt, iv the providence ; ſecondly, there 
muſt bee a faith alſo in the promiſe of God; you 
have ground cnough for that, you have his ſure 
notter it, hee bath ſaid, Asbe and you ſball have, 
ſecke and yee ſhallfinde, knocke and it ſball bee opened 
ro yu; and —_— 90u-aske, if it bee according 
to biswill,it ſhall be done to yau,SOthat is the thing 
weeare chiefly to looke unto, to confider this 
faith in Gods promiſe, for men are ready to ſay, 
I deubr not bur God is able, bur all the queſtion 
is,whether he be willing 02 no. And therefore, if 


muſt bee carefull to ſtrengthenourfaith in his 
promiſe : for,as that is ſtrong,ſo our prayers doe 
more preyaile with God, It 15 amatter ofmuch 
moment, and therefore we will ſhew briefly how 
your faith may be ftrengthned,and likewiſehow 
you may know it. 

Firſt, you ſhall ſtrengthen your faith, if you 
conſider the nature of G o d. Beloved, this is a 


* | great cauſe why wee beleeve not the promiſe of 


God and his readinefſe to helpe us in difficult ca- 
ſes, becauſe wee are ignorant of the Nature of 
God, of the Attributes of Ged, orat leaſt, we doe 
not conſider them, For example, (that I may o- 
penit to you a little, and ſhew you theway of 
making uſe of the Attributes of God, in calling 
upon hifff,& ſtrengthning our faith from them) 
conſider, firſt, the Iuftice of God, (I will give you 


— how the Saints have ſtill ſtrengthned 


we will have our _ ftron prevalent,we | 
l 


| 


—_ ii «. ——— — O n— = a— 


their faith fro Gods Attributes) David uſcth this! 
Argu- 


——— Tm a. —_ —————_—_—_—_ — 
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Argument, Lord,cbow art Inft,1 am Innocent: when 
he relleth God of his Iuſtice, and withall expreſ- 
ſeth his owne Innocencic, it is a ſtrong Argu- 
ment. David, you (ce, uſeth it oft, (I need not to 
name particulars) Lord,reward me according to mine 
Innecencie, c. thou knoweſt 1 am righteow, and 
mine enemies have done me thus and thus much 
wrong, and chow art juſt : God cannot deny this , 
for itis a ſtrong Argument, that is taken from 
ſuchan Actribute. 

Soagaine, the geodneſſe of God ,, Lord, thou art 
full of mercie z on the other fide, 1 am full of miſc- 
rie: and when theſe are put together, it is a great 
meanes to ſtrengthen our faith. And therefore, 
mo o_ expreſſeth his __— 

ity, his diſeaſe, how hee was oppre 
—_— and landered, nn _ Gods ones 
(ORC SInED it) God s f; : 
as if he ſhould ſay, mane fro boar or 
lam in calamity, and miſeric, at this time : and 
thae _ Argument whereby he ſtrengthened 

So againe , another Attribute of Gedis , his 
gory: whenwe make the Argumentthus, Lord, 
thou haſt an eye to thy glory, and I aime ar thy 
glory : In ſuch a requeſt, iris a ſtrong prevailing 

ment with him, You know, Aſoſes prevai- 
lcd with him, when he ſought the ſaving of the 
whole people of 1ſracl, Lord, ſaith he, thy name 
will bepolluzed what will the Heathen ſayi And fince 
I aime at thy gloryin it, deny mo nor. And like- 
wile Ezckias; and David, they ufe tho ſame Ar- 


* x aaq gument 


| 


Iog9 
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2 Chrox. 14+11- 


s Vncbange- 
An a4 


gumentto God, ſhall chedsſt praiſe thee? ſhall any 
glory be givenrothee in the grave ? ſhall wee be 
able to doe any thing for thy honour , when wee 
are dead > So that the Arguments that are taken 
from Gods glory,and our ame at his glory, is ano- 
ther meanes to ſtrengthenour faith, 

Moreover, the power of G © Þ , that is another 
Attribute, whereby wee may conceive the ſame 
Argument, (as I ſaid betore, ) when wee goe to 
Goa, andexpreſſe our weakeneſſe, and his power, 
Lord, we are weake, we are able to doc nothing, , 
Lord, thou art Almighty,thou mad'ſt heaven and? 
earth , it isa ſtrong argument to prevaile with 
him, So, we ſee, Aſa prevailed with God, 2 Chr. 
14. Oh Lord, ſaith hc, it @ all one with thee ro helpe 
with many, or few, and we reſt upon thee : as ifhe 
ſhould ſay; VWe are exceeding tew,weare cxcce- 
—_—_— we arc able to doe nothing, but thou 
artable todo tt,witha few,as well as with a great 
multitude; therehe purs them cogether, And tho 
like we have of /choſapbar, Lord,we have no ftreagth | 
to fland before our enemies, bus or eyes are to thee : 
As if he ſhould fay,thou haſt ſtrengch and power 
enough, thouart able ro docir,though we arevn- 
able. This is another Argument taken fromche 
power of God. | | 

Againe, the anchangeablenceſſe of God. | YVhen 
one cores tothe :Z9ra,- and ſhall:fay to him, 
Lord,'\ thaut haſt 'Jone thus and chus in former 


| times for thy {ervants, Zord, thou haſt done'thus 


and thus for me,in ancthercaſe, and thou artun- 
changeable;thouarttheſame God: chigigagrear 


Mmcanes 


| > od 
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meanes to ſtrengthen our faith, As you know, 
it is in your Law-ſuits, when you have a preſt- 
denr, it addes ſtrength to che cauſe, ſo when wee 
have pre{idents for this, it will adde ſtrength ro 
os,and that ſtrength is taken fromGods unchange- 
ablencfſe ; if we pur them together, Lerd, thou 
art unchangeable,Lorgd,thou haſt done it toorher 
men in the like caſe , thou haſt done it tome alſo 
in the like caſe : It is a ſtrong Argument, andan 
Argument that David uſeth ;, you ſee how hee is 


in thee, and were delivered, they truſted in thee, and 
were not confounded. As if he ſhould ſay, Lord,thon 
art unchangeable,thou heardeſt them. in the ſame 
caſe when they truſted inthee;now,it is my caſe, 
and therefore I beſeech thee to helpe mee in my 
diſtreſſe. 


Goa, that is another of his Attributes; and when 
wee make our Argument thus, Zord , thou art 
faithfnll, and I cruſt in thee, itis a rong Argu- 
ment, for you know, it is an Argument that pre- 
vailes much with menza-man is ready to ſay, hee 
truſts me, I muſt not deceive him:Much more the 
Loxp kcepes Covenant, and mercy for ever. 
When wee'come,and uſe this zo him, Zord, thou 
art faithſull, thou haſt ſaid, thou wilt keepe Co- 
venant #nd mercy for ever, thou canit nordoe 0- 
therwiſc, it is thy nature, thou canſt notdeny thy 
ſelfe,and I reſt on thee, I depend on thee ,, in ſuch 
a caſe, it cannot bee the Zord ſhould faile us : 
It a man will not faile onc that truſts in+ him , 


ET 


ſtayedup by ir, P ſal.22.4. Lord,opr fathers truſted * 


Againe, the faizbfulneſ of God, the fidelity of | 


Semales 


6 Faithful 
' nefle. 


ccrtalnely 
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certainely the Loyd will not, and that is an Argu- 
ment that is uſed oft, thou never faileſt them that 
truſt thee. | 

Then, beſides the abſolute Attributes of God, 
conſider his relative Attributes;he is a Farher,and 
a Maſter; It is a ſtrong Argument that is taken 


chou art a Father, thou arta Maſter, thou art an 
husband ; Whither ſhould the children goe, bur 


to her Husband 2 Whither ſhould the 


ou ao 7p us to » <a = 
owne, and He i worſe than an 1 rhe provides 
net for bis owne : Lord, we belong to thee, wee arc 
thine. VVe ſee, Deviduſcth this Argument, that 
God had madebim. You haveirtoftin the Pſalmes, 
that God had made him, not onely his Creature, 
rn reg hee was his ſervant, 
I am thy ſervant : uſeth oft this Relative, 


diddepend upog him. And 


| pend _ us, and lookes after no body elſe, that 
15 at 


prevalent with God; and therfore may 

our faith. Now, when I ſay theſe Arguments 

prevaile with G o v, the meaning is indeed, that 

they prevaile with us, they ſtrengthen our faith, 

they enable us tobeleeve, that G ov is _— to 
| pe 


fromtheſe. If wegoetothe Lord, and ſay, Lord, | | 


ro their father? Whither ſhould the wife _—_ | 
— 
oe, but to their Maſter, to their Lord? Lord, | © 


that G op wasbi G © », and thathe was G op: | 
A ng co him, and that | | 

urely (my Beloved) | |? 
dependance,and ſeeking to &od,is a great meanes | | 
ro winne him to us. en wee ſce another de-| 


Auall motive with men : the ſame is as| © 


= om aw 36> = @A me... n—m—_ 
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| helpe us, and when wee beleeve it, and truſt up-! | 
on him, then indeed G ov is ready to ſecond | 
it; becauſe thenweeare prepared, wee canthen| 
put up our deſires in the prayer of faith; other- | 
wiſe they are put up with doubriong , and that 
makes them unacceptableto Go p, and uneffe- | 
uall. And, now as I have ſhewed you the way,! you wee may 
ſo likewiſe in a word, we will ſhew you when we | know thar we 
doe pray in faith (for that is athing chatis very | 7 —— 
uſefull)you ſhallknow it by this(for I adde that 
becauſe I ſee the Scriptures requires ir,as ſuch a 
maine conditioa,without which a man canot be | 
accepted, Bee it done to thee according to thy faith . 
it is every where inculcated)you ſhall know it, I 
| ſay;by the quietneſſe of your mind,and your ſe- 
curity. VWhena man calls upon Goo , and his 
mind is quiet in it, itis a ſigne that he beleeves, | z, 7... 
and truſts in him, it is a prayer of faith, Hannah, | nefic __ 
you know, in that caſc, looked ns more ſad, be. | mind after. 
cauſe ſhe truſted in God, ſhee beleeved the thing 
ſhould be done and reſted therein: and therfore 
if you finde ſolicitude and perplexity in your 
mind,it is a figne that yourpraiers want ſo much 
faith, for if you did reſt upon Ged,you would be 
quiet, and ſecure in him. - 
Secondly, if you doe beleeve, you will conti- 2 
nue in prayer. You know, it was an argument of | By contina. 
the faith of the woman of Caxaan,that ſhe conti- | in Prices, 
nued,that ſhe would rake nodeniall;though the 
Lord did not grant her requeſt,bur put her off, yer 
ſhe held out: %what was the reaſon of it?becauſe 
ſhe beleeved that he was = ſon of David,thathe 
was 


__ 
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| this faith is wrought, both in his providence, 


was mercifull, and that hee would heare in the 
end. So that continuance in prayer is an argu- 
ment we doe beleeve the Lerd. As a man that be- 
leeves, ſucha man is within the houſe whom he 
deſires to fpeake with, is content towair long for 
him : Or he, that bath a ſuir, and knowes that he 
ſhall have an end of it at ſuch a time, he will ne-! 
ver give over till it beeeffeted: So it is in this 
caſe, ifwe beleeve,we will be content to wait, He| © 
that beleeyes will not make haſte, becauſe hee truſts ; 
in G ov,and depends upon him. 

Laftly,a diligent uſe of thoſe meanes that God, 
bath alatbed, and no other, is a great argu-| 
ment that our prayer is with faith, And thus we 
have ſhewed you the two things that are requi-| FY | 
red in prayer ; firft,that the perſon muſt be righ-| | 
teous, nn nar the Covenant , ſecondly,that 
there muſt bee a beleeving in Ged as alſo how 


and in his promiſes ; and likewiſe how 
we ſhall know, whether our pray- 

ers bethe prayers of faith, ; 

Or NO, | 


—— — 
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SERMON. 


| our hands, but ſucha working upon our hearts 
by praier,ſuch a bringing of the to a good frame] 


1 Tnnzss, $5.17, 


Pr ay comenually. 


HE next condition required in 
prayer is fervency ; you know the 
place, The yrs the righteous @- 
waileth much, if it bee fervent. The 
Lordrequires this qualificationin 
prayer, becauſe it puts the heart into a holy 
and ſpirituall diſpoſition : for it is not fimply 
the making of the requeſt, that God lookes forat 


| of grace, by that dury, that thereby we aremore| 


I 2 fitted 
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Sinuele, 


| ( fitted toreceivethe mercy, that before wewere 


not, \Whena man is fervent in prayer, it ſers all 
the wheeles of his ſoul the right way,it purs the 
heart intoa holy and ſpirituall diſpoſition and 


mercy upon ſuch a man,that before was unfit,by 
reaſon of his untowardneſle, and ſtubborneſſe of 
heart,by reaſon of that uncleane and unholy diſ- 
poſition, that be ſaw in him. And therefore hee 
wil have prayer fervent,not ſo much becauſethe 
very fervency of prayer it ſelfe is reſpeRed, but 
becauſe by vertue of that fervency the heart is 
made better : whenaman comes to God with a 


temper; ſothat the Lord ſees ir now fit to beſtory | 


requeſt, like the requeſt ofthe patient tothePhy- 
fician,it may be the Phyſiciandenics long,when 
the Patient askes things that are pleaſant and a- 
greeableto him, not becauſe he1s unwilling to 
give thE, but becauſe his bedy muſt be brought 
| 1ntoanother temper, he muſt take a vomit, ora 
| purge,which perhaps is grievous to the Patient, 
as. this muſt be done before he be fitto receive 
ſuch cordials : ſo the Lord deales wirh his ſer- 
vants,though he be willing to beſtow ſuck merx- 
cies on them, yet, becauſe they are nor fitted, he 
requires continuance in prayer, and fervency in 
it. Therefore, we ſay, in prayerall the graces of 
Gods Spirit are ſeronwork,and the more fervent 
the prayer is, the more they are intended; the 
more they are ated, the more they are increaſed; 
and therefore the Lord is moved by this ferven- 
cy, to beſtow a mercy onus, that otherwiſe hee 


would notdoc. * 


But! 


——_—_— 
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| Butnow all the queſtion is, what this ferven- 
15? 
You ſhall find it uſually exprefled in the _ 
tures by ſuch wy 1 as theſe, Crying to the 
Lord, mrefling with the Lord, ſtriving with him, 


| 


II 7 
Lueſt, 


An/w. 
When a man 
is ſaidto bee Þ 
feryeant, 


and giving himno reſt: wherein theſe two things 
areto bemarked : 

Firſt,a man is ſaid thento be fervent, when he 
puts all his ſtrength to prayer, when he is very 
carneſt, and importunate with the Lord, when 


hee ſtrives and contends with him, though bee 
finde many difficulties,and impediments,yet he 
breakes through all;this is to be fervent in pray- 
er, to be importunate with the Lord. For exam- 
ple, when a man comes to pray, hee findes many 
diſcouragements,and himſelte (perhaps) guilty 
of many finnes, yea, he findes little holineffe, he 
hath bur feeble faith ro his own ſenſe, and mach 
deadnefle of ſpirit, yet he continues inſtant nor- 
withſtanding ; nay, further heedothnor onely 
finde theſe impediments in himſelfe, but hee 
finds the Lordexceeding backward to the thing, 
cither giving no anſwer, turning the deafe care 
to him, or (1t may be) giving a contrary anſwer, 
as tothewoman of Canaan.But to give you a par- 
ticular example; when a man comes to pray for 
health, it may behis ſicknes increaſeth ups him 
more;when he prayes toovercome ſuch a luſt or 
temptation, it may be, it is doubled upon him , 
when hee prayes for ſuch adeliverance, it may 
be, the oppreſſion growes more and more ; as-it 
was with the 1ſreelites,when they ſought for de-} 


T 
When we pur 
to all our 
ſtrengrh nor-+ 
withſtanding 
difficulties, 


Ma. 15. 


I 3 liverancel. 
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Cautions a- 
bout ferrency, 


L 

That it bee a 

fruir of faith. 
Sumnile, 


liverance out of Zygypr,the - grew grea- 
ter : nov to hold out notwithſtanding this.and 
to continue in praier,and to outwraftle God in it, 
though be ſeeme backward tothe requeſt; this 
is to be fervent in prayer. 

Secondly,fervency is not onely loud praying, 
but continuall knocking,when a man is not I 
importunate with the Lord, but hee continues 
long, hee will gotgive over, till be have got rhe 
bleſſing. You know,Tacess ferveney was ſeenc in 


thar,that he continued all night, Hewreſtled with 
the Lord, hat was the reaſon that he wreſtled 2 
Hee would not let him goe, till hee had got the bleſſme, 
till he hadobtained the thing he ſought for.Sol 
ſay,this earneſtnefle,& continuance in praier,the 


breaking thorow all difficulties,this is towreſtle 
with the Lord:for all wreſtling and ſtriving(you 
knew) ſuppoſeth ſome oppolition on the other 

art. Indeed,if there were no oppoſition, it were 
a\mallching, bur, I ſay, when the Lord is moſt 
backward, when the thing is moſt improbable, 
when there is much difficulty, ſo that you know 
not how it ſhould be brought topaſſe, yet if you 
continue ſtriving, and give the Lor4noreſt, as 
though you would never giveover;this is ferven- 
cy in prayerand this is a condition that the Lord 
requires.But here twoCautions muſt be remem- 
bred, thatwe miſtake not this fervency : 

Firſt (remember) fervency, if itbe right, it 
muſt be a fruit of faith : for there is a fervency 
that comes not from faith, but from a naturall 
ſenſe of want, whend manris indeed as a fivine 


—_— 
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that is pinched, which,you know,will cry excce- 
ding loud,not becauſe it lookes for help;bur be- 
cauſe it is pinched:ſo any other creature,or a mi 
naturally will uſe importunity,when he wants a- 
ny thing,and will be earneſt in his requeſts; ſuch 
fervency theLord regards not,becauſe there is no 
more but a meere expreflion of naturall deſires, 
there is no holineſle in it, there is no fire of the 
Spirit; but when this is added to it,that there is 


When ferven- 


not onely a ſenſe of the thing wee want, bur alſo | ;,j, afruic of 
ahope of mercy,a ground to beleeve that I ſhall | faith, 

have the thing granted, and out of this ground I 
am carneft and 1importunate;now earneſtneſſe is 
a fruit of faith. When Ieſus Chriſt lived upon 
carth,when men came and cryed carneftly unto 
him, and were exceeding importunate; ſome to 


bee healed of their diſeaſes, ſome to have devils 
caſt our,&c. we ſec his anſwer was ſtill rothem, 
Be it tothee (how? ) notaccording to their im- 
rtunity and fervency, but according to their 
aith: as if hee ſhould ſay, I heed not, I regard 
. | notall this clamourand carneſtnefſe, if they bee 
onely expreſſions of fuchwants,if they be onely 
inthe ſenſe of ſuch need, and no more, but if 
they proceed from faith, and that faith ſet you 
on worke to call upon mee, Bee it wnto thee accor- 
ding to that. For indeed, theſe two — make 
crvency in prayer; ſenſe of need, hope 
—_ when a ”. hath faith and hope ” 4 
creaſe his fervency, and it ariſeth from thar 
ground, as well as out of the other ( notthat 1 


exclude the other, for it is a very great helpe,and 
2 I 4 that 


on 
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with | yent to obtaine ſuch and ſuch bleſſings, as hee 


thatwhich puts ſtickes on the fire (as itwere)to 
make our fervency the more) I ſay,from ſenſe of 
our need, when we conſider ſeriouſly what want 
wee have, and then adde this hope, and faith , 
when theſe two ſhall ſer you @n worke, this fer. 
vency is a fruitof faith. Andthis is one caution 
that muſt be remembred. 

Another Caution is this, that your fervency 
be joyned with ſincerity ; for a man may be fer- 


may begat G op s hand very earneſtly, he = 


aske credit,he may aske to have guidance in ſuc 
a buſineſle, he may askewiſdome tobring ſuch 
an enterpriſeto pafſe, hee may aske health, and 
continuance of life, but ro what end? if it be that 
he may beſtow it upon his luſts, if irbe that hee 
m_y live more deliciouſly, thathe may be ſome 
more in the warld, that hee may have out- 
ward conveniencies, ſuch as his fleſh deſires, if 
this bee all, berethis fervency is not regarded ; 
not that theſe things are excluded, for the Lord 
gives us leave to ſeeke our owne comferts, and 
you may be earneſt, and tmportunate, even for 
the comfort it felfe, bur yer all theſe if they be 
| not capable of a further uſe, if that be not inten- 
ded, but the abuſe of them, and an intent to uſe 
them another way, the L o x Þ heeds it nor, it is 
no true fervency. And therefore in Rom. 12.11. 
1tistheexhortation of the Apoſtle, Be fervent in 
ſpirit, ſerving the Lord , when we many times (it 
may bee) are fervent in ſpirit, ſerving our ſelves, 


mn———_———_— _—— > 0 ww -@ ca Seo Ot 


| 


weare fervent toaske ſuch and ſuch — 
O 


lf 


| 
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of ends of onr owne, as when a =_ deſires able 
ifts, bigh gifts, to ger glory, and to get wealth 
4 bicnicite and not 5 vets Maſt: this 15tO 
aske the talent,not for his maſters uſe,bur for his 
owne ; doe you thinke the Lord will heare ſuch 
prayers ? can you expect it athis hands > You 
ſhall ſee the contrary praQice in the Saints , 
when they were carneſt with the Lord for any 
thing, ail they exprefle that to him, and ſay, 
L ox», wedeſire not this forour ſelves, but for 
thy glory, that we may uſc it for ſome good pur- 
poſe, &c, David, when hee was earneſt for life, 
when hewas in ſickneſle, and doubted of his re- 
covery, what argumentdoth he uſe > Lord, ſaith 
hee, Shalt thou have glory in the grave ? As it hee 
ſhould ſay,if thou give me life, [ will giveit thee 
apgaine, I will improveit, and husband it to thy 
advantage, and not to mine owne. And ſo Has. 
»ahyyhen ſhe was carneſt for a ſonne, ſhe makes 
this promiſe tothe Lord,that he ſhall be for bim 
and his advantage,ſhe would dedicate himto his 
uſe, and conſecrate him to his ſervice. So 7acob, 
when hee was earneſt with the Lord to give him 
meat, drinke,and cloathes,8c. L o x v, ſaith he, 
If thou doe, 1 will give the tenth part to thee againe, 
I ſay, when the heart is thus diſpoſed in our fer- 
venoy, in our A—_ when wee askean 
thing at the Zords hands,that our cenſcience te 
us within, that if wee had it, wee would beſtow 
ituponthe L o x v, wee would norabuſe it, wee 
would ner ſpend iton our luſts, ir ſhould not be 


to ſerve our ſelves, but to ſervethe L ox » mw 
2 DIS. 


What Argu- 
ment the 
Saints have u» 
ſed in their 


Prayers 
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4. Condition 


required in 


prayer is hu. 


wiliry, 
James 4. 


» Chron. 7. 14+ 


lay. 66, 2. 


Reaſon why 
{ humility is re- 


quircd in prai- 
er. 


Gen. 38. 


all, then our fervency is rightly ordered, 

The next condition required, is humility, as 
Tames 4. The Lord gives grace to the humble: And 
2 Chron. 7. 14. 1f mypeople humble themſelyes, and 
call upon my name, then will { heare in heaven , and 
grant their requeſls, And throughout the Scrip- 
ture,you ſce,that this is a condition that theLord 
puts inevery where; Hee hath reſpe to the low e- 

ſtate, 1ſay.66.2.1aith the Lord, All theſe things have 

my hands made,looking upon all the creatures,the 
whole frame of them, they areall good, and I 
havereſpe& unto them ; but, ſaith he, I regard 
 notall theſe in compariſon of an humble heart, 
To him will 1 looke that is of an humble and contrite 
ſpirit : when the Lord lookes upon our prayers, if 
they come not from a broken heart, they want 
that condition that he looks for:for he gives grace 
to the humble , that is, to ſucha man as 1s little in 
his owne eyes,and therefore fittobe exalted, fir 
to receive a mercy at Gods hands. 

You know, it is a rule thatthe Lord keeps for 
ſuch as are humble and low, ſuch heexalts; and 
thoſe that exalt themſelves he puls downe. Now 
when a man is little in his owne eyes, that par- 
vity , that ſenſe of his owne unworthinefle is a 
prevailing argument with him, and therefore 
Gen. 32, 1acobuſeththat Argument, when hee 
comes to put up his petition, to bee delivered 
from Eſau: Lord,7 amleſſe than all thy mercies : that 
is, takeany one of thy mercies, the leaſt, and put 
in one end of the balance, & put me inthe other 


the 


and I am lefſe than it,and lighter than it, take all 


| meaconſtant Houſe for ever. I ſay, this ſenfe of 


| 
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cheworth that is in me, it is not heavy enough 
for the leaſt mercy. Now, when hee was thus 
bumbled, and little, and vile in bis owneeyes, 
the Lord beſtowed that mercy onhim, heewas 
now fit to receiveit, So David, when the Lord 
ſends him word by Nathan, that he would build 
him 4 houſe for ever ( you ſee how hee expreſſed 
himſelfe ) Hee went into the houſe of the Lord, and 
ſatebefore him, and ſaid, Lord, what am 1, and nhat 
ic myfathers houſe ? As if hee ſhould ſay,l was ta- 
kenout of the duſt, I was one of the meaneſt men 
of Iſrael, and a man of no account, of no worth, 
and yet thou haſthad reſpe& unto me thus farre, 
not onely to make me King over thy people;burt 
to build my Kingdome, and my houſe, to make 


our owne unworthinefle, makes us more fit to 

receive the mercy, to bee exalted by receivin 

ſuch arequeſt, as wee put up tothe Lord ; and 

ono hee regards: the prayer of the hum- 
le. 

Moreover, Cod gives grace te the humble, that is, 
he ſhewes favour to them, when they come and 
aske any thing at his hands, becaufe an humble 
man will be ready to doe whatſoever heewill, it 
isanexpreffion of David, in A8s 134.22. Hee 
will doe whatſoever 1 will : that may bee ſaidef 
= bumble man,he is exceedingpliable tothe 
Lords will, hee is ready to doe whatſoever hee 
knowes to bee his pleaſurehice refifts him in no- 
thing. Now, when a man will doe whatſoever 
Ged will, the Lordwill be ready todoe whartſoe- 

ver 


-  —"qO 2 - 
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aSar, 7.18: 


y 
God gives 
grace to ſuch, 


Atls 13. 3d. 


IS _—_— 
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ver hewill; bewill ce ready to ſay to him, as he 
didto the Canaanite, Oh Woman bee it to thee a 


theuwilt, When a man onthe otherſide, reſiſts 
the Lox » (as every proud man doth, ſaith the 


Mat,1s. 18, 


3 


[ris an accep- 
Þ} cable ſacrifice. 


Pl. $I, 16, 17+ 


and givesgrace to the humble. A reſiſting ſpirit cau- 


| 


text) the Lord reſiſts him,theLord reſts the proud, 


ſeth thc Lord to reſiſt our prayers ; and therefore 
it is, that the Lord is node tothe humble man, 
becauſe he yeelds to the Lord in all things ; and 
when a man yeelds to the Lord (take that for a 
rule)in obeying Geds Commandements,God will 
yecld to us in granting our petitions. 

Beſides, when the heart is humbled, and bro- | 
ken, and contrite, it is an acceptable facrificeto | 
the Lord,which winnes it at his hands: he ſmells | 
_— favour _ ſuch a G_ above all 0- 

r; yea, it is that which ſets a high price upon | 
ever Hriſiea that wee offer , the »—pae.omy | 
chebeſt workes, that proceed not from an hum- | 
ble heart, he regards them not :as Pſal.5 1. Lord, 
ſaith David, if 7 offer ſacrifice, thow wilt not regard | 
it, but the ſacrifice of a contrite, and humble ſpirit, 
choſe thou regardeſt, and thoſe ſacrifices that 
proceed from 1t. When wee come tomakea pe- 
tition to the Lord ( it was the manner in the old 
law not tocome empty-handed) a proud perſon | 
comes empty- z but ah humble perſon 
comes with a ſacrifice,and the beſt ſacrifice, be- 
| cauſe he ſacrificeth himſelfe, and his owne will, 
that is,he empties himſelfe of himſelfe,he opens 
a doore to the Lord to come, and dwell in him, 
when a proud man barres him out; ſuch a _ | 

RIO ce 
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ficethe Lord is well pleaſed with, and ſuch a ſa- 

crifice ſpeakes for one, it makes a way for his re- 

queſts,and therefore the Lord hearkens to-it. 
Laſtly, the Lord is ready to heare thoſe that 


are humble, becauſe whatſoever they receive, | They receive 


they take it as of grace,and not as debt:whereas | 

a proud man, a'manthat hath agood conceit of | * 
himſelfe, a man that is lift up in his owneopini- 
on, thinkes it to be duc,he thinkes there is hs 
correſpondence between hisworkes,and the wa- 
ges. You know what is ſaid of the Fhariſee, that 
the Publican went away juſtified rather than he, Why 
ſo ? Becauſe the Publican thought himſelfe wor- 
thy of nothing. And therfore Ezek.36.31.when 
the L o n » promiſeth thoſe mercies to his 
people, he requires this condition ofthem, that 
they ſhould ac e themſelves worthy to be de- 
ftrozed. When a man hath a ſenſeof his owne 
unworthinefſe, and ſo comes to the Lord, and 
askes itas of meere grace and mercy, that is a 
great motive to prevaile with him: for he is very 
carefull of that.. You know in Deve. 8. 11. how 
wary the Lordwas ingiving this rule ta them , 

Take heed when thou conmeſs into that good Land, 
thinke not to ſaywith thy ſelfe, the Lord hath dane this, 
for my owne ri becouſueſſe. No, ſaith he, 7 have not 
done it for that , but for my Covenant nhich 1 made 
with 4breham,1ſaac and Taceb : that is,for my own 

nameſake, for my mercies ſake, forthe covenant 

that I confirmed with them,that is,the covenant 

in Ieſus Chrift, therefore I have done it,and not 
for your own righteouſnes. Sothen you —_—_ | 
this | 


| —— 


hearts. 


1Ti.2-8. 
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rm Lift wp pure hands without wrath or doubting : 
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our calling upotbim , that our hearts be hum- 
bled,that a man be little,andvile in his own eies, 
that he come with a broken, and contrite hearr, 
pliable to him in all things, ready to obey him, 
when the heart is ſodiſpoſed, he gives grace,that 
is, he ſhewes favour, he is ready to grant our re- 
queſts. 

The next condition required in prayer,is, that 
wee ſanFifie the Lord in our hearts, You know, 
when Nadab 'and Abihu drew neere unto him 
with a common fire (when they ſhould have 
brought ſuch fire as came from heaven, holy fire) 
the Lorddeftroyed them : and he gives this rea- 
ſon, Fer I will be ſaxfiified in thoſe that draw neere to 
we. When wee come to call upon the Lord, wee 
know, then wee come neere to him, and in ſuch 
drawing neere , wee muſt ſanRific him inour 
hens had is,ve muſt conceive him to be, as he 
is, meft holy. Now ifthe Lord be moſt ay be 
he that is uncleane,and impure,and unholy,ſhall 
come necre him, he ſanRifies not the Lord God, 
(rhat is) he comes not to him as to a moſt holy 
| Ged,but he lookes uponhim,as if hewere a com- 


to 
purified, if any man were uncleane, and ſhould 
offer a (acrifice, hee was to bee cut off from his 
| o_ Therefore to ſanQifie the Zordin our 


arts, 
2.8, It is the charge that the Apoſtle gives 


lift 


| this is a conditionthe Lord will have obſerved in 


wp And therfore whenſoever they came | 
ra ſacrifice,in the old Law,they were firſt 


istocomewith holy hearts, as in 1 Tis. | 


— 


| 
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[ ſifr up your hearts, and innocent hands,wirhont 
wrath or doubting. 

But you will ſay, what is this holineſle 2 

Beloved, it is nothing bur « ſequeſtring,or ſepa- 
rating any thing from & common uſe and appropriating 
it to God aloxe; that is holinefſle., You know,what- 
ſoever was holy to the Lord, in the Temple, or 
otherwiſe, whether ir were holy veſſels, or 
holy men, as the Prieſts, it was ſeparated from 
all other uſes, and made peculiar ro him, and to 
his ſervice, Now the heart of a»man is holy 
then, when it is withdrawne from all things elſe, 
and peculiar tothe Lordalone. As achaſtewife 
is to her husband, whoſe affe&ions are beſtow. 
ed upon him, and no other perſon elſe ; ſowhen 
the heart is to the Lowd alone, when all the affe- 
Rions are intent upon him, and beſtowed upon 
him,and upon none elſe,this is to have the heart 
holy ro on So that now ” that will have an 
eye upon credit, upon vaine-glory, upon wealth, 
Kc nhis luſts, pd thi - belides the Lord, 
_— the heart is wedded,ſo that he beſtowes 


any part of that conjugal affeis upen it,yhich 
ſhould be wholly the Lords,this man is an unho- 
ly man, his heart isnot holy : for it is nor ſeque- 
fired from other things, and conſecrated to him 
alone : for that only is tobe holy. 

And as the heart muſt bee holy, ſo muſt the 
prayer be holy. Whena man prayes to the Lord 
with reſpe& unto him, and hath an eye upon 
bim,and nothing elſe comesin to take away part 


— 


of this pagyer ; if by-reſpe&, and worldly, ard 
ol Ws ti comali 


| 


Queſt, 
A nſw. 
Holines what, 
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The bearr 
muſ] be holy. 
Suwide, 


The prayer 
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pray,now theſe have a portion & intereſt in your 
prayers, they make your prayers profane and 
common,they are not peculiar to the Lord, they | 
are unholy.So that isthe holines then in ſeeking 
the Lord, when we are knit, and wedded tohim, 
when one takes this reſolution to himſelfe,I am 
the Lords ſervant, and him will I ſerve, I am not 
the ſervant of man,nor ofanycreature,[ am mar- 
riedtothe Lord, and his will I be alone, I will 
withdraw my heart from all things elſe. So like- 
wiſewhen a man prayes, ſo that his ſoule is in- 
tent uponthe Lord, and upon nothing beſides, 
whenthe whole ftreame ofhis affeRions are car- 
ried to him, this is to ſeeke tohim in holinefle, 
this is to ſanQifie the Lord in our hearts. 

And laſtly,if there be any conſcience of (inne 
(that phraſe I finde uſed in Heb. ro.) that is, if 
there be any evill conſcience,ifa man be conſci- 
ous to himſelfe of any fin that is unrepented of, 
ſuch a man cannot pray,that makes him unholy: 
ifthere be any ſinfull luſt yer living in him,that 
is unmortified in him, which is not waſhed a- 
way, ſuch a man is unholy : yea, my Beloved , 
the Saints themſelves, when they ſinne againſt 
God, as you heard heretofore, they are ſuſpey- 
ded fromthe Covenant, though they bewithin 
the Covenant, yet they are ſuſpended from re- 
ceiving the benefit by it, which otherwiſe they 
might have: till that ſinne be waſhed away they 
arenot holy, A Prieſt,or one that was holy,if he 
touched any uncleage thing, hee remained un- 
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were holy habitually, wholly dedicated to Geds 
ſervice; {0 it may be with thoſe, that are within 
the Covenant, though thou bee a holy man, yet, 
if chou toueb pitch, that is,ifthy heart be pollu- 
red with any finne, of one kinde or other,as long 
as that remaines, thou art unholy. If thou come 
now, and ſeeke to the Lord, you know what the 
judgement was in the old law,ſuch anone was to 
bee cutoff fram his people. And therefore, you 
fhall finde, this was the conſtant praQiceof the 
Saints, when = ſoughr the Lord, for any ſpe- 
ciall mercy, they beganwith _ paines wich 
their owne hearts with humbling themſelves for 
their owne finnes, and the ſinnes of the le: 


| as we know, Pariel, and Ezra, and Daviddid in 


their prayers ; but I will not ſtand to inlarge m 
ſelfe therein, for it is well enough known to ſuc 
as areconverſantin the Scriptures : only let me 
exhortevery man, when hee commeth with any 
requeſt and petition tothe Lord,ler him firſt ex- 
amine his heartand life ciligently, looke backe 
toallhis former wayes,conſider and go through 
all the particulars , ſee if there bee any thing a- 
miſſe,if there beany tinure of uncleanneſſe yer 
lying upon himwhich is not yet waſhed away,if 
there be any pollution, any defilement of fleſh, 
or fpiriry and terhim know,that it is but labour 
loft, itisa oking ofthe Lo#d, to come with 

unpr fſe rodraw neere to him,except he 
be cleanſed. Fans 

Bur you will ſay, How ſhall we be cleanſed 4 

| A 


holy, till be was waſhed, though otherwiſe hee | 


The praticeof 
holy mea in 
their prayers, 
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Anſw. | 


repentance, and ſprinkling the blood of Chriſt: 
_— man humbles himſelfe for his finne, and 
entreth into a covenant with God, not toreturne | 
unto ityhen he makes his heart perfe,and ſin- 
cerewiththe L o x Þ in thar particular. 
And ſecondly, when he ſhall withall beleeve, 
that it is forgiven through Chriſt, when hee is 
jy 6 his blood towaſh it away:though 
y ſinne be great, yet this will make thee pure, 
now thou art waſhed , as it is in 1 Corinth. 6.9. 
Now you aye waſhed, now you are ſanfified, now you 
arc juſtified : therefore let no man bee difeoura- 
ged inthis caſe : for, I confefſe, there is nothing 
that gives ſuch a check toour prayers,that gives 
ſo many ſtabs ts thent (as itwere ) that hinders 
us in that duty, as the conſciouſneſſe of ſinne, 
when a man remembers ſuch and ſuch a finne he 
hath committed, which doth much diſcourage 
bim,ifby the blood of Icſus Chriſttheybe nor 
waſhed away.Though a mans face be very foule, 
yet you know,a baſen of cleere waterwillwaſh it 
cleane, and all rhe filth is gone; now the blood 
af Chriſt is more effeQuall to rinſe: thy con- 
ſcience, and'to purge itfrom dead workes, to 
take away, both the guilt, and likewiſe the filth 
and ftaine of finthan water is tO clenſe thy face; 
and therefore,ifthou haſt any finne;labourto be 
waſhed from it;. that ſd thou maift come tothe 
Lerd, having thy heart ſprinkled from an evil! 
conſtience, and thy body waſhed in purewater, 


as itis Heb.10,22, Let aw draw neere;larth the A- 
| 2 poſtle,! 
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Rtle,in aſuraxce of fith , (but how 2 ) having our 
con ſprinkled from an evill conſcience © as if hee 
hould ſay,otherwiſe your drawing neerewillbe 
to no purpoſe, you ſhall but provoke the Lord in 
drawing neere,except you be thus ſprinkled,and 
thus waſhed, and thus purified. 

I, but you will ſay to mee, if this be required, 
who ſhall be heard in his prayers > For who can 
ſay his heart is purc,and his hands are innocent > 
and if this be required, that we muſt lift up holy 
and pare hearts,or elſe we ſhall not be accepted, 
what comfort ſhall wee have in calling upon the 
Lord, at any time ? 

To this I anſwer, that to havea pure heart is 
not to be free from (in, and from daily failings, 


but pureneſſe of heart, holinefſe of heart is, to 
have our hearts ſprinkled from an evill conſcience, 
and to have our bodies waſhed with pure water, ( that 
is)to be purified before the Lord is nothing elſe, 
but to have ſuch an habituall diſpoſition,which 
makes a man ready towaſh himſelfe ſtil,though 
hee bee ſtill ſpotted with finne. So that this is 
the diſpoſition of a holy man , if a man that 
drawes neere to the L ox » witha pure heart 

though hee bee {till ſpotred, and polluted, and 
defiled, yet hee hath an habituall diſpoſition, 
hee hatha principle within, hee bath a new na- 
turewithin, that is ſtill working out that impu- 
rity, and _—_— it away; though ſtill he beop- 


I31y 


(for ſo indeed none ſhould have a pure heart) | ,, 


poſed,and afſaulted,and temprted,and ſomtimes 


| 


foiled, yer ſtill ke reſiſts it, and fights againſt ir; 
K 2 


— —__—_— 
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| | manhath apure heart, We ſay,that is pure, that 


as the /ſraelites had a charge never te make peace 
with Amalek: ſuch adiſpolitionis ina boly man, 
hee never makes peace with any finne , though 
hee be led captive ſometimes by it,yet he yeelds 
not tothatcaptivity.This is t@ have a pure heart, 
though his heart be defiled ſometimes as a veſ- 
ſell will be foule, yet hee waſheth, and rinſeth 
his heart, he never ſuffers it to continne mudd ' 
and uncleancand ina filthy diſpoſition, bur hee 
bath a fountaine, a ſpring ofgracewithin, that 
willwoike outall impurity, as a ſpring workes 
out mugde ; he that thus purifics himſelfe ſtill, 
though the fountaine be muddy, though there 
bee many inje&ions, many temptations, many | 
luſts and finnes yet if hee be purified himſelfe, 

that kee will ſuffer no ſinne ro minglewith his 
heart (as it were) to reſt there, and toabide, 
and dwell thereto lyeand continue there,fuch a 


| 


is full of it {elfe, and will have no heterogenes, no | 
other thing mingled with ir, ſuch a thing is pure 
as pure oyie is nothing elſe but oyle, Now hee 
that hath apure beart,is not ke that bath ſimply 
nothing elſe, that hath no finne mingled, that 
hath no drofſe mingled with his wine, but hee 
that ſuffers. ic not toreft there, foras oyle and 
water, when you jumble them rogether (as you 
know) when they are ſhaken m_— chey min- 
gle,yet the oyle workes out, and purifies it ſelfe, 
twill not ſaffer ir ſelfe to abidewith the water: 
foamanthatis regenerate,a man thatis boyne of 


| 


God hath a feed remaining inhim,though he de 
n, 
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Gn,yer, ſaith the Apoſtle, he cannot at is,he 
doth not agree, hedoth hot mingle with that ſin, 
it hath no reft in his heart, but heworkes itour; 
ina paſhonwhen hee is ſhaken (as it were) when 
he is tranſported, when he is not himſelfe, there 
may beea mixture, and the fonntaine, and the 
ſpring may be made muddy,yet let him come to 
himſelfe, till hee workes it out: and this it is to 
have a pure heart, So that a man,a man thus af- 
feated,may comewith boldneſle to the throne of 
grace, and not be diſcouraged;what though thy 
nnes be many, and very great, and often repea- 
ted>yet if thou find in thyſelfe ſuchadiſpofition 
of purenefſe and holinefle,ſtill ro clenſe thy (elf, 
though thou be ſtill polluted and defiled, I can 
aſſure thee, thy heart is pure,thou maiſt gowith 
confidenceto the Throne of grace. ; 
Bat now you will ſay this to me(for that may 
be objeed) why > but may not any carnall man 
ſay as much,be fins againft Go v,and comes and 
askes mercy, he comes and cries for forgiveneſſe 
and ſaith hewill ſinneno more,and yet he ſinnes 
again the nextday,and addes Rs. to thirff, 
that is, his finne and his tance they run in 
acircle,as drunkenneſſe and thirſt» how ſhall we | + 
then diſtinguiſh between theſe two 2 that puri- 
Fying diſpoſition in the Saints, and thoſe vani- 
ſhing purpoſes that carnall men may-have, who 


notwithſtanding never had experience of the 
worke of grace, of that purity of heart that wee 


ſpeake of > 


| Tothis Lanſwer briefly, you ſhall know the 
| K 3 diffe- 


—_—_ 
—_ 


134 The Saints daily Exerciſe. 


' Dif:cen:e be. | difference by this,a godly man, when he falls in- 
rweene the ro ſinne,and is defiled with it, hee waſheth him- 
| godly _ ſelfe from day today; you ſhall find alwaies this, 
reoone, - | that he gets ground of the fin, of the luſt which | 
| $ manifeſts it ſelfe inany aQuall tranſgreiſion, ſti! | 
© | ir loſeth by it, it gathers not ſtrength, but loſerh 
2 Se ſtrength:in a carnall manir is quite contrary,his 
man grow-! finnc ſtill increaſerh, and intends the habir, and 
eth ſtronger, | the luſt growes ſtronger and ſtronger, ir gets 
nogly | 5round of him, and thoſe good things that hee 
A Path, they are more and more worne out,and ſo 
they grow worſe and worle from day today:and 
that is theproperty of an evill man,ofunregene- 
racy whereſoever, it is apt to grow worle and 
worſe, and the more falls they have, the more 
finne gets ground,and the more they loſe;bur it 
is not ſo with an holy man,the more he falls,the 
more ſtrength he gathers,he is the more holy by 
it, the more wary, and watchfull over his wayes, 
hee is the more emptied of himſelfe,and drawes 
neerertotheLox v, and is the moreinflamed 
with love of him, yea he is ſtrengrhned in faith, 
and repentance,and in every grace ; fo that here 
Ads leffen | Þerule now holdsnottrue, that 4s increaſe 
| the habits, habits; bur the contrary, ARrs leffenthehabits, 
which is a paradox in Philoſophy, but here it is 
ſo: - | 

Queſt. If yon aske how this can be? 

Aw. I anſwer, in its owne nature every a& intends 
How fnina |xhe habit,. as well ina godly man, as another 
Se naby /| man, but it comes to paſſe by accident, as'wee 
OI + {fy,becauſethegracein him is ſtirred up 1 by 

thoſe! 
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thoſe foiles, and ſlips, thoſe fals and infirmities, 

to which be is ſubje& , I ſay, grace is ſtirred up 
in him more and more, and he receives more vi- 

our and ſtrength thereby. As we ſay of trueva-| Valour incress 

our, it is increaſed moreby oppotition; ſo ir| f4by oppoli: 
comes to paſſe, that the more the childe of 6d. ** 
falls into ſinne, the more grace is intended, Sa- A 
tan gets leſſe ground, as Hezekiah, when he fell| © 
into pride, the pride of his heart was leſſened 
more by it after the a&, than it was at thattime 
when he ſhewed his treaſure tothe Ambaſſador 
of the Kingof Babel he knew not before the pride 
of his heart, that finne,that fall,did manifeſthis 
corruption,which he did not ſee before:for when 
the heart is fincere, when it is pure,when there is 
aright principle within, grace is ſet more on 
worke toreſift ſinne. So David, when hee had 
numbred the people, that made him more hum- 
ble, and therefore the Lord ſhewed him more 
mercy afterwards, than ever hedid before, hee 
ſkewed him where the Temple ſhould bebuilt, 
and uſed him in that worke, whereas hee never _ | 
ſhewed him ſuch mercy,and kindneſle before:(T | che Gel bel 
cannot ſtand to expreſle particulars)ſo it is Dy after, | 
all Gods children , their hearts are never better, | 
nor in a more holy temper, ina more _ 

diſpoſitis feareful to offend, than after rheir fals. 
And therefore conſider this,that thou be nor de- |. 
ceived , but maiſt diſtinguiſh between this fal- 
ling into finne, and waſhing your ſelves , and 
that relapſe ro which evill men are ſubje; keep 
that fora rule, that whereſoeyer there is true 
_ K 4 grace, 


_ 
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race, till it tires it ſelſe more and more, as it 
= more reſiſtance, even as the wind and the 
water, and the firedoth ; you know, the water; 
when it findes a ſtop,it grewes more violent,and 
ſoalſo the winde ; of tbe ſame nature is grace, 
where it findes a ſtop, or reſiſtance, it growes 
more ſt intent, The heathen had alittle 
glimpſe of thistruth, when they ſaid of vertue, 
that it more freſh and vigorous by being 
WOou - itis true of grace and holineſſe, the 
tryeſt vertue, the mote it is oppoſed, the more it 
growes:cven as you ſee insppoſition in the diſ- 
tes of Scholars,and all kind of contentions in 
aw, or any thing elſe,the ſtronger the objeion 
is, where there 18 _ in the party, it produ- 
ceth new motions, new anſwers, and puts 
them more toit ; ſorheſe aſſaults and temprati- 
ons, hen there is truth of heart within, it drawes 
out more holinefſe to Ged, and more ſtrength, 
it multiplies the grace of God within:fo that the 
graces receive increaſe, and the more they are 
exerciſed, and intended,finnefull lufts decreaſe, 
the minde is moreemptied forth,the chaffe thar 
is ifus,and the drofſe is morewinnowed out, & 
the heart is more clenſed from it. So much ſhall 
ſerve for this, thar whoſoever will come to the 
Lerd in prayer, muſt ſandific him-in his hearr, 
that is,he muſt come with a holy and with apure 
heart. Wherewith all we have ſhewed whatthis 
holinefſe and pureneſſe is,wherein it conſifts,and 
likewiſe how the objeion is anſwered, that 
mughtdeceive us. 


Il 
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- I muſt adde another, you ſhall find in Phit.4..| — 
6. whenſoever you come tomake your requeſts | ,;cuireqin. 
rothe Lord,this is another condition that here- | prayer, is 
quires, to bee thankfulffor the mercies you have | Jhankeiulnes 
received already : In all things, ſaith hee, let your OY 
requefts bee made knowne to the Lord , with thankſ* 
giving : as if hee ſhould ſay, Take heed of this, 
that whenſoever you come to put vp any pctiti- 
on to the Lord,you forget not the duty of thank- 
fulnefſe bur ſtill when you. come to aske any 
thing that you want , remember that you give 
thankes for that you have.Beloved,this conditi- 
+ _ netbe omitted ; you ſee the — 
ele puts it in very carefully. Let your requeſts bee 
per vor obd Hows, and fopplication, and with 
_— There is much reaſonwhy our pe- 
titions and requeſts ſhould bee accompanied 
with thankſgiving to the Lord: for is it not rea- 
ſon when you come to aske ſomewhat for your 
ſelves, that you ſhonld doe thar alſo that is ae- 
ceptable to God ? will a man ſerve himſelfe alto- 
gether to come meerely to aske the thing hee 
wants ? This a man may doe out of love to him- | 
ſelfe,our of reſpe& to himſelfe,bur you muſt re- 
member to doe ſomething that is pleafing and 
acceptable tothe Lord. And therefore you ſhall | 
finde inthe old Law, whenſoever they had any | voce, 
iall requeſt to the Lord, they werritomman- 

ed ſtill rocome with peace Offerizj.ghnnkb, Of- 
| ferings, wherin they expreſſed thankfuines,you 
ſhal find this cuftome ſet down inZevie.8& other: 
places, that ſuch a man as eame to requeſt any 
thing, 
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hoe that peace ke had injeyed, that wasa peace 


health, but the peace of our humeursyithin ? 
what is our cheerefulnefſe and joy,but the peace 
of conſcience within > all the comfort wee have 
in onrnameand ſtate, it is peace in the particu- 
lar,&&c.So I fay, whenſoever thou eommeſt with 
a petition, forget not to come with a peace offe- 
ring, that is, forget not to come with thank ſgi- 
ving tothe Lord, for that which thou haſt re- 


ccived,; doe ſomewhat that is acceptable ro him: 


as well as ſeeke for that which is uſetall for thy 
ſelfe. Beloved, there is much reaſon for it , be- 
cauſe, ifa man be poring on his wants till, if it 
be in bis mind when he comes to call upon&eg,it 
will indiſpoſe him for ſpirituall performance, it 
will beget murmuring and ſowreneſſe,8& diſcon- 
tent, itwil imbitter his ſpirit;but when as a man 
remembers many mercies that he hath received, 
when he makes a catalogue of them,and enume- 
rates them, it ſyeetens his ſpirit, it makes him 
more gracious, it ads thoks races that arc in 
him, it drawes him neerer tothe Lord, it quic- 
kens hymgit makes him more contented with his 
cond:YV Bfrbr he is in:whereas,on the other ſide, 
forgetinefſe of mercics, when a man is onely 
intent upon his petition to have the thing done, 


. hee breakes many times into that ſullenneſſe of 


diſpo- 
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diſpoſition, that we find in children, thatwhen 
they cannothave all that they would,they throw 
away thatwhich they have ; in like manner it is 
our fault many times,when we come and ſeek to 
the Lord for any thing that we have need, we are 
ſointentupon it,that we.forget al the mercies we 
have reccived, as if they were nothing : the Lord 
would not have it-ſo, but will have us remember 
what wee receive, that wee may beecontent to 
want, that our hearts may bee brought to pati- 
ence and contentment, under the crofſe, and to 
want what it ſhall pleaſe himfor atime todeny 
us ; as /ob reaſoneth, ſaith he, / have received good 
from the Lords hands (it is his anſwer to his wife) 
and ſhall I not receiveif{ So, ifa man bee 


doe ſo, itwill make him content with that pre- 
ſent want : for hee lookes to that which be hath 
had in hand. Whena man faith thus with him- 
 ſelfe, thus, and thus much good I havereceived 
at the Lords hands ; what though I'want fuch a 
thing ? what though 1 be preſtwith ſuch an af- 
fliion,and calamity? 1 will be content to beare 
it: I ſay, the Lord lookes for this, expoſtulating 
with him and murmuring againſt him, is not ac. 
ceptable tohim, but a mecke manner ofasking 
things at his hands, when a man ſoaskes, thar 
withall he is content to bee denied, if his good 
pleaſure be ſo,this he accepts. Now,thankfulnes 


willing tobedenicd,to be content to reftgne our 


——— 


thankfull for mercies,it will make him ready to- 


ſelves to the Lord, and therefore hee will bave 
| __thanke- 
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| thankefulneſſe to goewith it, whenſoever wee 
come to aske any thing at his hargls. Lookerto| 


ding ready 'to 
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it then, that whenſoever you come to ſeeke the: 
Lerd,you be thankefull for the mercies you have 
kad, remember them, for it is a great meanes to 


prevaile in aur requeſts. Thankfulneſle is (as it | 
were) the incenſe that perfumes your petitions, | 
that makes them acceptable,and prevalent with 


the Lord, ſo much the ſooner : Prayer goes up 

without incenſe, when we offer up our petitions. 
without thankfulnefſe, becauſe that is a ſacrifice, | 
as you know it is called the calves of our lips, and | 


ever when you joyne thankefulnefſe with your 


petitions, 1t is likea ſacrifice mingled with it, 
that belpes to prevaile with you. 

The next condition is, 
gotten ofall thereft, that wee come to the Lord, 
in the Name of Teſw Chrif#, This isathing com- 
monly knowne , you will ſay, who knowes not 
that except wee come in the name of Chrift, no 
petitian can bee le > Beloved, I fay to 
you in that caſc, as the Apoſtle /ames ſpeakes, 
lam. 4. where hee gives this rale,that we ſhould 


icea acebethe- | 


ſay, if the Lord will, wee will dee ſuch and ſuch « thing 


ro merron, &c, And when the anſwer would bee. 
ready, Whoiknowes not this, ſaith hee, if you : 


know the will of the Loxw, and dee it not, your | 


judgement ſhalt bee greater, ſo I ſay, if any doe 


not practice this (and it is a thing we arc excec- | 
y Or wee are ready rodoe it 
ina formall, and 1nacu manner, bur to 


docitin good earneſt, as wee ought todoe it, 


thercin 


——_ 
Ne ee apo — 
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therein commonly wee come ſhort). you know 
how great a ſinne it was, in the old law, to offer 
| without a Prieſt;zio the r7.0f Leviticw it is ſaid, 
| ifany man brought his Sacrifice,though itwere 
| the beſt Sacrifice and the choiceft, yer, ſaith the 
[ Text, If hee did not bring it to the Prieſt, and to the 

Altar, but ſlay bis ſacrifice elſe-where , without « 
Prieft, ſuch a manwas guilty of blood, and was to bee 
cut off from his people © that is, hee was to bee cur 
off by the Prieſt, by excommunication, and 
after by the civill Magiſtrate. You know, it 
was Yzziahs fault to offer incenſe, when it was 
proper to the Prieſt onely todoe it. The ſame 
ſinne wee commit when wee come to the Lord, 
and thinke, becauſe wee have repented, and 
prayed fervently a little while, and our hearrs | 
and ſpirits are ina good diſpoſition,and becauſe 
wee Lnow no finne of which wee are conſci- 
ous, therefore wee conclude that wee ſhall 
be heard. It is true; the Lord requires theſe qua- | 
lifications inthe party, when hee prayes , bur 
take heed of thinking tobee heard for this, this | 
is to offer without a Prieft. You muſt come 
thus to the Lox p, and ſay thus unto him, 
[L oxp, Iconfefſe (notwithſtanding all this) I 
; am unworthy, .I have nothing in mee, why thou 
ſhouldeft regard mee, it cannot bee, that either | 
I, or my prayer ſhould be acceptable, bur I be. 
ſeech thee, take them at the hands of Cunrsr| 
our High Prieft, hee that is entred into the vaile he 
that takes the Prayers of the Saints, and mingle 


them with ſweet odours ;, when a man can _ 
oc 


Fu Wo 


—_—— — 


EY 
_ 
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doe this, with dependance upon Chriſt, and 
come boldly in his name, that is to offer a ſacri- 
fice tohim. This wee muſt carefully remember, 
and therefore wee ſee an excellent exprefſionpt 
itin Levie. 5. wherethis is made cleere to you, 
that it is not = excellency in the perſon, nora- 
ny fervency inthe prayer, gor any pureneſle, or 
holineſſe that is found in bim, nothing that 
comes from man, that cauſcth his _ to bee 
acceptable, bur it is the Prieſt : See the place 
from verſ.8. to the 11. You ſhall finde there the 
law was,that he that came to facrifice,»uſt bring 
4 ſbeepe, or 4 ſhee Goat , but if hewere not ſorich 
as to doe ſo,he was able enough-to bring two twr- 
tle Doves,yetifhe were not able to doe that,then 
faith the Text, He ſhall bring the tenth part of an E- 
pha of fine flowre (a very ſmall thing) and then it is 
ſaid,lerhim give it to the Prieft,, and hee ſhallmabe 
an atonement for him, and his fine ſhall be forgiven, 
Whence I obſerve this, that it is not the good- 
neſſe of the ſacrifice,the price,nor the choiſneſſe 
nor theexcellencyof —_— itwereathou- 
ſand Rammes, and ſo many Sheepe, and Bul- 
locks (as you reade of many great ſacrifices that 
were offered by the Kings) yet the tenth part of 
an Ephaof fine Floure, which was exceeding 
little, this prevailed full as much : whence it is 
evident,that it is not inthe excellency of the fa- 
crifice,bur the pooreft,and the ſmalleſt, and the 
meaneſt ſacrifice will prevailewith God, as well 
as the richeſt, and the greateſt. \Vhat is the rea- 


ſon? The text ſaith, Ir is chePrieft that muſt offer 


it, 


— 


— _ — A_— —_— bu _ 
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it,he makes it acceptable. So in this caſe, let the 
fcrifice be never ſomeane, yetifir bee Chrift , 
that offers the ſacrifice,if it be comended tothe 
Prieſt, and hee offers it, the Lordwill accept it. 
You ſhal find that rule, Zevir.5.1 1, He that brings 
4 ſacrifice (this caution was given) hee muſt put no 
incenſe to it, neither ozle, But ſhould the ſacrifice 
be offered withoat 1ncenſe>No,you ſhall find in 
Levit.16. thatalwayes, the Prieſt when he centred 
into the Hely of HolieF, hee burnt incenſe that the 
cloud of that incenſe might cover the Mercy-ſeate : 
the meaning is this,that when any man comesto 
offer a prayer to the Lord, he can put no incenſe 
to it,the Prieſt onely he muſt put 1n incenſe,that 
is Izsvs Cux:isr onely muſt offer the ſacri- 
fice,wherein the Lord ſmells a ſavour of reſt : for 
the Lordexprefſeth himſelfe in this manner,as if 
he werediſquietted for ſin, and can take no reſt; 
now, when leſws ChriFt offers a ſacrifice,he ſmels 
a ſavour of reſt; becauſe it comes from him, in 
whom hee iswell pleaſed : ſol ſay, wee muſt be 
carefull,that we remember we come in the name 
of Chrifl. 

But, you will ſay, every man doth fo, and how 
ſhall we know it ? | 

You ſhall know it by this, if you have bold- 
neffe and confidence, that isan argument that 
you looke not upon your ſelves, but upon Chrifl. 
| When a'man is ſo exceeding timerous, and 
—_— and fearefull, that he dares not come 
to the Throne of grace, or, if hee doe, yet hee 
makes a great queſtion,whether he ſhalbe heard 

or 


| The Saints daily Exerciſe. & A 


Levis, $e11s 


Levit.16.1%. 
Chriſt muſt 
put incenſe to 
our prayers. 


ObjeZ, 
Anſw. 


How ro know 
when we come 


' 11 OUT OWAC 
names in 
prayers 


em. 


144 


-| Whar tequi- 

.cedin the 
heart that 
comes to God 
in Chriſte 

| Namc, 


; The Saints daily Exerciſe. 


or no,this is too much looking to bim ſelfe,bere, 


the High Prieſt is forgotten. Itthou come in his | 
name, there is caough to carry thee out, it will 


breed boldneſle in thee;it will breed confidence: 
if thou come in the name of Chrift,and offer up 
thy prayers through him, it will cauſe thee, inc- 


V tition thou putteſt up,to thinke thy ſelfe 
wa beholdin o_ Chrit, that thou wile be 
ready to ſay inthy heart, whenſocver any peri-| 
tion is granted thee, I may thanke Ieſus Chriſt 
forthis. Whena man,I ſay,ſhall be ſo much pat 
upon his ſcore, itwill make him ſo much indeb- 
red to the Lord Ieſus for bis fin that is remitted, 
and his petition that he hath granted, as that his 
heart ſhallbee more inlarged to thanktulneſſe, 
when hee is able to conſider the benefit of re- 
demprion, and is ready to ſay with himſelfe, If 
leſus Chrift had not dyed, if I bad not had ſuch 
an highPrieft,that hath entred into the very hea- 
vens, as the Apoftle ſaith, Heb, 9g. To make inter- 


ceſſien for mee, I had loſt this benefit, I had never 
come to have put up a prayer to the Lord, orif I 
had, it ſhould not have beene heard. 

But you will ſay to mee, if wee bee heard for 


| Chriſt;then though a manbeſinfull,and though 


he bavenoneof the ntcondirions,though 


| | he have not thatholinefſe that isrequired, if the 


Prieſt make him acceptable, why may hee not 
hope as well as the moſt holy man ? 
anfier,briefly,though the Prieſt give all ac- 
ceptance to the ſacrifice, and our —_ are 
accepted through him, yet that is not all, there 


arc 


| 


= w» | 


— 
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[are two things beſides required, 1, That theper- 
ſon that brings theſacrifice,becleane;no impure 
was tobring'a ſacrifice; '2.. That the ſa- 
crifice be withoutblemiſh ; he that hath a male, 
and brings a female,is curſed : ſo then this'is ro- 
_—_— the perſon be righteous, and that the 
prayer befervent; ſuch 8 is mdired by the'bel 
ofGed;Spirir,chat it may bea ſacrifice fit fort 
Lord, But now, what we bave fromCuntsr is 
this; thatthough the perſon, and the prayer be 
thus qualiſied, and have thoſe forenored condi- 
tions in it, yet.it is not acceptablc without the 
Prieſt. And therfore this ſhould encourage you, 
when youconfider theglorious G 0 v, bis holi- 
nefle,that __ diſtance between him'and you; 
and your ſelves, on the other fide, how vile and 
finfull you are, and unfit tocome & put up your 
requeſts rohim, now, when you thinke of a Me- 
diator,of an high Prieft,who'is enred into hea- 
ven,whois gone thither,aud fits at the righthand 
of Majeſty, making interceſſion for you, when 
youconſider there 15 one highPrieſt, who is able 
to prevaile, not like the Prieſts in the Law,. but 
one that is over the houſe of 60d, one that is his 
very Son,whois not entred inthrough the blood 
of Bulls and Goares, but with his owne blood ; 
whenoutof this you ſhal receive confidence,and 
come neere himwith boldneſſe, this is to make 
uſe of Chri#, and tooffer ſacrifice in him. There 
is 2nomoreremaining now , -but thatwhen you 
have conſidered all rhe conditions mentioned, & 
| fitted your prayersaccording trothem, that you 
L | ''be 


How to make | 
uſe of Chriſt 
az our Prieſt, 


ww 
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be. confident, and expe much; that when you 
have prayed you way .ſay.chus z-bord/Fexpet 
nowthe granting ofthem,thou canſt notnowde. 
Waiting in | BY 4Þem, Lon, L will wait now. And this is our 
prayer re qui» faulty henwe have praycd,and thething:comes 
ed, | rnotpteſcntlyy weare ready roy give ovet, weare 
; » | norviting towaite, Beloved; chart isone thing 
ſpecially to bee remembred;, wee muſt ſo farre 
magnific our prayers, weemult (eta price upon 
them ſo farre, and fo cſteeme them, and rhinke 
them of that worth, thar they wil bringethe ching 
to paſſe, If a man take adrugge, or a'medicine, 
Or an herbe, and uſe it toawound, ora diſeaſe, 
Once ar twice, or thrice, and af heefſee it doth no 
good, he will lay it afide,and take anorher medi. 
Cine : for, ſaith he, I haverryed it, and it will doe 
me nogood , ſoamandoth with his prayers, he 
faith, I bave ſought tothe L ox p, I have prayed 
for this thing twice, or thrice, and it is not gran- 
ted me, and therefore he is ready to lay it aſide, 
as if it were noteffecuall, and to take another 
meanes:this negle& of prayer is,not te know the 
force of the medicine. You muſt know therfore 
of what efficacy prayer is, and truſt it, and not 
give over(forit is effeuall robring the thing to! 
pafle) and-make not hafte, bur ſtay, and wait. It 
was Serahs fault, when Abrahamand ſhe fought 
to the Lord fora ſonne,ſhe made too much haſte 
togive Hagar to Abraham, when as they ſhould 
have ſtayed rill the L o x v had done it his owne | 
way. So Rebekkah, there was a promiſe, and no 
doubt 7«ceb and ſhe prayed for the _—_ | 
that; 


—— 
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| thatpromiſe; but ſhe made too much hafte,ſhe 
rooke a wrong way to get the blefling by lying , 
this was not waiting, buta ſtepping out to ano- 
' ther meanes ; becauſe they thought prayerand 


would not wait upon G o Þ, but he would offer 
\ ſacrifice, this was to make haſte, Andſo iris, 
when a man is diſcouraged ; David, when the 


thing was not preſently granted, he was ready to 

ive over,and Glls to adeſ] p_ complaint,ſay- 
ing, One day I ſhall fall by t bands of Saul, Take 
heed of this, and when wee offer up our prayers 

thus, learne to know what they are, learne to 

_ truſtthem, and todepend, and wait up- 

en God, ſay, certainly I ſhall not 
'  bedenied, thething ſhall 


ſurely be granted, 


ns fot. 


| 
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